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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


We were recently at a gathering of thoughtful people 
which included several members of the learned professions, 
assembled to discuss various questions arising out of an 
important work dealing with spirit intercourse. 
significant to observe that none of the speakers denied the 
facts of what is called (the phrase has grown rather weari- 
some) psychic investigation." But there were difficulties, 
even to some of those who were familiar with the subject on 
its intellectual side. The new revelation was in some respects 
wanting in dignity. It had to do with much which repelled 
the educated and refined mind. We seem to remember 
another great Revelation against which its contemporaries 
urged a similar objection (we make the comparison with all 
reverence, convinced of the shining reality which is at the 
core of Spiritualism in spite of its ungainly accompani- 
ments), Its Founder, who associated with the common 
herd and even showed a partiality for their company, was 
denounced by the ecclesiastics of His time as a person of 
no scholarship ór breeding, a brawler and an associate of 
the "riff raff.” If there was in those days any equivalent 
of the saying that "a man is known by the company he 
keeps," i6 was no doubt quoted with much unetion by the 
Pharisees. But He knew who were the most ready for His 
ministry, who would hear Him gladly, for He had that 
wisdom which is to the worldling foolishness. There is 
still a great deal for some of us to unlearn; many treasures 
of the Spirit are kept in earthen caskets. 


It was 


* * * * 


Of course the lower phases and methods of spirit inter- 
course have no essential connection with it. They are a 
“regrettable necessity” because of the spiritual blindness 
and deadness which have descended on the race. All the 
purest evidences of a spiritual world and of spirit ministry 
come through the interior channels of the enlightened 
understanding which may be quite destitute of scholarship 
and culture.” "That is their normal expression. But they 
have to take abnormal forms to make any convincing appeal 
to the majority who can only be approached by way of 
the senses, and to whom any communication regarding the 
nature of the life to come has to be put into physical terms if 
it isnot to be quite meaningless. The complaint of some— 
it isurged occasionally by well-fed men pathetically depen- 


2 pan fleshly comforts—that they are disgusted by the 


| this, sounds extremely droll. But to us it con- 
sign of grace. Such men have found something 
the life of the flesh, and yet have not discovered 


that the higher life after which they aspire may be lived, 
“ H 

though in the 
And as regards the hereafter, whether their 
external surroundings be ~“ or not, they may 
safely trust the universe to provide that which is best. Tt 
will give them all for which they aspire—when they de- 
serve it. 


in some measure at least, here and now 
body pent." 


materialistic ” 


* * * * 

Dr. Crawford’s researches, as outlined in his recently 
published book, " The Reality of Psychic Phenomena,” take 
as they are con- 
cerned with matter in an extremely attenuated form, de- 
rived from the medium and sitters, and acted upon by 


us into the realm of the ultra-physical, 


nervous or vital forces controlled by discarnate intelli- 
It is this association of mind with radiant matter 
that is so instructive and significant, as we seem at last to 
be in a position to bridge the gulf between matter and 
spirit and to arrive at a scientific explanation of some of 


gences. 


the anomalies and perplexities of the séance-room. One 
can begin to understand now why the mental attitude of 
the sitters counts for so much in a sitting, as it has a direct 
influence upon the radiation and condensation of the finely 
divided particles drawn from the circle and utilised in the 
production of physical phenomena as described and ex- 
Crawford’s remarkable little work. This 
action of mind incarnate upon matter is a common experi- 
An article of food, however 


plained in Dr. 


ence of our everyday life. 
nutritious it may be, if it offends the eye or palate, will 
prove less sustaining than one of inferior quality that is 
relished. Muscular effort, again, is largely dependent upon 
the mind’s attitude towards the object to be accomplished. 


* * * * 


Here, perhaps, we may be permitted to quote from Pro- 
fessor R. Blondlot’s Notes on the “ N " rays, communicated 
to the Paris Academy of Sciences, He says:— 


A peculiarity of the “ N” rays is their power of intensifying 
the glow of a small ne spark or a minute gas-jet when a 
pene sil of the r rays is allowed to impinge upon it. “Another effect 
of the “N ” rays is to increase the phosphorescent glow of a 
screen already rendered phosphorescent by exposure to sun- 
light. In observing the screen perfect silence must be main- 
tained at first, in order that the less luminous portion may be 
distinguished. After a time if one speaks aloud or whistles, or 
if a knife or a slightly bent stick or a clenched fist be brought 
near the cardboard all the spots of the specially prepared paint 
will become distinct and more luminous. 

Again, Dr. Kilner in “The Human Atmosphere” de- 
scribes several experiments which he made in order to in- 
vestigate the effect of will power upon the aura. He 
claims to have obtained direct evidence in several instances 
not only of a modification of the shape of the aura by the 
willing of rays from the throat, shoulders and breast of 
the subject, but of the inducing of changes of colour in 
various predetermined places. It is suggested that the 
auric vibrations are entirely outside the visible spectrum, 
as otherwise they would have been detected by persons of 
good eyesight, and it would not have been left to clairvoy- 
ants to recognise their existence. Kilner, like Blondlot, 
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made use of screens, but subsequent inquirers have found 
it difficult to repeat his experiment It is |] ible that 


his results may have been influenced by physiological as 


well as psychical condition 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE. 


A meoting of the Members and Associates of the Alliance 
will be held in the SALON or tHe Roya Soctety or BRITISH 
Antists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall East, S.W. (near the 
National Gallery), on 


THURSDAY EVENING, MARCH 22nd, 1917, 
When AN ADDRESS will be given by the 


REV. F. FIELDING-OULD, M.A. 


(Vicar of Christ Church, Albany Street, N.W.), 


ENTITLED 


"IS SPIRITUALISM OF THE DEVIL?" 

The doors will be opened at 7 o'clock, and the meeting will 
commence punctually at 7.30. 

Admission by ticket only. Two course tickets are sent at 
the begin ing of the season to each Member, and one to each 
Associate Other friends desiring to attend any of the lec- 
tures can obtain tickets by applying to Mr. F. W. South, 110, 
Bt, Martin's-lane, W.C., accompanying the application by a 
remittance of 1s. for each ticket. 


The concluding lecture of the season in the Salon will be 
given on April 26th by the Rev. J. Tyssul Davis, B.A., his 
subject being "Art and the Other World" (with lantern 
illustrations). 


MEETINGS AT 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 
Fon rug Srupy or Psyouican PHENOMENA. 


CrumvovANT DzscniPTIONS.— Tuesday nert, March 6th, 
Mrs. E. A. Cannock, at 3 p.m, No one will be admitted after 
that hour. 

Psyonto Crass,— Thursday nert, March 8th, at 5 p.m., 
lecture by Mr. W. J. Vanstone, Ph.D., on “John of Patmos,” 
the fifth of a series on " Tho Great Seers." 

INronwAL GarngniNGS.— Members and Associates are 
invited to attend the rooms at 110, St. Martin’s-lane, on 
Friday nert, March 9th, from 3 to 4, and to introduce 
friends interested in Spiritualism, for informal conversation, 
the exchange of experiences, and mutual helpfulness. 

Tanks with A Seimir CowTROL.—Friday nert, March 
fith, at 4 pm, brief address by " Morambo," the guide of 
Mrs, M. H. Wallis, on “The Problem of Prophecy,” 
followed by answers to questions from the audience (written 
or otherwise) pertinent to the subject or arising out of the 
statements made 


IMPORTANT NOTICE Admission to the Tuesday 
Séance is strictly confined to Members and their personal friends, 
for whom Members have the privilege of purchasing tickets at 
one shilling each, if application be mado defore the date of 
meeting. Each ticket must bear the name and address of tho 
person using it, and be signed by the Member through whom it 
is obtained, To all other meetings visitors can be admitted on 
payment of one shilling 


Tum Laws or tue HravgNLY Crry.—The city has no 
law for those who are perfect in love, for love fulfils all law ; 
perhaps this sounds to you a paradox, but it is truo, and proves 
to the letter that which is written : " As a man thinketh in his 
heart so is ho," for many are imperfect in Christ-love when 
they arrive from earth, though steeped in their Church's doc- 
trino, and these find many laws here, such as, " I must not force 
my theological views on others,” for here there is no theology ; 
and again, othors soo written over the doors of their homes 
"No time for gossip here.” Here no one is bolstered up with 
a falso character, for only truth can inhabit the city, so no one 
has a character to lose, The more perfect one is in love, tho 
nearer one's home is to the King's palace, which is in the 
centre of the oity, as I have before told you “The Invisible 
Near City," by A. B, O. W 


[March 3, 1917 


“THE REALITY OF PSYCHIC 
PHENOMENA,” 


Some REMARKS ON DR. CnaAwronp's New Book 


By Sır Otrver Lopae, F.R.S 

I wish’ to congratulate Dr. Crawford on the opportunities 
which he has had of investigating certain psycho-physical 
phenomena with care and preciston, and on the use which he 
has made of those opportunities. He has succeeded in making 
many of the observations which I was myself anxious to make 
in the case of Eusapia Palladino, and has answered some of the 
inevitable questions which arise, 

That he has been enabled to do this through the kindness 
of the Goligher family, who, in the interests of investigation, 
have allowed such a continuous series of experiments to be 
made, is a cause for gratitude. "The chief peculiarities of this 
noteworthy case are the dependableness of the phenomena and 
their subjection to control, which have evidently been quite 
exceptional ; and I think that Dr, Crawford has been wise in 
concentrating on one simple thing, namely, the untouched 
movements of a wooden object, and in trying to get the 
conditions of that phenomenon thoroughly analysed. 

I have myself considered this kind of movement as due to 
a sort of physiological extension of the normal muscular 
powers of a human being; and so did Professor Richet, who 
I 
then described some of them as suggesting a rigid rod extend. 
ing from the medium to the thrust object. Professor Richet 
called these weird things ectoplasms, and puzzled over them ss 
a physiologist. We did not associate this sort of thing with 


gave me the opportunity of seeing them many years ago. 


Spiritistic ideas: it did not appear necessary to do so. lam 
therefore rather struck with the concluding paragraph in Dr 
Crawford's Preface, where I find that although the phenomena 
chiefly emphasised are so simple and mechanical, he frankly 
volunteers a statement about what has come to be his conviction 
about their ultimate source. In what I have to say I shall 
not touch on that aspect of the subject, but shall attend only 
to the mechanical and material side of things. 

It:is clear to me that Dr. Crawford has justified his con- 
tention as to the locality of the main reaction during the 
levitation of an object, that is to say, that the weight of the 
levitated table is transferred to the medium; a conclusion 
which to a sceptie will seem, of course, the obvious one. 

The locality of the reaction was a thing I specially wanted 
to examine in Eusapia's case; but Miss Goligher differs from 
her in being docile and able to sit still while the phenomena are 
occurring. Consequently the difficulty of weighing a live animal, 
to which I have often referred (see, for instance, " Raymond,” 
page 293), does not apply in Miss Goligher's case, and the re- 
action ean be clearly traced. I confess I had thought it most 
likely that the reaetion was on the floor; and I am still sur- 
prised that none of it is on the floor. 

Jut it will be remembered that Dr. Crawford finds that if à 
scale-pan put below the table is at a height of about a foot, 
then there is a very considerable downward pressure on it— 
considerably more than the weight of the table. In that case 
there must certainly bea pressure on the floor. This is an odd 
result, in the light of the other observations; and when that 
pressure occurs it would seem to necessitate a diminution of 
the force which the medium's weight exerts on the platform of 
the weighing machine on which she sits. But, so far as I re- 
member, no such diminution of apparent weight was recorded. 

Dr. Crawford will, of course, see the point instantly 
viz., that if the reaction on the floor-balance was 301b., and the 
table weighed 101b., the medium ought to have appeared lighter 
by 201b. 

My first question, then, is whether this was ever observed, 

My second question relates to the extra weights which were 


sometimes placed on the table—either by a man sitting on it, 


or by his trying to hold it down. In that case a great excess 
of weight should have appeared on the medium, or else a con- 
siderable reaction on the floor, I do not see that either of 


these things is recorded. I should have thought that it would 
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have been desirable to have a half-hundredweight and other 
weights available for loading the levitated table—reading the 
weighing machine each time, and also the floor seale-pan. Some 
flanged table-covers of sheet lead might be convenient. 

Moreover, when a man is sitting on the raised table, if 
there is still no reaction on the floor, there must be a heavy 
tuming moment on the medium’s body, sufficient surely to 
tilt hor off the weighing machine. Indeed, even when there is 

© no such violent force applied, the bending moment due to the 
weight of the table would seem worthy of attention ; and it is 
desirable to Know whether the human body sustained the 
whole of it, or whether some of it was applied to the standard 
or other part of the weighing machine. 

Again, there is the curious experiment when the table 
is inverted on the floor, and a man finds it difficult to lift, 
That effort would seem to necessitate an almost complete 
levitation of the medium; unless the reaction was really on 
the floor, as by a kind of glue. 

I will not refer to other matters at present, except to call 
attention to what may seem to be slight inconsistencies, which, 
ño doubt, can easily be explained. 

On page 82 it is said that the table had a lower leaf; 
Whereas nothing had been said about that before, and it does 
hot appear in the diagrams. On page 93 a picture of such 
A table is given, and it is evidently a different table from that 
represented in the diagram on page 67 ; indeed, it is said— 
though perhaps not clearly enough—to be different. But then 
on page 127 the table is said to possess wooden bars near the 
floor, to strengthen the legs; though those bars do not appear 
in any of the diagrams. 

Hence, in spite of the scrupulous care taken to describe 
all the circumstances, there remains some uncertainty in a 
readers mind as to the exact kind of tableused. In a case like 
this a photograph of the table would seem to be more important 
than a photograph of a scale-pan or spring balance. 

IT only mention these things because I can perceive how 
anxious Dr, Crawford has been to record every circumstance, 
however trivial, that either could or might be supposed to have 
any influence on the result; and the object of this communi- 
cation is (1) to show interest in the record, and (2) to enable 


Dr, Crawford to amplify it in one or two places, as doubtless 
he can from his already obtained facts. 


T. W. H. MYERS’ DEBT TO PSYCHICAL RESEARCH. 


"We take the following from a sermon by Dr. J. Fort 
Wewton, reported in the “ Christian Commonwealth” of the 
21st ult, :— 


Ask the next man you meet if he believes in life after death, 
and ho will no doubt tell you that he does. But does he? 
How few really believe it at all. For most of us it is little 
more than a filmy mist floating on the surface of the soul, 
unless some deep woe has forced us to face it. Many, like 
Kant, live “as if” immortality were true—which is one way to 
Win faith—but few realise it as a fact commanding conviction. 
What it means to have a real assurance of the deathless life 
may be seen in the life of the late Frederic Myers, who, by 
the way of psychic research, came to certainty -with respect to 
it. With the manner by which he arrived at assurance we 
have not now to do, but with its influence upon his life 
and character, His friend William James gave this testimony, 
and it makes one wistful to read it: " Myers's character grew 
stronger in every particular. Brought up on literature and 
"sentiment, something of a courtier, passionate, disdainful and 
"impatient naturally, he was made over again from the day 

‘when he took up psychical research seriously. He became 

) learned in science, circumspect, democratic in sympathy, end- 

> lessly patient, and, above all, happy. The fortitude of his last 

"hours touched the heroic, so completely were the atrocious suf- 

srings of his body cast into insignificance by his interest in the 

2 cause he lived for. When a man’s pursuit gradually makes his 

b! iu shine and grow handsome, you may be sure it is a worthy 

What a transfiguration, what an emancipation from the 
fof days by a faith that had become for him a fact ! 


mof sight, out of mind!” says the old saw, but no saw 
#0 clean across the grain of honest truth as this ; out 
ifyou wish, but never “out of mind "—the subconscious 
"our past every time.—“ Manual of Hypnotism,” by 
Huxr. 
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THE LATE W. J. COLVILLE: A TRIBUTE. 


By STANLEY GORDON. 


I read with deep regret in Licut of February 17th of 
the transition of Mr. W. J. Colville. Hehas now entered upon 
the fullness of life that awaits the faithful and the brave, but I 
mourn the loss of so valiant a worker in the vast field of 
spiritual emancipation. 

For many years it was only at rare intervals that it was 
possible for me to come into contact with mediums, Mr. J.J. 
Morse, now editor of “The Two Worlds,” was the first 
medium I ever heard speak in trance, and he it was convinced 
me of the reality of psychic phenomena. About eight years 
afterwards I happened to be in London, and as I saw that Mr, 
Colville was advertised to speak, I attended a series of lectures 
delivered by him. The lectures were remarkable in their way. 
His grasp of difficult subjects was surprising in so young a man. 
That was in 1886. He would then be about twenty-nine years 
of age. But it was when I met him privately that I was more 
than astonished at the wealth of his learning. I had then 
taken my degree at the University, and was fortunate enough 
to be Medallist in the Class of Ecclesiastical History. 

In his normal condition at that time, Mr. Colville was a 
fairly well-informed young man. He had been attracted to 
Father Ignatius in his youth, and that was a link between us, 
But on the whole I felt that I knew as much as he did on most 
subjects. When, however, he passed into the trance condition, 


which he did with the utmost ease, he became a transformed 
man. His knowledge of Church history simply astonished me. 
Iquestioned him about the Church Fathers, the gnostics, the 
various Church controversies, and he seemed to possess the most 
intimate acquaintance with all these subjects. But when in his 
normal state I mentioned any subject connected with early 
Church history, he appeared to know nothing about it, This 
left an indelible impression upon my mind 

I can well recall a happy afternoon we spent together on 
Hampstead Heath, and that in the evening afterwards he simply 
went to the piano and, after playing a few notes of music, 
summed up all the events of the day in a beautiful poem. It 
was Primrose Day, and he paid a fitting compliment to the 
memory of Beaconsfield. My brother, who was present, was so 
astonished that he said to me afterwards, " That man is a 
genius!” I knew that there was a deeper explanation. 

Only once again did I ever see and hear him. Our paths 
lay far apart. But some years ago I heard him deliver a lec- 
ture in the rooms of the London Spiritualist Alliance, He had 
become grey and somewhat worn in appearance. 

I have never seen his name or read his various messages 
without recalling those early days of fellowship. "This world 
is poorer through his transition. His undoubted gifts were 
freely given to the cause of the higher emancipation of the 
human mind. He was one of the pioneers of that era which 
is yet to be. Many will cherish with gratitude the memory of 
this brave and good man, who so fearlessly faced the world as 
the ambassador of the truths of spirit communion, and of the 


reality of that life upon which he has now entered. 


PROFESSIONAL MEDIUMSHIP. 


Miss H. A. Dallas writes :— 


I wish to endorse strongly the remarks made in Lady 
Mosley's letter. I am sure that the advertisement sheet 
tends to lower respect for the subject which Licur so 
ably presents. I have long wished to see this sheet abolished. 
I would like also to support the suggestion that a register of 
the names and addresses of genuine and reputable mediums 
shall be kept at the oflice of the Alliance for the information 
of inquirers. 


Sır AnrHUR Conan DovLE.— We are pleased to be able to 
state that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, after finding that he would 
be unable to address the Alliance on the 22nd ult, kindly 
offered to do so later in the present session. In view, however, 
of the fact that the remaining available dates are now filled, we 
have asked him to postpone the fulfilment of his offer until the 
autumn session, a request with which it is anticipated he will 
be able to comply. 
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THE COMING OF A GREAT TEACHER. | 


obedient creature of God to an active recognition of the laws 
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© Howard, and Mr. T. Greathead Harper, and remarked that Dr. 
Powell's views, as those of a man who’ combined a practical 
2 $ 
experience of the world as editor of a daily newspaper with 
extensive knowledge of psychic subjects (a combination not 
ge psy J 
often found), would be of special interest to them. 

Dk. PowELL said that one of the most fruitful of the ma 
psyehie upheavals in the history of mankind was the 
Gimstianity. The advent of its founder was s 
general expectation throughout the Roman End ( 
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‘flowers rank 
Nature,” had gone on to show the wonderful part they played 
in the great economy of Nature, a 
the outcome of a transcendent 


amongst the most 


mighty scheme before whose 


marvellous order and precision 
Intelligence 
science now told us that the flower had a conscious life, that 


the mind recoiled in awe and admiration. Psychic 


Emerson was not wrong when he said that the trees in 
his garden weleomed his return and looked the brighter 
for it defended the existence of the Creator by 


the argument from design, construction of a 


Paley 
based on the 
rgument from the watch had long been super- 
When the intellectual 
not in 


watch. Thea 
seded by the argument from the flower. 
standard of all Christendom was rising so fast, might we 
the profoundest reverence look for another teacher—not one 
who should cancel, repudiate, or obscure the sacred and 
venerable truths of the past, but one who should put us on the 
track of new interpretations, as far above our comprehension 
as the twentieth century lesson of the lilies was beyond the 
intelligence of the Saviour's audience in the days of long ago ? 
Science saw the signs, but what the world expected was a new 
and supreme Interpreter of the things signified. Thirty years 
ago it would have been difficult to affirm that Science recognised 
a mystery, almost a sacramental mystery, behind the life and 
body of man. Butin the presence of the awful phenomena of 
the last two and a-half that attitude 


We were seeing all the problems in a new 


years, had been pro- 
foundly modified 
light. For the first time in man’s history his knowledge as dis- 
tinct from his faith told him that he was compassed about by 
a great cloud of witnesses. The alchemist’s search for the 
Elixir of Life, the Philosopher’s Stone, and the Transmutation 
of Metals certainly started us on the road which led ulti- 
^ What 
if our psychic science is the first groping in the direction in 
a if the 


forerunners of 


mately to the beneficent studies of modern chemistry. 


which humanity is destined soon to travel? 
voices which we hear from the Beyond are the 
the Great Unveiler already on his way to us ? " 

Dr. Powell next advanced an argument from what Drum- 
mond called the arrest of the body—that is to say, that 
physically man has reached his best and cannot develop further. 


re of evolution 


How striking it was that just as we reach this sta; 
with the inorganic and organic behind us, the points of contact 
between us and the psychic planes should become so numerous ! 


We need not imagine our 
the Flesh. God manifest in the Flesh was, if we may say so 
with all reverence, a necessary concession toa world which had 
to be reached through physical media, through physical phe- 
nomena, through teaching largely illustrated by physical 
analogies and based upon physi al laws. The suffering Life, 
the agony, the betrayal, and the supreme 
largely physical in their appeal to mankind 
our three-hour services on Good Friday testify, 
of the appeal to the devotion and 
spectacle and 
such an appeal 


great Unveiler as manifest in 


sacrifice, were all 
Even now, as 
there is no 
gratitude 
memory of physical 
cannot be. 


cessation 
generated by the 


suffering. Spiritually adequate 


But I conceive that the increasing revelation of the 
super-organic and the psychical may bring us an Unveiler 
who is himself super-organic and psychical. As we ex- 


haust, so to speak, the science cf the seen, we approach nearer 
to the subtler energies of the Universe, the ineffable Mystery 
of the Unseen. If the Second Adam manifested in a physical 
frame, the Third Adam may possibly inaugurate a psychic era 
by a revelation from an entirely non-physical source. There 
may be no enshrinement in the flesh at all. The revelation of 
the First Person of the Trinity was mado to the r 1 almost 
entirely through His works. Men sought Him an 
Him, in various “if haply rs y might 
feel after Him and find Him," as St. Paul says; " though He is 
not far from each one of us.” No man hath seen God (the Father) 
atany time, though He who was the brightness of His glory, and 
the express image of His Person, said that " he who hath seen 
me hath seen the Father had seen Him, that is to say, in the 
revelation of His Son. But this revelation of the Second 
Person of the Trinity was“limited and conditioned by the 
material environment to which He descended, and amid which 
He functioned. Whatif the Third Person of the Triune God- 
head, thus far hindered, if not entirely excluded, by our 
terrestrial materialism from functioning among us as He would 
desire, should find, in a regenerate world, the apt recipient of 
a revelation so lofty that it has been hitherto impossible to 
declare or convey it * The tendency towards psychic develop- 


imaged 


guises as they searche es 


beautiful productions of 
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ment now so plainly observable, needs a guide, so that i 
psychic entity may be the more closely aap teo to a psy 
environment. Such an adaptation would, in such cir 

stances, be a condition of progress; and a revelation direc 
to that end, a revelation Se nditioned, unhampered, 1 

stricted by the physical and the material, would represent{ 
gladdened the heas 
of man, during all the millions of years of his struggle üpwar 
from a dumb and degraded animalism into a hope which] 
heart can feel, though his lips can frame no words that gi 


it adequate expression. 


humanity such a message as has never yet 


Dr. Powell's 


on the highest science, 


address, which was of great eloquence, drawin 
philosophy and literature of the dy 
and showing a wide range of thought, was heard with inte f 
interest throughout, and the present report can do little m 
than touch some of its leading points. In the course of iy 
peroration, the speaker said : 

The time is ripe for an advance along the whole line 
civilisation, Humanity only wants the authoritative comman 
and every analogy, every precedent, every anticipation, evay 
achievement, is pregnant with suggestion that it will not hay 
to wait long. Even the notes of preparation, of patience ar 
of sacrifice which are sounding all around us seem to blend a 
harmonise with the psychic expectancy that thrills our spiri 

the searchlights, the vigilance, the deepening sense of pe 
sonal and social responsibility, the solemn recognition of sor 
mighty finger writing our destiny 
blazoned with the fiats of Eternal Law, and, 
realisation that a sacred fire which only flickered on ou 
national altars three years ago is now bright with tongues d 
vigorous flame--a signal and a beacon to all mankind. 


upon a scroll uil 
above all, t 


TIME AND THE 


> 


By tHe Rey. F. Frecpine-Outp, M.A. 


7 

HOUR. | 
St. John had a vision of a mighty angel standing with o ] 
foot on the land and the other on the sea, who lifted his ha 
towards heaven and swore by the Eternal that there should 


time no longer. Spiritualists have as a rule a much elean 
realisation than other Christians of the immensity of 1 
While tg 
latter see the curtain rising on a final and imminent trai 
light reac 


spheres, states and realms un 


destiny which lies before the children of earth. 


formation scene, the former see a ladder of n. 


through endless gradations, 


even the imagination faints and fails. Conditions will W$ 
entered, principles assimilated, laws encountered and obeyed 


What mi 


life mean to us when we enter the heavens of contemplation® 
How m 


which we have as yet not the faintest conception. 


How will /ove in such a condition express itself ? 
worship react upon a soul which stands enraptured in the ug 
shall at quite an early sta 


created fire of the Divine ? There 


but there must, it would 


uccessm 


» arel 


some seny 


be no more timo, seem, be 


of events ; for to God alone, who has no past or future 
things eternally present. Succession of events in 


constitutes time. But it may be that such time is ignored, uU 
noticed a 
to exist. 


Here we fit all things in between the two fixed points of Í 


nd of so minute an importance that it may be "T 


and death, and time to an hotitly perishing material body is | 
real thing which must be reckoned with. But conceive a sti 
where these things are not, where there is no growing "« M 
and no decay, and where eternity stretches without a check 

break before the exulting spirit. Time, as we know it, would M 
eliminated, mere duration would have become a triviality. W 
shall no longer measure our lives by hours and years, but by a 
When we got 


sunny, uneventé 


perience, achievement and intensity of thought 


the seaside for a holiday, how quickly the 
days smile themselves away ; " how rapidly the Sundays osii 
round," we say. But when we return home, in one day Vi 


anxious, strenuous work we live "longer" than we did ins 
those lazy weeks, “Ah,” 
venture, “I lived a lifetime in that moment! 
The oldest man in England, who is he? The tottering invi 
who for a century has never been out of his native villagi li 
No, the " oldest " well, shall we say M | 


Lloyd George ? 


says the soldier, recounting his # 


and so he dM 


man in England 
The world has lived a century in the MM 
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three years; the calendar does not show it, but it is a wiser, 
richer, fuller, riper world, and is rapidly growing up. 

There is truth in the saying, “The good die young,” for 
they complete their earth education more rapidly than the 
inconsistent, who slip back a step for every two they advance, 
Ti their work is done they may go, for thongh young in years 
they are mature in achievement and experience. Jeanne d'Arc 
Was nineteen when she passed in flame; S. Francis, when he 
died, an old, old man of forty-five. 


‘ON COMMON SENSE AND THE 
WHICH IS UNCOMMON. 


SENSE 


By Mns. PHILIP CHAMPION DE CnmEsPIGNY. 


We seem to have heard a good deal about “ common sense” 
lately; it is a favourite term with those who disbelieve in 
“spooks,” and who lay claim to the possession of a far deeper 
insight into the subject than that of practised experts— 
through, one can only imagine, an intuition that in itself would 
savour of the uncanny. ‘Incidentally, it would be interesting 
to know whether “common sense” argues a disbelief in 
Espooks,” or a disbelief in “spooks” argues “ 
Apparently the two always go together. 

And yet, what has “common sense” ever done for the 
world? Has it done anything but make use of the experience 
Mmd tools provided for it by the “visionaries and dreamers” 
hom it holds in such scorn—the denizens of the realm pre- 
sumably outside the pale of common sense? Thirty years ago 
“Common sense" told us we should never learn to fly; the 
madmen” and visionaries turned a deaf ear, and to-day we 
faye aeroplanes. “Common sense” maintained iron ships would 
not float, but the modern battleship flouts it in the face, and 
one would have thought the lesson might have been taken to 
‘hea 

‘When Galvani was experimenting with the legs of frogs, 
common sense ” dubbed him the “ frogs’ dancing-master,” and 
dcan easily imagine its exquisite amusement when Franklin 
took to flying kites. There was a time when it said the world 
S flat, but has since been persuaded to think otherwise. 
hing discouraged, towards the end of the last century 
‘common sense" told us there was no God; now, even 7 allows 
that people who believe in a Deity may not be entirely devoid 
of all pretensions to a brain. 

"Had the world been dependent on "common sense" we 
mld have had neither aeroplanes nor motors, neither tele- 
nor steam engines; probably not even bows and arrows 
or the primitive devices of the Stone Age. The dreamers— 
those believers in the limitless possibilities of scientific discovery 
linve been the pioneers : “common sense " 
de the world go round, not even having sufficient of itself 
to elise its own limitations, but continuing to scoff where it 
not understand, in spite of all the experience of the 


common sense.” 


would never have 


And now, while the “visionaries and dreamers” are lifting 
o lifted—the veil between this plane and the next, 
mmon sense” stands aloof and holds its sides with laughter, 
not know the difference between a planet and a star, 
should be succeeded by thunder instead of the 
Way about, or the most elementary rudiments of 
ry, but it is ready with its pronouncements on far 
t sides of Nature. Although it has never forwarded 
‘of evolution by one hair's breadth, it continues to 
who do, fatuously complacent behind the ram- 
n mediocrity. . 

s that at the least " common sense" 
rained from writing on subjects it does not 
t even that saving grace is denied it. 


4 
inehtning 


[OTHER or NATIONS."—An intensely interest- 
this subject was delivered by Mr. J. H. Van 
of the Royal Society of British Artists on 
a report of which will commence in our 
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OCCULT PRACTICES IN ANCIENT EGYPT, 


In “Popular Stories of Ancient Egypt,” 
Egyptian sources by Maspero, and reproduced in English in 
1915, there is a story entitled “ " 
Spirit." The narrative includes a description of Pharaoh, the 
King of Egypt, consulting the god, who gives his consent to a 
certain proposal, thus: “The god nodded with his hoad 
greatly twice." 


translated from 


Phe Princess and the Possessing 


On this Maspero comments :— 


In order to understand this passage, it must be remembered 
that, according to ancient beliefs, each divine statue contained 
a double, detached from the actual person of the god that it 
represented, and that the statue was a real incarnation of the 
god, differing from other incarnations of the same kind. The 
statues animated by a double expressed their wishes sometimes 
with the voice, sometimes by cadenced movements. We know 
that Queen Hatshopsuitu heard the god Amon command her to 
send a fleet to the Ports of Incense to bring back the perfumes 
required for thecult. The kings of the 20th and 21st dynasties, 
less fortunate, usually obtained only movements, always of the 
same kind; when they asked a question of a god, the statue 
remained motionless if the reply was in the negative, but it 
nodded its head twice vigorously if favourable, as was the case 
here. These consultations were carried on according to a 
strictly regulated ceremonial, of which contemporary texts have 
preserved the principal details. 


The object of the 
Thebes, god of good counsel, to transmit his virtue to Khonsu, 


King’s enquiry was to ask Khonsu in 
who rules destinies, the great god who drives away foreigners, 
and then to take him to the Princess, to expel the possessing 
spirit. * And Khonsu in Thebes, good counsel, nodded 
with his head greatly, twice, and he made the transmission of 


god of 


magic virtue to Khonsu who rules destinies in Thebes, four 


times.” On this Maspero comments as follows :— 


The innate virtue or power of the ls, the sa, 
have been regarded by the Egyptians as a sort of fluid, similar 
to that which we call by different names—magnetic fluid, aura, 
&c. It was transmitted by imposition of hands and by actual 
passes, performed on the neck or spine of the recipient, This 
was called Satapu-sa, and may be translated more or less closely 
as “practising passes," The ceremony by which the first 
Khonsu transmitted his virtue to the second is rather frequently 
represented on the monuments, in scenes where the statue of a 
god is represented making passes on a king. The statue, 
usualy a wooden one, had movable limbs; it embraced the 
king and passed its hand over his neck while he knelt before it 
with his back turned to it. Each statue had at its consecration 
acquired not only a double, but also some part of the magic 
virtue of the god it represented ; the sa of his life was behind it, 
animating and permeating it, in proportion as the statue made 
use of some part of what it possessed for transmission. The 
god himself, whom this perpetual outflow of sa might have 
exhausted, could supply himself from a mysterious reservoir of 
sa contained in the other world ; it is not stated by what means 
this lake of sa was itself supplied. 


seems to 


POINTS OF VIEW. 


Miss S. Ruth Canton writes that although much interested 
in the South African ghost story related by a hospital nurse 
(p. 51), she cannot agree with the 


sentiment that “our world 


is in much more conformity with hell than with heaven." Miss 
Canton continues :— 

We are sons of God, but at present only very little ones. 
We totter and tumble, we stutter and lisp, we are rude, 
rough, naughty and mischievous, but as yet we know no better, 
Children as we are, we are nearer heaven than hell, even now. 
It is easy for men to see our glaring faults—it needs the eyes 
of a God to detect our secret virtues. The patient Father sees 
them, and slowly, but surely, is training us to become noble 
men and women, fit for His better service. 

It is nothing to Him if He has to wait thousands of years 
merely to complete a stratum of the earth. He certainly will 
not grudge the same, and more, to bring to perfection the sons 
who bear His name. 


Tug Porrcg Rarps.—At Marylebone Police-court, on 
Saturday last, Mr. Horace Leaf was fined £20 with £5 5s. costs; 
Madame Vox £15 with £5 5s costs (in this case notice of appeal 
was given); Mrs, Susan Fielder and Madame Leslie were each 
sentenced to two months' imprisonment ; while Mrs. Olive Busb 
(or Starl) was remanded, the charge in each case being fortune 


telling. 
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GHOSTS AND HAUNTINGS PILATE SAITH UNTO HIM, “WHAT IS TRUTH 
MYSTERY VERSUS MATTER or Fact Everyone wa tting bored by tl iment bet 
Brown and Jone All felt that B t be right and t 
A goodly company attended at the rooms of tho Alliance Jones was an as At | Brown sa My dear Jone 
on the 9th ult, to hear what " Morambo," the guide of Mrs cannot argue all night L1 e not on entific opi 
M. H. Wallis, had to say on the subject of ~ Ghosts and with me, but common-sens I fully admit that, when 
Hauntings.” He began by claiming first that man, whether in droam, our dreams are objective to us, they juite as real 
this sphere of existence or in the next, was pirit; secondly, us as waking experience But when we e we lmowt 
that spirits in the next sphere constantly returned, and some what we have been dreamin non T insat 
of them remained in somewhat close association with earth judgment t be right 
conditions ; and thirdly, that strong desire was a force which, “My dear Brown,” said Jones, “ suffi je to tell y 
to n large extent, rendered spiritual presence manifest, Adding story; when Ihave finished you shall have the last word and 
to this the fact that just as travellers in distant lands often peacefully to bed S 
experienced a great longing for the home they had left and for “Two thousand years ago a man named Caius Lepil 
the society of its inmates, so the spirit after transition often lived in Rome One night he had a strange dream, and Ir 
experienced intense longing both for the presence of loved tell his dream as it is reported he told it to wife t 
ones still on earth and for the old familiar scenes, and we had thousand vears ago. 
much to explain apparitional presentments, portents and other “iy A RAS two thousand years had passed, and that Ly 
spasmodic indications of spirit activity— especially if we remem living in that future time. I was travelling swiftly and n 
bered that many persons who were not of necessity mediums lessly in a carriage, and yet there was nothing that movedt 


in the sense of being subject to spirit control, might yet be carriage, I was in a dark place, when suddenly from above 


endowed with psychical powers which rendered them sensitive sun, untouched by human hands, blazed forth light, and I 
to spiritual influences. It had been evidenced through I was in a glorious building. I was here in Rome, you well 
Modern Spiritualism that, given certain conditions, a well-de- in Constantinople, and yet you were talking to me at my 


- 


veloped medium could come into conscious touch with friends on 


the other side who were desirous of manifesting, but it should 


be recognised that those same conditions might occasionally be 
present in the case of persons who were not in any way familiar 
with the fact of spirit intercourse. Mediumistie powers were 
often dormant and therefore unsuspected till some passionate 
emotion supplied the condition which broke down the barriers 
which had been erected and consciously or unconsciously main- 
tained between the two states of being. It was therefore 
natural to expect that in the present time of stress those who 
had lost dear ones should receive indications of their presence. 
Before passing from this part of his subject " Morambo " 


fessed to some feeling of amusement at the idea which usually 


con- 


lay behind the employment of the word “ ghosts" in reference 


and then I saw the ceremony which joined you to me take pl 
All thi 
I dreamt, and, as I dreamt, it was all real and possible.' 
" When he had told his dream, Caius and his wif 
its absurdity, and they said, ‘ What strange, im] 


exactly as it took place ten years ago. ind much e 


the gods send us ! 
" You made up that story, Jones 
While Caiu 


Brown. 


JONES. " That is not the question. was asle 
he judged all that he dreamt of as possible and reasonalld 


When he judged all he had dreamt of asim 


possible and unreasonable. The question is, which judgué 


was awake he 1 


was right, the sleeping or the waking judgment ? What dos 
say?” 


Brown. “I say, Good night, old fellow. If I dream 


to spirits who were no longer associated with a physical body what is going to happen in 3916 I will give you a reply then 


or physical environment—the idea, namely, of something two thousand years hence." 


TULW 


shadowy,unsubstantial, unreal, whereas they and their surround- GERALD 
old : oe 


traditions of people who had passed away many years, perhaps 


ings were every bit as real as before. Coming to the 


~ 


“LIGHT” “TRIAL” SUBSCRIPTION. 


centuries, ago, returning to re-enact some scene or scenes in 


oe 


| f their past lives, these might be explained in some degree by a = 
M il recognition of the psychometrical faculty which enabled its As an inducement to new and casual readers to becom 
HT a possessor to read some of the pages of the great book of life. subscribers, Ligur will be sent for thirteen weeks, post fr 


A process of registration of the spiritual side, both of this life for 2s. 6d., asa “ trial ” subscription. It is suggested that reguli 
Given the key, the 
power of perception, that room would be seen to be haunted 
by the thoughts and feelings of the people who had been there 


Some people were thus enabled to come into 


readers who have friends to whom they would like to introdus 


and the other, was continually going on, 
the paper should avail themselves of this offer, and forward i 


the Manager of Lien at this office the names and address 
with tl 


of such friends, upon receipt of which, together 
requisite postal order, he wil lbe pleased to send Lranr to "m 


in the past, 
contact with old-time happenings, and in occasional instances 
they felt themselves so closely identified with. what they 
witnessed that they imagined they had been actual participants i^ | 
in the events they described. Many of the experiences related k i 
of apparitions might be attributed to this faculty of psycho- have learnt 
metry. In regard to hauntings due allowance must, of course, 


hy post as stated above. 


TRANSITION OF Mr. R., J. MACLACHLAN.— Wo 
with regret of the decease on the 18th ult. of Mr. Robert! 
Maclachlan, of Dunalaster, Howwood, Renfrewshire, Mi 
Maclachlan, who was formerly British Consul at Bel 
British Honduras, was an old reader of Lian, and both! 


be made for the proneness of the imagination to add vivid 
touches to narratives of what might have been very simple 


SS Li SRS eS 


lappenings. ; ; MES 
n" hapy 18 and his wife were long associated with the movement in Sof 
T mine = land. ‘The widow and family have our sympathy and thali 
ny all who knew them. Mrs, Maclachlan, it may be mentions 


is a daughter of the late Mr. and Mrs. Alexander MacNab! 


A LoNGa-EXPECTED and remarkable book by Sir William 
Howwood, a family well and honourably known in the distrid 


3 Barrett, F.R.S will shortly be published by Messrs, Kegan 


Paul, Trench, Triibner and Co., Ltd. It is entitled “ On the 
Threshold of the Unseen,” and incorporates a revision of a 
smaller book by the author called " On the Threshold of a New 
World of Thought.” ‘This new book gives the result of the 
author's long and wide experience of the evidence for survival 
after death, together with a critical discussion of the phenomena 
of Spiritualism from a scientific and religious standpoint, Some 
of the most arresting evidence for survival adduced by Sir 
William eame through his own personal friends, and has not 
hitherto been published, 


A new book by Mr. J. Arthur Hill, " Psychical Invest 
gations,” will be published next week by Messrs, Cassell & 09 
It contains the record of evidences obtained by Mr, Hi 
through a remarkable sensitive, Mr. A. Wilkinson, and conne 
with Sir Oliver Lodge's “ Raymond” by. reason of the inclusit 
of much interesting matter purporting to come from Lieutens 
Raymond Lodge, some of it being markedly evidential, It®} 
not only a record but a commentary: Mr. Hill considers W 
relation between psychical research and religion, and outlinf 
a theology in harmony with the facts of psychic science, 


| Morning, 11.15 
Evening, 6,30 
i 
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A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research, 


"Liour! More Lionrt !”— Goethe. 


“WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST 18 LIGET !"—Paul, 
No. 1,887.—Von. XXXVII, [Registered as] — SarunpAv, Marca 10,1917. [a Newspaper. | Paice "TWOPENCE, 
: + Per post, 10s, 10d. per annum, 


Sixth Edition Now Ready. 


RAYMOND, OR LIFE AND DEATH. 


With Examples of the Evidence for Survival 
of Memory and Affection after Death. 


By SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S. 
With 


London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 


110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


Programme of Meetings for the Coming Weck. 


TUESDAY, March 13th, at 3 p.m.— 
For Members ONLY. 
Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions, 
NO admission after 3 o'clock, 


Vighteen Illustrations. 


This yery remarkable book is the record by a distinguished 
father of a brave soldier son, Raymond Lodge was killed 
in Flanders in 1915 ; but Sir Oliver Lodge claims to have 
had communication with him since, and in the hope that 
other bereaved relatives and friends may have their grief 
similarly softened and their loss alleviated, he has consented 
to the publication of this very intimate record of séances. 
It tells the story of Raymond Lodges young life and of 
his death. It then gives full details "ab the communica- 
tions which his friends received from him in the spirit 
world, and this ia done in order that such a narrative may 
give hope and comfort to mourners. The third part deals 
with Life and Death, of the body and the mind, of 
Christian psychology and of the idea of God. 


THURSDAY. March 15th, at 5 p.m.— 
Members and Associates Free ; 
Psychic Class a as 
Lecture « on ** E gypt: 


Visitors, 1s. 
: Mz. W. J. VANSTONR. 
The Dynasties.” 


IDA, March 16th, at 4 p.m.— 


Members and Associates Free; 
Talks with a Spirit Control "rn 


Visitors, 1s. 
Mes, M. H. WALLIS, 


The next lectura at the Salon of the Royal Society of British 
Artists will be given at 7.30 p.m., on Thursday, March 22nd, by the 
Rev. F. Fielding-Ould, M.A. ‘Subject, "Is Spiritualism of the 
Devil?" 

Sir O:iver Lodge's book sets the sc ie nce of psychical research defin- 
itely upon a new footiag —“ Tings.’ 

A very interesting, and what is more, 
—'' SPECTATOR.” 

Cloth, 403 pages, II/- net post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTINS LANE, W.C. 


Members’ and Associates’ Subscriptions for 1917 


ARE NOW OVERDUE, 


And should be forwarded at once, payable to 
Hangy WirHALL, Hon. Treasurer. 


& very courageous book. 


Subscription to December 31st, 1917, 
MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES. Half-a-Guinea. 


For further particulars regarding the work of the Alliance 
app'y to the Secretary. 


The Reality of Psychic Phenomena, 


Raps, Levitations, &c. 
By W. J. CRAWFORD, D.Se. 


- Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering, the Municipal Techr 
Institute, Belfast; Extra Mural Lecturer in Mechanical Engineer 
Queen's University of Belfast, &c. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
Will hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 o'clock at 
STEINWAY HALL, LOWER SEYMOUR 

STREET, W. 
(Just off Oxford-street, close to Portman Square). 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 
REV. SUSANNAH HARRIS, Address, 
“Why I ama Spiritualist.” 
March 18th—Mrs. Mary Davies, Address and Clairvoyance. 


Admission Free. Collection. Inquirers cordially invited. Doors open 
at 6 p.m. No admission after 6.40 p.m. 


SOME OF THE CONTENTS.—Composition of the Circle, Phenomena, 


&c,, Phonograph Record of the Noises, Reaction During Levitation of 
the Table, Levitation over a Weighing Machine, Experiments with 
Compression Spring Balance Underneath the ated Table, Raps, 
Rod Theory for Raps, Miscellaneous Experiments. 


Cloth, Illustrated, 246 pages, 4s. 11d. post free. 
OFFICE OF " LIGHT," 110, ST. M ARTIN'S LANE, W.C, 


DR. ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE, 0.M.,D.C.L.F. R8 


Writes : 
Of the more serious books dealing with the ethics and s uf 
Spiritualism I will only direct the readers’ attention to two :— 
‘Spirit Teachings,’ by W. Stainton Moses, M.A., and | 
*Psyehie Philosophy as the Foundation of a Religion AW 
of Natural Law,’ by V. C. Desertis. | 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism). 


The Tenan Academy of Music, 
22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 
ON SUNDAY, MARCH liru.' 


Mrs. Farmc.ovcs SMITH. 
Inspirational Address, 


n. T" Mars. FargcLovoH SMITH. 
lA wers. to Written Questions. 
Healing Service after Evening Meeting. 


To such who wish to obtain some knowled ge of the higher aspects 
of Modern Spiritualism I strongly recommend these two works. 


‘SPIRIT TEACHINGS,’ 3/11, post free. | 
‘PSYCHIC PHILOSOPHY,’ 3/11, 2285 | 
OFFICE 01 OF “LIGHT,” 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, Wo. 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
| THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 
13, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. } 
SUNDAY NEXT, MARCH.lira. 
SUNDAY, MARCH lira. Evening, 6.30, Service, .MRS. CANNOCK 
eo... NM P. E. BEARD. WEDNESDAY NEXT, MARCH Urn. f 
pam. ... I ae -. DR. W. J. VANSTONE. | Evening, 7.30, Lecture on Astrology . MRS. E. CLARKE. | 


. WEDNESDAY, MARCH l4rH, AT 7,30 P.M, 


HEALING.—Wednesdays, 3 t Sund 4.30 0, 
MRS. MARY DAVIES No charge. Fieowll of nS 


Mr. Boot. No charge. Freowill offerings. 


i LIGHT. 


Interesting & Instructive Talks by Mrs. Fairclough Smith 


EVERY WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, ar 3 O'CLOCK. 
Subjects—" THE HUMAN AURA, COLOURS &c 
Ad ludes Tea, 


FOR LADIES ONLY. 


AND CI ASSES EVERY WEDNESDAY EVEN YING, AT S O'CLOCK 

prompt, nd THURSD. AY AFTI RNOO N. A , for , Spiritual 

nd M ] Dex I C Y = Mind Building For 
S0, YORK STREET, BAKER STREET, W. 


THE SPIRITUALIST EDUCATION COUNCIL 
LECTURES 
At New Oxford Galleries, 77, New Oxford St., London, W. 
WEDNESDAYS, MARCH 14TH AND 28TH, 
MR. W. J. VANSTONE. Ph.D. 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2lsr, 
MR. H. ERNEST HUNT. 


Commencing 7.45 p.m. ons ard a 
Pedir De evelc sang C lass, 6.30 p 
Course tickets (12 lectures and classes), 5s. ; term tickets (4 lectures 
and classes) 23s.. to be obtained from Hon Secretary, 41, West- 


bourne-gardens, Bayswater, London, W. 


W. T. STEAD BORDERLAND LIBRARY and BUREAU 
26, Bank Buildings, Portugal Ill eui W.C. 


Tuesday, ‘March 18—In ire: rs’ Me 
Psychic c 222, Regent-street, 
Servic 6.30 
Thursday. March 15— Meeting in W. H: Smith Hall, Portugal- 
30, doors closed Mr. Horace Leaf. 
Int ry Service in the Bureau, 5.15. 


KENSINGTON BOOKLETS OF BEAUTIFUL THOUGHTS 
ON LOVE. FROM JEREMY COLLIER. 
ON WOMAN. FROM JEREMY TAYLOR. 


" Here are four beautiful booklets which we would Eke to 
see in the coat pockets or on the writing table of every one 
of our readers. We would like to see these four booklets well 
thumbed by our readers.” 


From a Reriex 
Bound in very pretty two-colour covers, Price 1/4 net the set. 


C. MAURICE DOBSON, Publisher and 
146 Kensington High Street, W. 


Bookseller, 


CHRIST = ==: 
IN YOU se 
A Book of Devotion EA Taia beck is mot m 


An ideal book to give 
to those bereaved or 


suffering P n 
- } pep 
Office o LIGHT," 110, St. Martin's 
Lane, W.C 
“(turative Sugges by Robert McAllan. 
Ex ains w ùypr KY t z 2 E 
value a nc m ra. b. ES 3 tree 
post fr author, Reg 2 w f t, Lon .W r 
High-street, Croydon 
Qpiritualism, the Basic Fact of Relig 
: N i r F. R. Scs and | n 
floes H n G. Hey Ta I 
S. M n's-lar W.t 
Q pirit ialists when in L should stay at 
kJ Hunstanton H F gds L NW. 2 
minutes Euston Sta E Pa ar hing : E 
central for all parts; p anitat *" ts. Bed a Break 
fast; mo charge í a sae. Pu ar app Mrs. Stanley 
Watts, Proprictrees, 
F rnis S g wW 
~ . a | - b - pa 
of Lond n Mrs P 8 Api 
read, S. W 
Jsycho-Therapeutic Society, 26, Red Lion- 
square, London, W.C. Spinal Treatment. Free Magnetic Tres 
am t Mas ays and Fridays, Wednesdays, 5108 pm. Diagnosis 
femal fev Mos days and Fred aye | img Library Lectures 


embership inrited.—Apply Hos. Secretary. 
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“EAT NO MEAT ON FRIDAYS” 


Says the National Organisation for War Savings, 


Fridays 
days 


“PITMAN” 


on 
other 


If not why on 


GREATER VARIETY. 
NO WASTE. 


per tin. 


CHEAPER, MORE NUTRITIOUS, 
NO BONE. 


From 


eld 


sid. 


Meat for | Food Reformers. 


apisaon carriage 


Ask your Stores for them"or assorted orders of 
paid, from the Sole Manufacturer 


“PITMAN” HEALTH FOOD CoO., 
179, Aston Brook Street, Birmingham. 
a Di et G Aids to th 


uide And 


Full 
Si 


"TS ‘WORTH "WHILE. 


THE MODERN THOU JGHT LIBRARY, 


6, Norms Street, Haymarket, W. 
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THE PLACE OF JESUS CHRIST IN SPIRITUALISM. 
By Richard A. Bush, F.C.S 


An address to Spiritualists based on the logic of their o 


‘SPIRITUALISM: 


A Puxitosoppy or Lire. 
By W. H. EVANS. 


em mE Ever 

' Me' and tbe 'Not 
What is Man, 

The Spiritual pects o 

Answered, The i 

CLOTH, 75 PACES, is. 2d. NET POST FREE. 

6 copies 5/6 post free, I3 copies post free for 9/8. 


Mr. Evans 


eo vers a wid 


with “The £ 
favour among thoughtiul £ 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 


WHERE ARE OUR HEROIC DEAD? - 


THE CHURCHES' OPPOR NITY. 


By Sir Wm. Earnshaw Cooper, C.I.E. 
40 pages, 2:d. pos: free 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTINS LANE, WC 


ight: 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Research, 
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CHANGES 


IN “LIGHT.” 


The entting down, by the Government, of paper supplies 
meessitates further alterations in the internal economy of [ 


*Lisht." The Supplement, as will be observed, has dis- 

appeared, and in future, space being precious, it will be : | 

meesary to make a small charge for Society reports and , . priest rotest 

notices. as described on another page. gainst our nstant ialure t "ungui "tween the 

> two. And yet in LIGHT as 1 tly as the 2rd ult. (p. 
NOTES BY THE WAY. | 


a force or influence is well known. In 
institut Général Psychologique,” Paris 
Šan account of some interesting experi 
"Favre in investigating the action of 
epon plants. Common garden-c 
apon damp blotting-paper and submit 
(I) of the right hand, (2) of the left han 
both. The results showed that the hs 
‘@iereise an action over the germ 
panis. It was found that the ri 
and that six minutes’ treatment o 
m&ced for the influence of the h 
feature during the whole period of 
"ako observed that the health of the o 
m great extent the emission of the force 
mperments have an additional interest whe 
m mind that the fakirs of India claim 

melerate the growth of 
them. 


plants by maki 


* * * * 


This reference to the influence of th 
that some years ago a good deal of 
@mcerning the action of the hand 
paper balanced upon the tip of a 
hand was brought near to it with 


€ 


from left to right. The revo 
pe minutes, the time varying with the 
the vane would not move at all. or 
d of way, but perseverance and a ci 
pmerally overcame its obstinacy. As invest 
hat Movement was not influenced by the breath or 
lily temperature of the operator and tests by the electro- 
gape failed to reveal the presence of electricity. the more- journal fo 
[mere attributed to the action of psychic force— its aims in 
mom which more recent investigation into the —— partisan 

, E io tends to confirm. Readers interested noted above. We hope he read and proSied by the report 
Me will Gnd some further particulars in ap OË Dr. Powell's address in our last isee, 


zs we re 
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PROFESSIONAL MEDIUMSHIP. 


READERS’ OPINIONS ON THE QUESTION OF ADVERTISEMENTS, 


Sir Arthur Conan Doyle writes :— 

In answer to your appeal in Lronr, I for one would be pre- 
pared to pay £10 a year towards a fund with the object of re- 
couping the paper for the loss sustained by not admitting 
advertisements of mediums. There are true mediums and 
false, and it is a serious thing that a paper which represents 
what many of us believe to be nothing short of a new 
revelation should in any way, even unwittingly, help what is 
false. I cannot see how you can discriminate. It is all or 
none, and if “all” means helping deceit, then my counsel is 
that you do the brave and proper thing and make it “ none.” 
It is right, however, that those of us who take this view should 
make some personal sacrifice in order to make your action pos- 
sible. Our belief must be shallow and worthless if we will not 
do that. 

May I add that a very hearty vote of thanks should be 
passed by all believers in spirit communion to those men, be 
they journalists or detectives, who expose fraudulent mediums. 
They could not do us a better service than by attacking the 
worst enemies of our cause. Mistakes may be made—every 
movement has its martyrs—but no one can; read the evidence 
without feeling that in the main these people are vulgar im- 

postors and deservedly punished. Exact knowledge of the 
future has never, so far as I know, been claimed by those who 
have passed, 

Mr. B. M. Godsal, writing from San Diego, California, 
on the general question of professional mediumship, says :— 

Surely Spiritualists of any experience must have learned by 
now that no medium exists who can give satisfactory readings 
to all and sundry, at so much per reading. Much has been 
made lately of the twenty odd years of study that certain 
celebrities have required to assure themselves of the fact of 
communication between the two worlds. If all they had to 
do was to pay a fee and consult a medium—like shouting into 
a telephone to the spheres—then twenty years is a long time 
(even on a London telephone!) to discover that there is some- 
one alive at the other end of the line. 

The truth is that the law is largely in the right. People 
who promise to get information through from the “other side” 
for anyone who will pay a fixed price are selling goods that 
they can seldom deliver. 

The moral of it all seems to be that mediums should confine 
their activities to associations, churches, institutions, &c., where 
they should receive salaries, but not fees, and read for members 
only. Moreover, the general public might be instructed to seek 
their mediumship within their own families, and amongst their 
friends, where they might perhaps get much fantastical non- 
sense, but, if we believe in our cause at all, we must trust 
that it would be outweighed by wisdom received. 

It is true that the instructed Spiritualist may perhaps con- 
sult a public medium, without feeling aggrieved, because he 
knows that he is paying for the chance, and not for the assurance, 
of success—just like consulting a doctor. But the general 
public can hardly be expected to take that view of the matter. 

If Spiritualism were the cheap and easy way to enlighten- 
ment that some people seem to think, then we might well fight 
shy of it. 

The Rev. David F. Stewart, M.A., of Highgate, writes that 
he sees nothing objectionable in the advertisement supplement. 
Its omission would, he considers, be an unnecessary sacrifice. 

Mr. Richard A. Bush (Morden, Surrey), suggests that the 
advertisements should be continued but in a modified form— 
merely names and addresses—all of one size, #.c., none to be made 


more conspicuous than others by large type or other devices. 
He adds :— 

I think that the higher forms of mediumship will prove 
generally to be the “free gift”; but I am not blind to the fact 
that many mediums will require payment or support, and they 
are every whit as much entitled to this without loss of dignity 
as clergymen, artists or musicians, 

Mr. B. Jordan Smith (Reading) favours the retention of 
the advertisements on the ground that professional mediums 
supply a demand by inquirers for evidences that shall be 
immediately available. 

Mr. J. Sims, Hon. Secretary of the Holloway Society, is 
strongly opposed to the commercial element in mediumship, 

and remarks on the tendency of persons with the smallest 
psychie gift, however undeveloped, to set up as full-fledgod 
mediums, "Delete the advertisements," is Mr. Sims' advice, 
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“fill the space with reading matter, and, if you like, charge a 
extra penny per copy. You may rely on tho support of eve 
society which counts, and you will obtain a better class y 
subscriber." 

Mr. H. 


advertisements, although he has received evidences of the realit 


Butcher supports the suggestion to drop tj 
of prophecy. He would be willing to pay an increased pri 
for Lian. 

Mrs. R. T. Ridley (Corbridge-on-Tyne) agrees with [ad 
Mosley that the advertisement supplement should be dispenss 
with. 

Mr. William E. Benton 
recommends that the price of Licut should be increased to 3 
He himself, he adds, would be glad to pay 6d. 


supports the proposal an 


Miss Cordelia Grylls (Torquay) is in favour of deleting 
the advertisements, and points out that mediums who take y 
the business side of the work lose their higher guides and an 
brought into touch with a lower class of intelligence. 

Mr. H. Jephson recommends the abolition of the advertise 
ment supplement and raising the price of Lieut to 3d. 

Mr. Joseph Appleby (Accrington), writing as a busines 
man, recognises that with LiaHT, as with other papers, th 
But h 
deprecates the idea of commercialism in connection with the 
subject—it is that element which has brought it into ill repute, 
and he is strongly in favour of discontinuing the advertis 
ments. 

Mr. John Burns (Coventry) suggests that Licur shoul 
continue the advertisements with restrictions and precaution 
which, however, have long since already been adopted. 

The Misses Charlotte and Mabel Woods support the pr- 
posal the advertisements, and suggest t 
formation of a common fund to make up for the loss of incom 
entailed. 

Mr. T. Large (Liverpool), Mr. T. Tudor Pole (Portstewart 
Co. Derry), Mrs. W. H. Smith (Reading), Mr. James W. Flad 
(Wilton), Mr. F. Dismore (Birkenhead), amongst others, als 
strongly support the proposal. Amongst the remaining disser 
tients are Mr. J. Hewat McKenzie, Mr. Ernest Morley Mil 
(Worthing), Mrs. Nellie Bloodworth, Mrs. E. Hutton, Miss E 
Katharine Bates and Mrs. H. S. Robertson. Letters continu 
but by far the larger number are in favour of th 


revenue from advertisements is an important matter. 


T 


to discontinue 


to pour in, 
abolition of the advertisements, and this applies equally t 
those whose opinions are given orally. 

Meantime it may be observed that there is no evidence d 
any general desire on the part of mediums that their announce 
ments shall continue. 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From “Ligur” or Marcu 12TH, 1887.) 


Men who have never seen a certain phenomenon may easily 
find flaws in the evidence or consistency of the evidence of thos 
who have witnessed it. Two persons may have been witnesses 
of a terrific thunderstorm in India. One may assert that ther 
were twenty flashes of lightning per minute, the other may statt 
there were ten per minute. Ah! Says the critic, the witnesses 
were incompetent ; their varied accounts prove that n 
thunderstorm took place at all; their evidence will not bes 
the test of investigation. Now, I will tell you how it was done 
a man procured a mirror and flashed light before the eyes 
those persons, then shook a piece of sheet iron to imitat 
thunder, and thus played his trick. Why, you have merely t 
go to any common theatre and you will see the whole thin 
done. . . . When the recorded facts are of such a character s 
to defy such puerile criticism, then the only course left ist 
deny the facts. Those who make these assertions are mistake 
or are not stating facts accurately, or have imagined the whol 
thing. He who was not present has the effrontery to assert 
that he knows better what took place than those who s 
present. 

—" M.A. (Oxox.) 


Last week's issue of Ligut was sold out and copies at 
only obtainable with difficulty. Readers are requested to onde 
their papers regularly in order to be sure of getting them, 


March 10, 1917.) 


A VISION OF NEW WORLDS. 
A FAITH THAT ÉMANCIPATES. 


Bv B. M. Gopsat. 


The reflection cast upon Spiritualism, that it fails to confer 
spirituality (seen more than once lately in the columns of Liceut) 
provokes me to the retort made by the beggar, that aforetime 
was blind, to those who would have him deny the miracle by 
which he received sight—‘‘ One thing I know, that, whereas I 
was blind, now I see "—a good answer, leaving the Pharisees 
to decide for themselves whether it was the application of clay, 
or the ablutions, or the Spirit working through these, that had 
opened his eyes. 

Adapted to fit my own case (for I, too, am of age), this 
cogent reply would run somewhat as follows: ' One thing I 
know, that, whereas I was born and brought up to the tenets 
called ‘orthodox,’ and became an agnostic—or materialist— 
now, taking my stand upon the phenomena of Spiritualism as 
a base, and on itsteachings as a superstructure, I get a glimpse, 
atany rate, of new worlds, offering bright promise for the 
future and, better still, making of this world a reasonable place, 
and justifying the ways of God to man." 

This vision of new worlds recalls a personal message I once 
received in Costa Rica (as reported in Licur), through a 
medium unable to speak a word of English, which, after ex- 
tolling the study of Spiritualism as à means of advancement 
“towards success—the highest attainable,” concluded with the 
advico— 

To delve in science, and plunge down deeply into beoks, 

To reap the blessing of the known, and find new worlds 

in blinded nooks. 

Observe the use of the word “ blinded,” rather than “ blind,” 
conveying the truth that the mysteries of Spirit are not merely 
hidden away in “nooks,” from which the proud avert their 
gaze, but these nooks are purposely made blind against eyes 
not ready to pierce the veil—so that seeing they may see, and 
not perceive. I give personal experiences because, in a matter 
80 deep, they are the only ones that move us. 

Itis true that the spirituality induced by Spiritualism has 
little surface resemblance to that of the orthodox type. For 
Spiritualism is young, and democratic, just as Christianity was 
democratic—when young. But the latter, embellished through- 
out the centuries by generations of artists, has received a 
beautiful exterior, which reflects itself upon the manner of its 
yotaries, acting rather as a bar to intimate contact with pub- 
licans and sinners; whereas it is a witness to the truth of 
Spiritualism that it enables two friends, or even strangers, to 
discuss, without the semblance of cant, intimate problems of 
the soul, supplying, as it does, many natural ways of approach. 
Moreover, another of its gifts is a sympathetic understanding 
towards all faiths—and even superstitions—because it is an 
element common to all, and a key to the heart of each. 

While Spiritualism gives a fresh interest to Bible reading, 
Idoubt not that many of our higher messages emanate from 
sources as wise and exalted as some that begin, “ Thus saith 
the Lord"—which evidently vary in quality with the age, the 
medium, and the occasion. That our messages sometimes seem 
confused and contradictory, when compared with the revelations 
of past days, is doubtless due to human limitations, by reason 
of which the history of a hundred years ago becomes accepted 
asclear and concise, whereas that of last month is a babel of 
many voices. 

One essential quality that differentiates Spiritualism from 
most religions is that it affirms freedom of soul; whereas the 
churches too often deny to others this kind of freedom, though 
liberal enough in the matter of conduct. And people, as a 
rule, prefer that their religion be rigid in dogma and liberal in 
practice—affording anodyne to the soul and ease to the body, 
Spiritualism, reversing this, leaves to the soul its freedom— 
a freedom ever broadening, as the soul more and more assimi- 
lates itself with universal law—which is divine; but it teaches 
also that true freedom entails responsibility, whence it follows 
that; in the realm of conduct, not the smallest infraction of the 
law can, by any Aocus-pocus, escape its painful consequence. 
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Perhaps Spiritualism is more especially helpful to those not, 
by nature, spiritual—those who must be shown, who must have 
groundwork for their faith. Nevertheless it serves well the 
ultra-spiritual in bringing them down to earth, and teaching 
them to watch their steps while gazing heavenwards, For by 
its light we see that the mind of man is the point of contact 
between matter and Spirit, the meeting-place of intellect with 
spiritual forces, and often their battle-ground, where they 
contend for sway, as well as for mutual benefit in regulating 
the claims of each—of head and of heart. 

What, then, is this Spiritualism that takes both heaven and 
earth for its province? It is broader than religion, for its 
rubrics include the laws of Nature, forever unfolding ; it is 
more inclusive than science, for, while it makes use of weights 
and measures, it treats also of the things that can only be 
spiritually discerned; it is not to be limited by the term 
philosophy, for it refuses to be systematised, and remains as 
elusive to definition as life itself. It is something simpler than 
these, and it permeates all three of them, like the leaven 
“which a woman took and hid in three measures of meal, till 
the whole was leavened.” 


THOUGHT TRANSFERENCE. 


By F. W. Last (Lare Lincotn REGIMENT). 


Telepathy is now a scientifically established fact. The term 
signifies the transmission and receiving of mental impressions, 
and hitherto has been used to cover two distinct types of this 
phenomenon. The one type is telepathy between incarnate 
minds, and the other telepathy between discarnate and in- 
carnate minds. The former I shall designate as ordinary 
telepathic phenomena and the latter as psycho-telepathic 
phenomena, 

There is an abundance of evidence as regards ordinary 
I will 
The expe- 
rience set forth was related to me by a professional friend, one 


telepathy, but not so much as regards psycho-telepathy. 


now give a case illustrating this class of telepathy. 


who is rather sceptical as regards psychical matters. I give it, 


as far as possible, in his own words :— 


Some years ago now, I happened to be just off on my 
holiday to the seaside, and one day, near the date of depar- 
ture, I distinctly heard a voice say (although it appeared 
to come from nowhere), “Go and see your father." I thought 
it must have been imagination, and dismissed the matter from 
my mind on that ground. The next day I again heard the 
voice say, “ Go and see your father," and I felt that it was 
rather a strange occurrence; however, I again dismissed the 
matter from my mind. When the message was again re- 
peated, I thought that really there must be something in it, 
and I told my wife that “something” warned me to goand see 
father. She was very disappointed and could not understand 
why I had taken such an idea into my head. However, I 
did go to my father, and found him in very good health. I 
stayed about a week with him, and on the day of my departure 
he said to me, “ My dear boy, I have never felt so 'fit' in my 
life." I returned to my wife, and two days afterwards I had a 
telegram notifying me of my father's death. 


It will be seen from the above account that if my friend 
had not obeyed his " unseen communicator,” he would never 
have seen his father on earth again. Upon first hearing this 
experience I thought it might be explained by ordinary tele- 
pathy, but upon being informed by my friend that his father 
was in excellent health at the time the message was received, 
and that his father was extraordinarily lucky as far as disease 
was concerned, I dismissed that explanation. Upon careful 
consideration of this case, I have come to the conclusion that 
it can only beexplained by psycho-telepathy, that is, telepathy 
between a discarnate entity and an incarnate mind, unless, of 
course, it was a case of clairaudience, my friend's astral-sense 
of hearing being stimulated on this occasion. But I am in- 
clined to reject this hypothesis when I consider that the 
gentleman in question was a confirmed " sceptic," and so his 
astral-sense would not be likely to be aroused spontaneously. 


Tue PornrcE Rarps.—At the Marylebone Police Court on 
Saturday last Olive Bush (Mrs. Starl) was sentenced to three 
months' imprisonment for fortune-telling. 
by Mr. Woodgate, who intimated that 
lodged. 


She was defended 
an appeal wonld be 
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THE INVIOLATE THINGS. 
“ Some day, perhaps,” said Rupert Brooke, we shall 
That 


"through words 


see, being no longer blinded by our eyes.” “ intellec- 
tual power” which, as another poet told us, 
and things goes sounding on its dim and perilous way," is 
a power which misleads us sadly when the way takes us 
beyond the region of words and things. We find evidences 
of the fact everywhere in the attempted reduction of some 


The 


result isa hybrid something which belongs neither to heaven 


fine vision or emotion to the language of every day. 
nor to earth. It is not normal, nor is it supernormal—it 
is abnormal, a nondescript. ‘The artist in music, colour or 
words, who seeks to express the vision, knows intuitively 
that crudity would be ruinous to it—the delicate idea will 
escape. jut it has to be conveyed somehow, and he 
seldom to his satisfaction—by hints 


"m 
ie 


intellect can be addressed in plain words, reinforced, if need 


accomplishes the work 
and allusions. The appeal is subtle and indirect. 
be, by plan and diagram, but the methods which make plain 
the external world merely confuse and distort descriptions 
of those spiritual essences whose nature it is never to run 
freely in physical moulds. 

The vision celestial described in plain, blunt speech, set 
Out in mathematical formula, or terms of scientific analysis, 
seems a lame and impotent thing to those whose intuitions 
nre clear, however deficient they may be in the purely in 
tellectual quality. Their sensibilities are offended ; they 
feel instinctively that » profaning hand has been at work, 

it Why, this heaven 
but this 


the mysteries, 


and they utter an indignant protest. 


of yours,” they exclaim, " what is it world over 


And the 


mortified at such ingratitude, retorts in tones of pique, 


again ¢” would-be revealer of 


" Of course it is—how could it be otherwise? I am simply 
giving definite, practical form to those things which you 
seem to think are of no account unless they are vague and 
started 


before the pioneer into worlds unrealised sought to set all 


cloudy.” Itis an ancient quarrel, It centuries 
their mysteries down in black and white, in order to bring 
them within the comprehension of the man in the street. 
Religion fought it out with science on a similar question. 
The poet uttered his plaint against those who sought to 
analyse the rainbow, fearing that they might destroy its 
beauty. But Science had its way. The bases of religion 
were examined and tested; the rainbow was analysed, and 
in the end, despite all the indignation, " nobody seemed a 
penny the worse.” Certain spurious sanctities were rudely 
trampled upon and their shams exposed, but all the really 


sacred places remained undisturbed, "Phe human form was 
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examined with microscope and test tube, and it wa 

down that a man consisted of so much water, carbon, nit; 
gen, phosphorus and what not, but in the end it was sẹ 
that something had eluded analysis, and that was the u 
himself. Science had been probing for that which y 
amply secured against all its instruments, and Theology | 
been merely wasting its wrath. The rainbow having be, 


to all appearance, taken to pieces," remained intact 
an object of wonder and beauty, as much an inspirat 
to the poet as before it became a matter of scientific 
And the wonder-worlds of the hereafter w 
matter h 


accurately their constituent elements 


vestigation. 
equally escape all touch of profanation, no 
minutely and 
tabulated. 

intellect 
animating principle for ever eludes it. 


Always the essential spirit escapes. T 
It can deal only with matter, tj 


Tt can decompo 


has its limits, 


the parts or re-assemble them, but in the meantime th 
which gave them unity and meaning has fled beyond ; 
hope of capture. 

In truth, we are "blinded by our eyes” when, seein 
only the masks and cases of things, we esteem these to) 
the things themselves. Beyond all the rules and canoy 
we erect for the protection of sanctuaries is a higher la 


that preserves them for ever from violation. Its workin 


in human affairs is seen in the impulse to resist the inva 
of rights and liberties, to defend against aggression tl 
things which the heart holds as sacred, but here its open 
tion is imperfect and evolutionary, a struggle swaying tli 
way and that, designed to pillage or to protect somethin 
which, being intrinsically worthless, is ultimately doomd 
to destruction, or which, being of eternal value, is alread 
amply secured by universal laws, invulnerable and inaces 
In the last analysis it is seen that the iconoclast 
must be quite as much an instrument in the hands of th 
Higher Intelligence as the man who is simply fired with th 
When, no longer hedged inj 


sible. 


zeal to defend and conserve, 
this muddy vesture of decay, we see clearly through ou 
spiritual perceptions we shall behold the vision of a worl 
so ringed by law that it could wreck no peace but its om 
possess no treasures but those ordained for it, and taken 
assured step on any road but that destined for it from t! 
beginning of time. 


THE COMING OF PEACE, 

The words in which James Russell Lowell, towards the clos 
of the American civil war, expressed (in the character of Hoss 
Biglow) his country’s longing that that cruel strife might enl 
in a noble and enduring peace will find an echo in many heart 


to-day : 


Come, Peace! not like a mourner bowed 

For honour lost an' dear ones wasted, 
But proud, to meet a people proud, 

With eyes thet tell o' triumph tasted ! 
Come, with han' grippin' on the hilt, 

An’ step that proves ye victory’s daughter ! 
Longin' for you, our sperits wilt 

Like shipwrecked men's on raf's for water. 


Come, while our country feels the lift 
Of a gret instinct shoutin' forwards, 
An' knows thet freedom ain't a gift 
Thet tarries long in han's o' cowards! 
Come, sech ez mothers prayed for, whon 
They kissed their cross with lips thet quivered, 
An’ bring fair wages for brave men, 
A nation saved, a race delivered! 


LONDON SPIRITUALIST ALLIANCE, —For particulars as to th 
forthcoming meetings readors are referred to the advertisement 
on the front page. Further particulars can be obtainedo 
application to the secretary, 110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C, 
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ATLANTIS: MOTHER OF NATIONS. 


By Mr. J. H. Van STONE. 


An Address delivered to the Members, Associates and friends 
of the London Spiritualist Alliance on Thursday evening, 
February 22nd, 1917, at the Salon of the Royal Society of 
British Artists, Suffolk-street, Pall Mall, Mr. H. Withall, acting 
President, in the chair. 


THE CHAIRMAN, in opening the proceedings, referred to the 
disappointment his hearers and himself had to suffer in the 
fact that Sir Arthur Conan Doyle was unable to fulfil his 
promise to address them that evening. That promise had 
been made subject to his future engagements, and these— 
including the history of the war on which he was occupied— 
had proved so heavy that he was compelled to claim their 
indulgence so far as regarded that evening. 
ever, to address them later. It had been suggested to him 
that instead of having an extra night during the summer he 
might open the autumn session. In any case there need be no 
anxiety concerning his appearance later. On learning that Sir 
Arthur could not be with them he (the chairman) invited Mr. 
Van Stone to take his place, and when, after consenting to do 
80, Mr. Van Stone selected the subject which had since been 
announced, he felt that he had chosen the right man to address 
them, for if was a subject which exercised a fascination for all 
Spiritualists and Theosophists. Much of what had come to 
us regarding Atlantis had been through revelations from the 
unseen, but if we could get such revelations confirmed by 
physical investigation it would be of great advantage. Some 
years ago they had on that platform Madame Le Plongeon, who 
with her husband had given much time and study to research 
work in Yucatan, with the result that they discovered many 
apparent links between the people of Yucatan and those of 
ancient Egypt—there was, for instance, a similarity in their 
hieroglyphs, they had the same kind of buildings and the same 
customs, He had no doubt their lecturer would give them 
further confirmation of this fact. 


Mr. VAN SrONE said: The study of ancient civilisations 
has progressed rapidly within recent years, as fresh discoveries 
of ancient remains come to light. Only recently at the British 
Association we had an eminent geologist giving us some 
accounts of the discoveries in Crete regarding the wonderful 
Minoan civilisation which stretched back probably to 10,000 n.c. 
and died out about 4,000 p.c. The Sumero-Accadian civilisa- 
tion of Mesopotamia was decadent 6,000 m.c. when the wild 
barbaric hordes swept down from the highlands. Though our 
knowledge of Egyptian culture becomes dim when we pass to 
pre-dynastic times (5,000 ».c.) yet the Minoan discoveries show 
intercourse between Crete and an Egypt of high culture long 
before the first dynasty arose—taking us back, indeed, to an 
Egyptian eivilisation existing perhaps 20,000 years n.c. 

Legend and tradition among the Mediterranean peoples, and 
strangely enough, among the races of America and even our 
own islands, point to the existence of a land where now the 
Atlantic rolls, a land peopled by a highly-civilised race. Until 
comparatively recently, the existence of the island continent 
was looked upon with scepticism ; for one thing, it combated 
the doctrine formulated by Sir Charles Lyell and prevailing 
amongst geologists thirty years ago, of the permanence of 
the ocean basins. We know now that the Atlantic bed is not 
a rigid thing but is in a state of constant flux; and since those 
days a mass of scientific evidence has gradually accumulated 
from different departments of science, all pointing to the ex- 
istence of land between the Old and the New Worlds. So 
Atlantis, the theme of myth and legend, is emerging from the 
inists of time to take its place among the nations of ancient 
days. 

Again, in America tho Indian traditions which have been 
systematically collected in recent years point to an ancestral 
land now submerged in mid-Atlantic. Coming nearer home, we 
find the Celtic bards of these islands sang of a mystic island in 
the Western Sea from which their hero-gods came; the Druids 
told of vanished lands, and the Troubadours of a later time 


He hoped, how- 


eG 17 


wove into their legends the story of the land of Lyonesse, the 
scene of many of the exploits of King Arthur and his knights. 
Lyonesse, strange land of glamour, lay far out beyond the 
Scilly Isles, and it may be that the prototype of King Arthur 
was some Atlantean hero whose exploits echoed faintly down 
the vistas of time. 

The purely scientific evidence practically began when the 
results of the Challenger Expedition of some forty years ago 
were made known. Deep-sea soundings revealed the existence 
of a great bank or ridge in the mid-Atlantic, stretching in a 
south-westerly direction from near Greenland to far down in 
the South Atlantic. 


miles. 


The mean breadth of the ridge is 9374 
On either side run two great valleys forming the deeper 
parts of the ocean. The Western valley is larger and deeper, 
with a mean depth of 12,800ft., but in some parts reaching 
21,000ft. The Bermudas represent heights rising from the 
floor of the valley. 

The Eastern valley is narrower and shallower, and the sea 
floor shows many pyramidal heights which form the Azores, 
Madeira, Canaries, and Cape Verde Islands.’ 

The great ridge rises abruptly 9,000ft. from the ocean 
depths, and the higher parts average only 600ft. below the 


surface of the sea. 

Again, off Portugal, two large banks exist at a depth of 
492ft. and 192ft. respectively, and these are regarded as mark- 
ing the position of two ancient islands. Similar banks occur 
around Madeira and the Canaries, indicating a greater exten- 
sion of land formerly. 

Geological evidence shows that the eastern Atlantic bed is 
very mobile, constituting a great volcanic zone, and that it is 
of relatively recent date, All the islands are of volcanic origin, 
and dredgings in 1908 from the Azores for 500 miles in a 
northerly direction showed the presence of lavas at a depth 
of 9,600ft. A submarine voleano was also located on the 
Equator at 22° W. Longitude. In 1896, during the laying of 
the submarine telegraph from Brest to Cape Cod, the great 
grappling irons caught in precipitous peaks, making it evident 
that the sea floor was of the character of a country with steep 
mountains and deep valleys, composed of a volcanic lava known 
as “‘tachylyte.” It was deduced from this evidence that the 
bed of the Atlantic was once a land surface overflowed by lava, 
and that the land suddenly caved in and sank 9,600ft. 

From a close study of the present conditions existing in 
the Atlantic, some of the great continental geographers do not 
hesitate to postulate the presence in ancient times of two 
continental bands, one joining Europe to North America and 
the other joining Africa to South America. Recent zoological 
investigations show that the land fauna of the Azores, Madeira, 
Canaries, and Cape Verde Islands are of continental origin, 
and many of the land molluscs imply an extension to the West 
Indies. 
North 


once roamed over our own country, is also found in the rock 


Fossil camels are found in India, Africa, and also in 


and South America. The European cave-lion, that 


deposits of America, The horse and its progenitors originated 
in America, and the fossil plants of a certain geological age 
are living to-day in America, and some also in Africa. Most of 
these plants (sixty-six genera) are found in the Eastern States, 
while only thirty-one genera occur in the Western States, 
showing that they entered from the Atlantic side 

The banana, which is a native of tropical Africa and Asia, 
also occurs in America. It is too tender to stand a voyage 
through the temperate zone, is devoid of an easily carried tuber, 
and cannot be propagated by cuttings. Moreover, it is seedless 
and has been so from a very early period, and must have been 
under culture for a very long time. 

The cotton plant is wild in America, but never in the Old 
World, and plants brought from America to India degenerate, 
while those brought from India to America improve. 

To atcount for the presence of these plants and animals in 
the New and Old World, the biologists and geologists of the 
present day put forward the theory of a vast land bridge across 
the Atlantic at some very early period. Now this amounts to 
a corroboration of the ancient tradition of Atlantis. 

One other interesting point is that certain roses, the Im- 
perial lily, tuberose and lilac, have been cultivated from such a 
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vast antiquity that they are not known in a wild state (Darwin), 
and it is possible that these plants were " evolved" on Atlantis 


f another character, we may take 


Passing now to evidence 


up the question of languages. The Basque language (Nor 
Spain) has no affinity to any other European tongue, but re- 
n aboriginal languages of America 
and these alone (Farrar, The Mayas of 
Yucatan, in Central America, have thirteen letters similar to 
the Egyptian hieroglyphs. Again, it has been shown that there 


sembles in structure cer 
‘families of Speech "). 


is an extraordinary resemblance between certain Hebrew words 


identical meaning in the language of the 


and words of 
Chiapenecs, one of the most ancient races in Central America. 
May it not be that these far-removed races (and many others) 
sprang from one common source such as Atlantis ? 

If we regard Atlantis as the mother of nations, it is in- 
teresting to notice the astonishingly varied race types of the 
American Indians, who perhaps in many respects come nearest 
to the old Atlantean race. Every shade occurs of red-brown, 
copper, olive, cinnamon and bronze. The Zuni and Dakota 
Indians are white-skinned, with auburn hair and blue eyes, 
while the Karos of Kansas are of negro blackness. Black 
negroid races are figured on the monuments, and the ancient 
book, the " Popul Vuh," of Guatemala says that in ancient 
times “ black and white men together lived in this happy land 
(Guatemala) in great peace, speaking one language.” It also 
tells of the migration of their ancestors from a land far out to 
the East (that is somewhere in the Atlantic). 

Further, Retzuis says that the Guanches, the aborigines of 
the Canary Islands, are most nearly related to the primitive 
people of America. The ancient Egyptians, too, are repre- 
sented as red men, and often show the profile of certain 
American Indians. 

In religious rites and ideas, we find a community with 
those of the Old World. 
sun-disc and the serpent was common in America when it was 
Baptismal sprinkling, the use of the sign of 


The worship of the cross, the 


first discovered. 
the cross, and prayers for the washing away of sin were used 
in Mexico and Peru. Crossed cakes were made at Easter, just 
as they were in ancient Egypt, and there were monastic orders 
and the embalming of the dead. I came across the following 


in one of our newspapers some time ago :— 


The mummified remains of a woman and child have been 
found im a cave in California, and are now at Topeka, in the 
possession of the Kansas Historical Society. An opening was 
discovered under moss and grass-covered stones, and this led 
to a hermetically sealed cave. Herein were found the mummies. 
The woman is a giantess, seven and a-half feet high, and 
shows peculiarities not yet found in any known race. She 
was lying flat on her back with a child in her arms, and was 
wrapped in a parchment-like covering, apparently the skin of 
an animal. The hair showed traces of having been black; the 
teeth were well-preserved. The feet were of enormous size, 
and the toes were all of the same length. This fact seems to 
relate the mummy to an ancient race existing some eleven 
thousand years ago in Central America and Southern Mexico— 
the Mayas and Quiches of Le Plongeon. 


I give you this as an instance of the mummification which 
took place in America 

A remarkable similarity occurs in the words for God in 
American and Old World languages, the Greek Theos or Zeus, 
the Latin Deus, the Sanskrit Dyaus, the Keltic Dia, and the 
Mexican Teo or Zeo 

The pyramids of Mexico and Central America have the 
same internal plan as in Egypt. The temple and city ruins of 
Yucatan are like those of Egypt; and the false arch formed 
by horizontal courses, each slightly overlapping, occurs both in 
Central America and in the oldest Greek and Etruscan (Italy) 
remains. 

Serpent mounds occur in Ohio and also in Argyleshire. 
The one at Bush Creek, Ohio, is a clay serpent, seventeen feet 
high, one thousand two hundred and fifty-four feet in length, 
holding in its jaws an egg, one hundred and twenty feet 
long and sixty feet wide. The centre of the egg consists of 
a mound of burnt stones, and evidently was used as an altar. 


(To be continued.) 
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BRAHMIN'S 


THE PROPHECY. 


An Episope IN Inpran Hisrony. 


There are among the Brahmins a small number who a; 
perfectly distinct from the fortune-telling Brahmin 
astrologers who are well known in India. Those I nowy 


of seem to be gifted with a talent possessed only by a 
few of the quiet, retired, literary Brahmins. To one of th 
I shall now confine myself; he was a man well known ton 

of my contemporaries in India, and I have occasionally 

with him at Bombay, Surat, and Cambay. 

On my arrival at Bombay, Mr. Crommelin, the Gover 
was under orders to relinquish his situation at the begin: 
of the following year, and then to return to England 
Spencer, the second in Council, was appointed his successor 
the Bombay Government instead of Mr. Hodges, chie 
Hodges beca 


acquainted with this Brahmin during his minority (probation 


Surat, who considered it as his right. Mr. 


in the company’s service. 

This extraordinary character was then a young man lit 
known to the English, but of great celebrity among the Hind 
The Brahmin expressed an affectionate regard towards him, 
as far as the distinction of religion and caste allowed the frien 
ship became mutual. The Brahmin was always justly cx 
sidered as a very moral and pious character ; and Mr. Hoda 
was equally well disposed. His Hindu friend assured him the 
he would gradually rise from the station he then held at Cs 
bay to other residences and inferior chiefships in the om 
pany's service; that he would then succeed to the high 
appointment of chief at Tellicherry and Surat, and would d 
his Indian career by being Governor of Bombay. Mr. Hodges,» 
having been enjoined secrecy, spoke of these Brahminical pe 


dictions among his friends from their very first communicate 
and their author was generally called Mr. Hodges’ Brahm 
These predictions for some years made but little impression 
his mind. Afterwards as he successively ascended the gra 
tions in the company’s service, he placed more confidence 
his Brahmin, especially when he approached the pinnacle 
ambition, and found himself chief at Surat, the next situat 
in wealth and honour to the Governorship of Bombay. 
When, therefore, Mr. Spencer was appointed Governor 
lombay, and Mr. Hodges dismissed from the chiefship 
Surat, and suspended from the service, he sent for his Brahm 
who was then at Pulparra. Mr. Hodges received him att 
chief's garden-house,where he was sitting in the front veranda 
He immediately communicated to him the events which b 
lately taken place, to the disappointment of all his hopes; s 
slightly reproached him for a pretended prescience, and! 
having deceived him by false promises. The Brahmin, wi 
an unaltered countenance, as is usual with his tribe on @ 
such occasions, coolly replied: “You see this verandah a 
the apartment to which it leads ; Mr. Spencer has reached t 
portico, but he will not enter the palace. He has set his fo 
upon the threshold, but he shall not enter into the house, N 
withstanding all appearances to the contrary, you will ati 
the honours I foretold, fill the high station to which he 
been appointed. A dark cloud is before him." 
This singular prophecy was publicly known at Surat 

Jombay ; and the truth or falsehood of the Brahmin was t 
subject of discussion in every company, when an expr 
arrived overland from England to annul Mr. Spencer's appoi 
ment, and to invest Mr. Hodges with the Governorship 
Bombay. All which Mr. Spe 
embarked for England in the same ship in which I arrived 


accordingly took place. 


India in December, and Mr. Crommelin sailed in Janus 


leaving Mr. Hodges in complete possession of the Governme 


— From Forbes’ “ Oriental Memoirs 


We do not forgive a giver. The hand that feeds us is 
some danger of being bitten, —EMERSON. 

ADVERTISING PosTERS.— The issue of advertising posté 
being now prohibited, friends who have the sale of Licnré 
asked to be good enough to assist us by displaying the psp 
itself, 
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TO FOLLOW THE GLEAM. 


THE TRUE IDEAL OF THE WORLD. 


Bv Civis Munp1. 


It often seems to me that the most important power in 
human life, namely the Spirit of God within mankind, is alto- 
gether overlooked and depreciated, while on the other hand 
the quality of evil within us is given the highest degree of 
emphasis. People are always ready to believe in and talk 
about the evil in human nature, the “ devil in us,” as it is often 
popularly called, but those who really believe that there is any- 
thing of the Divine Spirit in man seem to be relatively few. 
And yet this Divine Spirit is in every one of us. 
slumbering, but it is surely there. No one single unit in the 
whole family of the Great Father has ever been born, or will 
ever be born, without some measure of the inbreathing of this 
Spirit, some measure of the Divine Grace which will lead him 
upwards and onwards. 

When man was created, God “breathed into him the 
breath of life "—7.e., gave to him that incorruptible spirit which 
cannot die, the spark of divinity and everlastingness. And 
yet this very Divine Essence of which man isa partaker, and 
which is the highest and most desirable of all his blessings, is the 
oné thing which seems to be slighted or ignored. We rarely 
hear men speak of this grace within them, and yet it is the one 
thing which ean inspire them and help them to rise above mate- 
rial conditions. 

If we were taught to believe in our own capabilities of 
gooilness, if we were given a higher and better understanding 
of the element of Divinity which is lodged within these human 
bodies of ours, if we were encouraged to feel that there is more 
inus than we are at present aware of, to realise our own 
powers and the greatness that is given to us, we should be a 
better people and the world would be a better world. Give a 
man & low estimate of himself, and what is there to stimulate 
him to make an effort to rise above his merely human nature ? 
Make him believe that his nature is sinful and depraved; let 
him know that you expect no great things of him because he is 
incapable of greatness, and what is left to give him the necessary 
incentive to rise ? 

If you would have a man great, then you must expect 
greatness of him, and you must let him know that you do 
expect it, You must educate him to comprehend the possi- 
bilities of greatness which are his. Give him a high estimate 
of himself; teach him to realise that he is immortal, and that 
within his immortality lies the power of rising higher and 
higher in the scale of life. Make him to understand the 
wonder of the spirit that is in him, and then, when you have 
done this, man, with all bis faults and failings, will strive for 
better things. When he once thoroughly realises all that he 
is, all that he was meant to be, he will not be content to remain 
in spiritual darkness, he will not be satisfied merely to tread 
the well-beaten path of ease and sluggishness, but will look for 
something to inspire him and lead him upward to that Ever- 
lasting Spirit of Light from Whom he himself emanated and to 
Whom he shall return. 

It is not the mere human body which we can see and handle 
which is the “man,” but it is the spark of Divinity which is 
within it. The blind know those with whom they converse; 

they do not see the outward form; they have no knowledge of 
tlie personal appearance of their friends beyond what is told to 
them, and yet they know their friends, and very often form a 
better and truer estimate of their characters than do we who 
lave eyes to see. And the only possible explanation of this 
seems to be that they judge by the “man within," the real 
self, and not by the mere outward appearance, the mould of 
clay, which is nothing more than the temporary abode of the 
Teal man, 

It is only the idea of failure which makes men fail; teach 
them to believe that success will attend all right and steady 
effort; and then—and not till then—they will prove worthy of 
their higher nature, worthy indeed of the “Spirit of God” 
within them, 


It may be 
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SOME DEATH OMENS. 


Traditional forewarnings of death are intimately associated 


with some of our old families. 

For instance, the “ Rookwood” of Harrison Ainsworth’s 
romance is Cuckfield Place, Sussex, where it is a legend that 
the fall of a branch from a lime foretells death to a Sergison. 
The Hamonds of Westacre Abbey, Norfolk, one of whom, Mr. 
T. A. H. Hamond, died 


rider, the sound of whom clattering into the courtyard of their 


there the other day, have an invisible 


old home foretells, to the faithful, a death 


Among the more familiar death omens 
alf of Ferrers of Chartley; 
the tradition that when a lord of Rosslyn is about to die, his- 


are the “ Radiant 


Joy " of Corby Castle: the black « 


toric Roslin Chapel seems on fire ; and the swan of Closeburn, 


Dumfriesshire, which heralded death to a Kirkpatrick when it 


appeared from nobody knows where on the lake there. Others 
are not so well known. 
The ancient Stanleys are warned of death by a weeping 


the Roman Catholic 


Midd 
family, are said to be apprised of death in their line by the 


female spirit; tons, a Yorkshire 


appearance of a nun; when a sunken tree was seen in a mere 
close to Brereton Hall, Cheshire, the Breretons knew that the 
end of one of them was near, and an old Cornish family had 
for a death intimation chains of fire on a cliff near their home. 
When a sturgeon forced its way up the Trent past Clifton 
Hall, Notts, the Cliftons, baronets, looked for a death. The 
West-Country Oxenhams had a death omen in a white-breasted 
bird, and two owls perched on their Wiltshire home were a 
similar portent for the noble family of Arundell of Wardour. 
There is also the vulpine death warning of the Prestons, 


Viscounts Gormanston; and the Sheridans had a banshee 


which made itself heard under the windows of their mansion in 
Ireland when a death was about to occur in the family.— 


“The Star." 


THE PROSECUTION OF MR. HORACE LEAF. 


Mr. Horace I 
against him in his recent conviction for ~ 
intent to 


witnesses were called for the defence 


eaf writes pointing ou 


deceive and impose" were 


of testimony with respect to other people 


disprove that in regard to the two cases on 
He adds 


The evidence in both instances concerned a private inter- 
view of each witness with myself. No g can show the real 
value of their depositions better than that given by one of them 
in connection with a publie service I conducted on the evening 
of January 28th. She described the meeting-place as a ` music 
hall" in Camberwell, and the subjeet of the lecture as '' clair- 
voyance "—the facts being that on that date I le tured for the 
* Church of the Spirit " (Christian Spiritualists) at the Masonic 
Hall, Camberwell New-road. The first part of my discourse 
Dr. W. J. Crawford's recently published book, " The 
Reality of Psychic Phenomena," and dealt exclusively with 
physical phenomena; while the latter part was purely philo- 
sophieal. If any reference was made to clairvoyance at all it 
could only have been incidentally. No doubt the officers of 
the society in question will confirm or correct these state- 
ments. 


charged. 


was on 


SOCIETY REPORTS. 


Notice To SEcnETARIES.—In future it will be necessary to 
make the following charge for the insertion of society reports 
as wellas prospective notices: For every twenty-four words, 
whether of report or prospective notice, exclusive of the name 
and aódress of the society—a minimum charge of ls ; for every 
additional ten words, 3d. This charge will not apply in the 
case of societies which announce their meetings in the adver- 
tising columns, unless their announcements under “Society 
Work ” exceed twerty-four words (exclusive of the name and 
address of the society), when a charge of 3d, for every 
additional ten words will be made. 


To do everything you dislike, and to do it thoroughly, will 
carry you quite a long way in war-time.—Sm A. T. QUILLER- 
Covos, 
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THE MINISTRY OF THE UNSEEN. 


Man is one world and hath another to attend him.—HERBERT. 


Very full, lucid and graceful was the address delivered by 
Miss H. A. Dallas on Tuesday, the 27th ult., to a private 
gathering at the London residence of Lady Glenconner, The 
speaker began by remarking that one of the greatest calamities 
which could afflict a community or a nation was to be blind to 
the meaning of events happening in its midst. If we were 
blind and did not realise the tremendous significance of the 
psychic movement now in progress around us, we should fail 
to realise what an important message it had for each of us. 
Reviewing the life of the past, one saw how the influence 


of the unseen world was known and recognised in all 
past ages, and Miss Dallas briefly referred to some 


movement which 
Spiritualism 


This 


Research or 


outstanding examples of the fact. 
we called variously Psychical 
was no new thing. The things with which it dealt had 
existed amongst men ever since the dawn of history, and pro- 
bably long before. Even amongst the uncivilised races to-day 
they were known; such races needed no instruction concerning 
the reality of an unseen world, As to those psychical faculties 
which to-day were coming into greater activity amongst us 
than ever before, they could be used for the best and highest, 
or the lowest and worst purposes. Those who touched them 
should be warned that these powers could be used for good or 
for evil, The Scriptural phrase “ set for the fall and the rising 
of many " seemed aptly to describe the psychic faculty. Miss 
Dallas then dealt with the wave of materialism which prevailed 
during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, largely due to 
the teachings of David Hume, of which she gave a graphic 
summary, tracing their influence on the thought of the time 
and showing the extent to which the world then lost touch with 
the greater realities of its existence. 
activity of the psychical movement, the work of the Psychical 
Research Society, and the tremendous body of evidence which 
its leaders had painfully accumulated and tested. Interesting 
allusions were made to the experiments of Dr. Crawford as re- 
corded in his work, " The Reality of Psychic Phenomena,” and 
to the 
correspondences " 


She depicted the rise and 


conclusive tests arrived at through the “ cross- 
obtained in connection with the Psychical 
Research Society. Miss Dallas gave also some extremely in- 
teresting accounts of evidences obtained by herself and her 
friends, proving conclusively the reality of communication be- 
tween the two worlds. The communications which came 
through mediumship must not be taken as being the only form 
in which these things could be manifested. Once we realised 
their existence, we should find that they came into our lives all 
the time in many ways—evidences of care, love and direction 
from that world which blended so closely with our own. As 
Sir Oliver Lodge had well said, mediumship only proved the 
reality of that which was going on all the time. These proofs 
were not merely for our consolation and assurance, they ap- 
pealed also to our sense of duty—the duty to make our 
influence uplifting and to use our knowledge for the general 


good. 


We learn with regret of the transition on the 27th ult. of 
Mrs. 8. J. Crossley, cousin of the Rev. William Stainton Moses. 
We hope to be able to publish further particulars in our next 
issue, 

Tue " Occult Review" for March is an attractive number, 
The Editor, in addition to some illuminating notes upon the 
teaching of Anna Kingsford and Edward Maitland, contributes 
a fascinating paper on elves and fairies, based on the experi- 
ences of “ A Seer of Nature-Spirits" (Mr. Tom Charman), and 
illustrated with examples of the seer's visions, Another article 
that will be eagerly read is that in which Mr. Edmund Russell 
describes his meeting, many years ago, in India with Mr, 
Jacobs, who, under the name of " Mr. Isaacs,” was the hero of 
Mr. Marion Crawford's celebrated novel. "The article contains 
many interesting details of the life and personality of that 
mysterious wonder-worker, and gives further instances of his 
extraordinary powers. Other features are "A Talk About 
Buddhism,” by Mr. W. H. Chesson, and “ Aconite," by Mr. 
A. E. Waite: a searching but sympathetic criticism of a volume 
of poems by an American author, 
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SLEEP AND AWAKING. 


Mr. J. Arthur Hill's article on “Sleep,” in the “ Spectat 
of the 17th ult., is a happy blend of science, metaphysics » 
To the question '" What is sleep ?” he replies, "X 


poetry. 
body knows. 
little or nothing to tell us, Psychologically and metaphysic 


On the physiological side science hy 


there is more to be said " :— 


Life at its lowest, in amœbæ and the like, is almost c 
tainly unconscious, or nearly so. It is asleep. As we rise 
the scale of physiological complexity, finding great different 
tion of function and a continually extending system of nery 
we find also a continual increase of consciousness, as in th 
horse, elephant, man. These higher beings have reached t 
highest point of wakefulness that we know ; though they ha 
to sink back into the earlier sleep-state every night, tor 
euperate their energies. This sinking back into the primi 
state seems to bring them once more in touch with some grey 
and mysterious source of power. pi 

But there is some ground for believing that this alternati 
or oscillation is not a final state. Almost all religions hay 
taught an evolution out of time into eternity, an eternity 
uninterrupted consciousness, a waking up finally and for erg 
* There shall be no night there." And it would be dangero 
to dismiss this thought without respectful consideration, fo 
is hardly likely that the unanimous intuitions of so many wi 
and holy men can be altogether devoid of truth. And hower 
the different religions may vary in matters of minor doctrin 
there is a deep consensus on this matter of eternity. Ex 
Buddhism has its Nirvana, which is far from being t 
annihilation which the earlier Western scholars thought itt 
be; it isonly the annihilation of time, of passions and the lik 
it is Heaven under another name. It is the same with Hin 
Vedanta and with Chinese Taoism: a third stage is postulat: 
after the stage of alternate sleeping and waking—a stage whi 
transcends both, but which we can best understand as a wakin 
to ahigher form of life. It is indeed probable that those wl 
have mystical experiences—as when Paul was caught up ini 
the third Heaven—may be momentarily carried forward ini 
that stage, as when a very young child begins to wake fro 
its pre-natal sleep. Perhaps we are all really children, and! 
mysties are the first to begin waking up. 

With regard to the poets, “ who, after all, are true seers a 
revealers in their way," Mr. Hill observes, “ It is, perhaps, tol 
expected that they have a good deal to say on the subject, f 
a very active mind is likely to be a wakeful one, and genius 
He finds Shakespes 
writing about sleep in such an exceptionally wistful way (M: 
Hill quotes from “ King Henry IV. ") that the autobiograplia 
character of some of the passages is unmistakable; and Southe 


no doubt often have bad nights." 


would seem to have been an even worse sleeper than Shaki 
speare. Mr. Hill also alludes to the universal belief in eaf 
times that God revealed Himself or gave help and counsel i 
the sleep of His worshippers, and to the “curiously comm 
notion among prophets and seers that, as already suggest 
sleep is only a sleep within a sleep, regarded from a hig 
point of view.” He quotes the familiar lines in“ Adonais" 
which Shelley says of his friend, " He hath awakened from! 
dream of life,” and concludes : 


These are good thoughts to keep before us in these territ 
days. Life here is probation, an educative discipline, Butr 
shall wake out of our bad dream by and by, and we shall hr 
learnt things from it. It was somehow necessary, but it m 
only a phase, "The seen things are temporal, the unseen thing 
eternal. 


One can hardly say that in his latest book, “Day a 
Night Stories" (Cassell, 6s.), Mr. Algernon Blackwood ls 
made any advance on his previous work, but the stories s 
told with his accustomed skill. Naturally the psychic elem: 
is conspicuous in the book. One of the most fascinating 
these stories is the tale of the gentleman who was all the wh 
getting mixed up with the fourth dimension, disappearing s 
reappearing in the most exasperating way. His adventur 
in the consulting room of Dr. Silence and the methods wher! 
he was cured of his propensity of vanishing into the unfathor 
able are quite thrilling, although the story may leave so 
readers with a sense of pique because no attempt is made 
explain the phenomenon, There are a number of Egypt 
stories, which the author has contrived to fill with the arc 
peculiar to that land of mystery. Mr. Blackwood has! 
overlooked the “ comic relief "—there is one humorous tal 
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“Ligat! More Lionr !"— Goethe. 


t WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST 18 LIGHT!”—Paul, 


No. 1888.—YVor. XXXVII. [Registered as] Sarurpay, Marcu 17, 1917. [a Newspaper.] 


Price TwoPENCE. 
Per post, 10s. 10d. perannum 


London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 


110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 


TUESDAY, March 20th, at 3 p.m.— 
For Members ONLY. 
Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions. 
NO admission after 3 o'clock. 


THURSDAY, March 22nd, at 3.30 p.m.— 
Social Meeting, to be followed by the Annual General Meeting. 


THURSDAY, March 22nd, at 7.30 p.m.— 
Admission 1s.; Members and Associates Free by Ticket. 
Address at Suffolk-strest ... THe Rev. F. FieLDING-OULD, M.A. 
“Is Spiritualism of the Devil?” 


FRIDAY, March 23rd, at 4 p.m.— 
Members and Associates Free; 
Talks with a Spirit Control 


Visitors, 1s. 
Mars. M. H. Watts. 


Members’ and Associates’ Subscriptions for 1917 
ARE NOW OVERDUE, 
And should be forwarded at once, payable to 
Hengy WriTHALL, Hon. Treasurer. 


Subscription to December 31st, 1917, 
MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES, Half-a-Guinea, 


For further particulars regarding the work of the Alliance 
apply to the Secretary. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
Will hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 o'clock at 


STEINWAY HALL, LOWER SEYMOUR 
STREET, W. 


(Just off Oxford-street, close to Portman Square). 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 
MRS. MARY DAVIES. 
March 25th—Mr. Robert King. 


Admission Free. Collection. Inquirers cordially invited. Doors open 
at6p.m. No admission after 6.40 p.m. 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
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Inspirational Address. 
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Inspirational “Address. 
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MRS, MARY GORDON. 


Sixth Edition Now Ready. 


RAYMOND, OR LIFE AND DEATH. 


With Examples of the Evidence for Survival 
of Memory and Affection after Death. 


By SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S. 


With Eighteen Illustrations. 


This very remarkable book is the record by a distinguished 
father of a brave soldier son. Raymond Lodge was killed 
in Flanders in 1915 ; but Sir Oliver Lodge claims to have 
had communication with him since, and in the hope that 
other bereaved relatives and friends may have their grief 
similarly softened and their loss alleviated, he has consented 
to the publication of this very intimate record of séances. 
It tells the story of Raymond Lodge's young life and of 
his death. It then gives full details of the communica- 
tions which his friends received from him in the spirit 
world, and this ia done in order that such a narrative may 
give hope and comfort to mourners. The third part deals 
with Life and Death, of the body and the mind, of 
Christian psychology and of the idea of God. 

Sir Oliver Lodge's book sets the science of psychical research defin- 
itely upon a new footing —'* Tres.” 

A very interesting, and what is more, a very courageous book 
—' SPECTATOR.” 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


— aan, while hoping for the best, is also preparing for the 
worst, We are referring now entirely to industrial and 
trade conditions, the two most difficult elements in which 
are the dearth of labour and the shortage of material. 
(We put aside for the moment the active enmity displayed 
towards our subject, and the attacks which appear deliber- 
ately to confuse its true and false followers, and to assail 
both alike.) We observe that in its issue for the 7th inst. 
the “Christian Commonwealth,” in an article entitled ^ A 
lifeand Death Struggle," remarks :— 

- The longest purse commands the paper market to-day: and 
ithout making any reflection upon anybody, we respectfully 


suggest that the people with most money are not necessarily 
those who produce the most helpful papers at this solemn time. 


That is a proposition with which we can all agree, 
Like our esteemed contemporary we cherish "a boundless 
hope,” but we have to be active as well as hopeful. We 
i o not want to raise the price of Licur unless we are abso- 
itely compelled to do so. That would press hardly on 
many readers whose letters show that they regard the 
jounal as one of those helpful papers to which the 
"Ohristian Commonwealth " refers. We feel that we can 
ride out the storm with the help of those to whom the 
welfare of Lam is a matter of concern. 
* * * * 


Readers of Lian will by this time have learned how 
necessary it is to become regular subscribers either from 
‘their newsagents or from this office. No journals can now 
afford to print extra copies for casual’ purchasers. Our 
sue of the 27th ult. was completely sold out, and orders 
for it are now supplied only with difficulty. ‘The war has 
brought about the curious anomaly that papers have now 
o try and restrict their circulations instead of increasing 
them, and this in many cases lends inevitably to a rise in 
tle prices, ‘That, as we have said, we hope to*avoid. It 
would tend to economy if our friends handed their copies, 
n read, to others. ‘Nhat would be a good work, and 
although it would result in no pecuniary benefit to Licur 
‘it wou d be a piece of social service ; it would extend the 
nee of the paper, and strengthen its hold on life, 
the present troubles have passed away, it might 
new and stronger tenure of existence.  LicnT 
irty-seventh year, and it has now so many 
ls and supporters on “both sides of the way” that 
we feel confident that it will continue to burn brightly. We 
t confidence, however, rather as a spur to 
ar than as a justification for unconcern, We prefer 
and strenuousness to ' darkness and composure "| 


n 


ard th 


A great poet (we fancy it was Rossetti) in a poetic ex- 
ecration of the clerical Vandal who cut down Shakespeare's 
mulberry tree, suggested that the culprit must have had a 
very small soul—* some tailor's ninth allotment” of one. 
We think of the line sometimes in connection with those 
curious persons who would deny mankind any spiritual 
heritage whatever, and to whom the idea of spirits appeals 
as something to be dismissed with a grin or a snarl, ‘This 
attitude is exceedingly distressing to many sensitive and 
reverent persons who feel when these boorish sentiments 
are uttered as though sanctuaries were being profaned and 
holy and mysterious things rudely violated. Their horror 
and resentment are quite natural—we can have nothing 
but respect and sympathy for such feelings. But we do 
not share their fears, ‘lhe sanctuaries are impenetrable to 
the defiling foot—the mysteries are beyond reach of the 
brutish hand. Nothing is desecrated. The reviler is 
merely mocked with the shadow of that which he would 
fain destroy, and his Hunnish rage injures only himself. 
We can touch only that which comes within our range, and he 
who rails at the spirit rails at something which for him is 
especially remote. He is like a cur raging against a star, 

* * * * 

Ah, but séances, materialisations, apparitions, apports 
and psychie phenomena generally—have not these things 
some close relation with the human spirit? No more, we 
imagine, than the ordinary activities of human life. They 
are examples of special psychic faculties, manifestations of 
the spirit on a humble plane, their main purposes—for 
everything has its use—being to remind us that we are 
something higher than the brute and to provide evidence 
of the existence of another order of human life separated 
from us by a partition that to some is exceedingly thin and 
to others as seemingly impenetrable as an iron wall. How 
little the question of the essential Spirit behind all life is 
especially concerned in psychical manifestation is illustrated 
by the fact that some people in whom the spiritual side of 
things is strongly and beautifully manifested are not at 


all “psychic” in the ordinary sense. Revelations of the 
true nature of life reach them through other and perhaps 
purer channels. But we long ago learned the futility of 
drawing lines and making divisions as though life could be 
separated up into compartments. We can see that some 
things are relatively high manifestations of Deity, and 
others relatively low. ‘There is a unity between the rap of 
a spirit visitant and the pulsation of the Universe. Between 
the seratch of a figure on a schoolboy’s slate and the out- 
working of a problem in trigonometry in the brain of a 
mathematician there is a link if we could but trace it. All 
life is a spirit manifestation—“ psychic” evidences are de- 
signed as aids for those who cannot recognise this without 
such help, And these are the people whose spiritual en- 
dowment is so small that the very word “spirit” excites 
in them only anger and derision, 


REALITY OF PSYCHIC 
PHENOMENA.” 


TO Sır OLIVER LODGE, 


"THE 


A REPLY 


Crawrorp, D.Se 


By W. J. 


I am obliged to Sir Oliver Lodge for his observations on my 
book in Liaut of the 8rd instant. It is pleasant to find that 
our great leader in things scientific and psychic sees some little 
value in one's work ; it compensates for the trouble, time and 
labour expended, and spurs one on to further endeavour. 

Sir Oliver, I feel “sure, will be interested to hear that the 
medium, the members of the circle, and myself are about to 
carry out a further series of experiments. Preparations are 
nearly complete (indeed, the first sitting has already been held), 
and we hope to solve some of the remaining problems, During 
the past six months I have given much thought to the results 
already obtained, and have discussed matters in all their various 
bearings with scientific friends, We have all come to the same 
conclusion as to what should be tackled first, and it is interest- 


LICER T. 


I was interested in Sir Oliver obs tition about the i 
rod In my own mind { feel absolute certainty that such 
rigid, but more or less elastic, rod is used by the operator 
That such a rod should be invisible and practically impalpable, 
but at the same time behave like a solid body (it can resist pull, 
push and torsion), seems incredible; nevertheless, I am con. 


vinced of its reality and actual presence 
There is one I oint in connection with the phenomena I would 


like to mention Sometimes the medium and the chair or 


which she is sitting are moved bodily about the floor of tl 
room Now, where is the reaction in such a case At tl 
moment of writing I do not know, but I am going to find out 

of the readers of Liaur would ii 


if possible, Perhaps some 


the meantime like to puzzle over it. 

In conclusion, so far as I can seo at present, I shall be 
experimenting with Miss Goligher for some considerable time, 
and I will be glad to carry out any tests possible concerning 
“The Reality of 
of the rough 


details have 


any point suggested to mo. I regard 
Phenomena ” breaking 


until all 


Psychic only as the 


ground, and shall not be content 


been worked out, 


ing to note that the questions put by Sir Oliver are amongst 
those which we had decided were most pressing. - - = 
Taking the questions seriatim :— 
"n "i »D d APR Bd T ^i T T 1 
1, Scale pan under levitated table and medium sitting on THE PROSECUTION OI MEDIUMS. 


In the course of a letter in the “ Westminster Gazette” of 


weighing machine, 
' gives his opinion of the 


I was unable during the first series of experiments to carry 
out this test completely and have at present no data (see 
experiment 55, page 135 of my book). 

2, A man pressing down on levitated table. 

I do not know at present whether the weight of the table 
plus the force exerted by the man is all upon the medium or 
whether some of it is upon the floor. I experimented only 
with tables having no additional weights or pressures upon 
them, and in every such case found that almost all the reaction 


was upon the medium and none on the floor (except when a 
How the medium sustains 
have 


the 6th inst. the writer, “S.P.R.,’ 
recent prosecution (or persecution) of mediums in no uncertain 


fashion, He says :— 

One may, I think, question the justice and propriety of 
these prosecutions. Nobody, of course, can defend conscious 
and patent fraud ; but, after all, by what conceivahle criterion 
is Mr. Denman or any other magistrate entitled to declare that 
all the alleged phenomena attending these séances are fraudu- 
lent? Is the whole question, e.g., of crystal-gazing or of clair- 
voyance, to be settled off-hand by the mere ipse divit of a City 
magistrate to the effect that " these things are all rubbish”? 
I can only say that persons whose intellectual gifts are, to say 
the least, not inferior to those of Messrs. Denman and Mead 
have come to the conclusion that such phenomena cannot be 
brushed aside as indubitable “rubbish.” The Council of the 
Psychical Research Society, composed of men and women of 
intellectual eminence and scientific training—Mr. Arthur 
Balfour, Lord Rayleigh, Professor Gilbert Murray, Sir William 
Crookes, &c.—have paid continuous attention to the phenomena 
which Mr. Denman and his colleagues assume « priori to be 
necessarily fraudulent, and do not identify themselves with 


scale pan was under the table). 
without inconvenience even such reactions as 
observed upon her, and has no tendency to topple over even 
with the experimental turning moments applied, is at present 
a mystery, I have thought that perhaps the whole or part of 
such reaction is upon her chair, or upon the floor under the 
chair, or upon the weighing machine (as Sir Olivcr suggests) 
This question of the want of 


been 


and not really upon her body. 
sensitiveness of the medium to reaction forces and moments is 
one which I have determined to go into very fully. I intend, 
for one thing, to seat the medium on a very freely-running truck, 
or something of that sort, to see what happens. 

3, I have not yet carried out any quantitative observations 
when the table cannot be raised on being turned upside down 


such views, 

From a larger point of view, that of the personal liberty of 
the subject, one may fairly deny the right of the State to inter- 
fere with the supernatural professions or practices of its 
citizens, provided these do not conflict with the civic rights of 
others. For the life of me I cannot see why the claims of 
" Keiro" or others to possess certain supernormal and psychic 
gifts, and to establish communication between this world and 
the next, differ in the eyes of a modern State from the claims 
of, say, the Dean of St. Paul's or Father Vaughen to exercise 
their respective métiers in the regions of the supernatural. . . , 
Have the medinms recently consulted (for payment) by Sir 
Oliver Lodge (cf. “ Raymond ") been punished ? The Psychical 
Research Society has again and again held sittings (for payment) 
with Eusapia Paladino, Mrs. Piper, and other mediums ; were 
these proceedings illegal ? 

In all probability a large majority of professional mediums 
are consciously or unconsciously fraudulent; but so are the 
claims of a Catholic priest to the average Protestant, or the 
claims of an Anglican divine to an Agnostic, The prosecution of 
these poorer and more obseure psychies here and there in- 
volves, to my mind, a violation not only of the liberty of the 
subject, hut of the well-established principle that a modem 
State must not concern itself in the realm of things spiritual 


on the floor, 
I hope in a short time (possibly before these lines appear) 


to be able to supply answers to one or more of these questions. 

The table mentioned on page 82 of my book is the one 
shown in fig. 9, page 93, This was only occasionally used— 
when the sitting was held in my own house, "The diagram on 
page 07 also represents an experiment with this table, although 
not its shape, the reason being that, to illustrate the point of 
the argument, 1 did not consider the shape of any importance 
and simply drew the simplest figure possible. "This also holds 
for all diagrams of tables drawn (save that on page 93); they 
are not set out to scale, and do not actually represent the com- 
ponent parts as pictires would, but are only the simplest 
means of showing the disposition of the apparatus and the 
method in which I consider the psychic force is applied; thus the 


cross bars in the séance table (which were afterwards removed ; 


I have likewise usually repre- °F supernatural, 


For the sake of impartiality, we give the following quotation 
from a reply, signed “ H. O. Sotheran," which appeared on the 
following day, It will form an interesting study for the con- 
templation of those who know the true inwardness of some 


see page 127) were not shown. 
sented the medium by a cross or a vertical line, The fact is that 
the shape of the table, or its particular design, seems to matter 
little. Tho levitating force is always applied to the underside 
of the surface, 

I thank Sir Oliver for drawing my attention to the above 
details, and will take his advice about inserting photographs of 
the tables used when publishing the results of the work now in 


recent attacks :— 

“S, P. R.” has made a false analogy, and must try again. 
Dotestable and un-Christian as pew-rents nre, it is procisely 
hand, in relation to the Sacraments that they do not apply. Anyone 
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who goes up to the altar at Bt. Paul's or Farm street will be 
given the Blessed Sacrament without payment I'he responsi 

bility will lie on his own soul, unasked by the priest. If he 
makes his confession he will be given absolution, if he is quali- 
fied to receive it; but there will be no fee. It is the same with 
all the other Sacraments. A voluntary thank-oflering given 
afterwards is not a fee ora price. . . . I agree with "S. P. R 

as to letting these people, of both sides, alone The thing is 
as old as the hills, and may never quite die out it, like 
a gob-fire in an old mine, to smoulder, break out, or die down 


It is not worth extinction. 


Leave 


THE MINISTRY OF ANGELS. 


THincs Hip FROM THE “Wise AND PRUDENI 


By “Joy.” 


In a previous article I promised to tell something of what 
had been revealed to me concerning the ministry of angels. 
The faith of Christianity is founded on the Bible. If Christians 
really believe in the Bible they must believe in the ministry 
of angels. But, save by vague phrases which for the bulk of 
their followers are meaningless, this glorious, God-sent ministry 
is ignored by the various Christian sects. ‘The majority of 
their preachers know nothing of it. Blind themselves, they 
will not learn from those who can see. Small 
that, as many of them acknowledge, they are losing their hold 
on the people. How can they convince others when they them- 
selves are ignorant of that which provides such abundant proof 
of the wonderful beneficence and love of our Father in heaven ? 

Something of what I have been privileged to learn of the 
ministry of angels will be found in the following extracts from 
a record I have made of my psychic experiences :— 

I was gazing down on a huge city. I was conscious of 
being a great height above it and yet I could see the faces of 
the people who thronged its streets as plainly as though I had 
been close to them; and the noise of the traffic sounded loud 
in my ears. 

Many of the people had that stamped on their faces which 
showed that the souls within them were famished, but mingling 
freely with them was a host of angels. By the side of nearly 
everyone in the crowded thoroughfares was one of these 
radiant figures. 

li Who are those bright ones ?" I asked my mother. 

They are some of those," she replied. '* who, when they 
lived on earth, were sorely tried in divers ways, as are many of 
those by whose side they walk. But they fought life's battles 
bravely and conquered. Theceby they gained the experience, 
knowledge and wisdom which fit them to be ministering angels 
to those who are passing through trials and temptations 
similar to the trials and temptations by which they themselves 
were beset in their earthly careers.” 

I asked. 


“ How do they minister to them ?” 

“By striving to impress them with thoughts of patience, of 
courage, of God. By seeking to implant ideas in their minds 
which will give them nobler aspirations than that of living 
merely to gratify their animal natures or selfish ambitions. 
Often, very often they fail, for often, alas! the minds of those 
they strive to influence are too darkened by gloomy, selfish, or 
debasing thoughts to admit the light the angels would bring to 


wonder it is 


"But the angels watch and wait for some break in the 
mental clouds which befog such minds—some opening, however 
small, through which they may be able to send some uplifting 
thought. Perhaps the emotion aroused by witnessing some 
generous or heroic deed, by reading some inspiring passage in a 
good book, or listening to some strains of music, may provide 
the opportunity they seek. 

' And often they succeed in turning erring footsteps in the 
t direction; often they are able to implant in human 
some seed thoughts that germinate and bear fruit that 
gives a nobler impetus to their lives. Little do men and 
women realise whence often come those inspiring thoughts 
which give them renewed hope and courage to take up life's 


burdens afrosh. 
— “If people could only be made to realise that there are 
ing over them, ever eager and anxious to help 
resist temptation, to conquer selfishness, to develop 
ir natures, to seek abiding peace where it can alone 
they would avail themselves of this God-sent help. 
ty would not long present the sad spectacle it now 


eld the big vity beneath me. But it was now 


night there, and the crowded streets were lit up by gas and 
electric lights. In the public-houses the lights blazed brightly, 
and on them my eyes seemed focussed. I saw many men and 
women enter them Mingling with them were bright minister- 


with them, too, were spirits whose 


were dark-hued 


I asked 


ing angel but mingling 


faces were not radiant and who 


“ Who are those dark 


e robe 


ones, mother ? 


"'They are some of those who, when living on earth, 
succumbed to its temptations and became debased and 
depraved," she replied "And now they still shut out the 
light of Divine love from their souls and seek to impel others 
to become what they themselves were on earth. For it is still 
their delight to work evil 

When the vision had vanished my guardian angel and my 
mother talked with me about what had been shown me. They 
told me that the belief, held by many on earth, that those who 
after death became angels entered a sphere where they ceased 

their lives in praising God and 


from all labour and passed 
in blissful repose, was erroneous. Every one of the angels, they 


said, worked and found joy in the work, for it was work for God. 

“How could we be happy here," said my mother,” knowing 
there much misery and spiritual ignorance on earth, if, 
having the power to help the sinning, benighted and suffering, 
Some of us work not alone 


is 80 


we did not exercise that power 7 
on earth for the uplifting of humanity, but also in the lower 
spheres to help those spirits who, when on earth, failed to learn 
life's lessons aright. ‘There are many angels doing what on 
earth would be called missionary work among those evil spirits 


who, as you have seen, seek to lure men and women to 


destruction.’ 
“Tt is in the work we are able to do after death,” said my 


guardian angel, “ that many of us find rich compensation for 
the burdens laid on us on earth, which ofttimes were so hard 
to bear. For we realise here that it is often the lessons we 
learned on earth that were hardest to learn which best fit us to 
help some of those now on earth who are being similarly tried. 
On earth, as you know, I was for many years a great invalid. 
It was that experience which has given me the knowledge and 
the power to minister to many of those who lie on beds of 
sickness, oppressed by pain and weariness. I go to the bedsides 
of many such, and to some I am able to impart thoughts from 
which they obtain patience, courage, hope and faith in God. 
At such times I am glad that I was a great sufferer on earth.” 

To every human being, they told me, is assigned a guardian 
angel, whose special duty it is to watch over that person and 
strive to help him or her to resist temptation and lead a good 
life—the life that meets with such blessed reward. 

“ But how comes it," I asked my guardian angel," that an 
angel can watch so deyotedly over one, as you do over me, and 
yet minister also to others ? " 

" Because, Joy,” she answered, 
guardian angels to be always with those of whom they have 
charge in order to know what they are doing, or of what they 
are thinking. Wherever I am—in the Heavenly Garden, as you 
call it, or somewhere on earth far distant from where you live 
—your thoughts reach me, and if they imply a need of my 
help, like a flash of light I am by your side." 

“ Does it sadden the angels to see those they love on earth 
in trouble and distressed ? " I asked. 


“Tt does at times," said my mother, “ but not to the ex- 
For we see 


"it is not necessary for 


tent it would if we were like earth's inhabitants. 
here, as those still on earth cannot see, how often conflict 
with trials and difficulties strengthens character, develops 
spirituality and brings out the best that is in a man or 
Our extends beyond the grave, and we 
can see what many who, to earthly eyes, 
are overwhelmed by misfortune. Many on earth who 
are accounted wretched failures by those who know them— 
or think they know them—are regarded by us as among the 
noblest types of success because, though poor in worldly goods, 
they have enriched their souls with those things that are im- 
And many who on earth are regarded as brilliantly 


vision 
awaits 


woman. 
here 


perishable. 
successful are known by us to be wretched failures because, 
however great their possessions, they are seen by us to have 


poverty-stricken souls. 
“To our vision, the garments of earth's children and the 


forms which those garments clothe, are not opaque, as they are 
to those who see only with the physical eyes. We see through 
them. The true spiritual natures are discerned by us. Human 
beings are imperishable spirits, just as much as we are, and as 
such we see them. They should try to realise what they really 
are,and not think of themselves as beings whose lives cease 
at death. Then the thoughts of many would be less centred on 
material things; they would appraise them at their true value, 
and they would perceive that poverty and riches, in the truest 


sense, are of the spirit.” 
(To be continued.) 
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core of this 


Seeing that mediumship is a à 
subject of spirit existence and spirit intercourse, it seems 
an appropriate moment for considering the matter from a 
practical rather than a theoretical standpoint. The subject 
is clouded by speculative and academic questions. Let us 
treat it from the standpoint of fact, observation and ex 
per ience, 

We begin by remembering that mediumship lies at the 
root of every department of life—everything is “ medi 
ated," so that every person is a medium for somebody Or 
something. But in its generally-accepted sense in psychic 
matters, a medium is a person who acts as an instrument 
for conveying a communication from 
A medium 


to incarnate ones 


spirits 


a psychic is r always 

she may be us mit—c 

healing, for examples—without any aid from discarnate 
beings. 

The medium fulfils his office of mediator by reas f 
some mysterious quality which him more closely int 
touch with the unseen side of things than the ordinary 
mortal, and that in a way which enables in the ur 
seen world to communicate more or less clearly ( Y 
less) with their fellow-beings in the fles] Then a medi 
isan abnormal” pers Not of necessit l wo! 

jums, mostiy persons ns - 
t sir 
them wisely w thereby be t 
morv The spect isto 
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may be moral reprobate But in a realm of such subt 

intense and terrific forces as that in which mediun 

operates the effects of bad life are far more danger 

| ilties more severe, than in more mundane pursuit 
vicious tist is playing with fire; the vicious med 

is trifling with high-power electrical currents, There 


the peril, but as the world is for -the most part made uy 
ho are neither very good nor very bad, it is q 
own part, ıt seems 


exaggerate it. For our 
man of decent lif; 
And let us he 


record that in a long experience of mediums we have 1 


sufficient that a medium should be a 


he should also be a man of good sense. 


amongst them persons not only of fine charact 


many 
living contradictions by 


intelligence 


of the silly fable invented and repeated by silly people, t 


the effect that a medium is always of feeble intelligen 


weak of will, True, there are son 


and poor in physique. 
mediums who seem to lend 
that has little or nothing to do with the question of the 


They would be equally poor specimens i 


colour to the accusation, ! 


mediumship. 


some normal " occupation, especially one of the dange 


ous trades "—the manufacture of chemicals, for instan 


or the drink traffic, with its terrible yearly roll of victiu 
We might go on with such examples of one-eyed criticism 
the part of the enemies of Spiritualism. But we are no 
writing for fools. 

And now a painful and much debated point 


of mediums. 


conclusive 


are mixed and mins 
still more that is 
denounced as worthless nonsense. Again, they are í 
by those who make it their business t 


the closest analysis 


much that is dubious, and 


and ~ exposed ” 


deceive and expose” them. It is very puzzling to & 


who have not studied the medium seriously and 


sympathy. C evidences of the action of spirits se 
] (it is worth remez 


spirit—some [ 
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temporarily out of health and condition. But the average 
medium is not always well balanced ; he is acutely sensitive 
and not difficult to " psychologise " 


in this direction make him a medium. 


his very suscept ibilities 
And the impostor, 
radiating the atmosphere of imposture, seeking for imposture 
and determined to find it, receives back by a natural law 
the reflection of his own false character and desires, and is 
triumphant—for the time. It is not the medium who has 
imposed upon him, but he who has imposed upon the 
medium—and upon himself. Had he gone as a seriou: 
inquirer, a true friend and not a false one, he might quite 
conceivably have failed to obtain anything in the nature of 
evidence of mediumistic powers. But he would at least 
have seen clearly that what he received was honestly given 
—a product interesting to the trained psychologist, however 
valueless to the ordinary person. 

Let it be observed that throughout we are discussing 
mediums, and not “rogues and vagabonds” carrying on a 
traffic in bogus mediumship. Many of these have had their 
careerrudely terminated by the recent raids—for which relief 
much thanks—but that was hardly due to any powers of dis 
crimination on the part of the newspaper men or the 
detectives. No jeweller would be content with their evi- 
dence on a question affecting bogus gems and real ones. 
In all questions involving valuable material objects the 
expert is religiously called in—the verdict of the man who 
knowsis of the first importance. But concerning a life 
hereafter, the ministry of spirits, the eternal destiny of 
mankind, and such-like baubles and gew-gaws (as Charles 
Lamb would say)—of what value or importance are these 
things? Any fool can adjudicate upon them. We shall 
see, we dre seeing, some of the results of this'fond delusion. 
The "murdered truth" is returning like a “ feathered 
snake,” and this time it "comes to kill" (those who know 
Watts-Dunton’s fine sonnet, ^ The Damsel of the Plain,” 
will recognise the allusion). When a chastened humanity 
has learned the truth, the medium—the true medium—will 
come into his own. No longer the hapless victim of fools 
and boors, to be quizzed as a curiosity and subjected to 
conditions which sometimes render the plying of his pre 
carious gift as a trade a danger to the very cause he serves, 
he will take his true place in the great economy of life. 
That timeis coming rapidly now. In the meanwhile, those 
who have faithfully preserved their gifts, resisting the 
temptation to degrade them to low uses—to be the amuse- 
ment of idlers,the plaything of wealth and fashion, the 
instrument of mean desires—let them be of good heart, 
even if for a time they are driven to abandon their voca- 
tions for rougher though less painful tasks. The 
Powers they serve will not fail nor forsake them. 


Unseen 


A GENERATION AGO. 


(From "LicHr" or Marcu l19rH, 1887.) 


In a discourse delivered at San Francisco, Mrs. E. L. 
Watson told a touching story of a medium, John Slater (the 
famous clairvoyant, who is still living), who was well known to 
the people to whom she was speaking. A lady, also well 
known to them, had lost many friends and much property. 
Ske was poor in all ways, in affection and in money. Yearning 
for some voice from the beyond, she pawned a clock, the last 
masining relic of her prosperous days, and went to see John 
Slater. Hegave her that which she desired, comforted her with 
messages of love, and she took out her purse with its one coin 
to pay bim for his two hours time. “No, no, madam; keep 
your four dollars," be said, "and redeem the little clock." 
Tus was £ revelation to her of a most secret act, which she 
would scarcely have confessed to her dearest friends. A little 
thing, but touching, assuredly. 


— From " Notes " by " M. A. (Oxon).” 
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ATLANTIS: MOTHER OF NATIONS. 


Mr. J. H. 


ADDRESS BY VAN STONE 


(Continued from page TR.) 
Coming now to the traditions of Atlantis w« 
Greek writers, Aelian stating that a great continent had existed 
in the Atlantic, Proclus quotes an ancient writer referring to 


islands in the Atlantic ruled by Atlanti 


Marcellus and Diodorus give a similar Plato, however, 


find, among 


a larger island, 
tory 
gives the most detailed account in his " Critias " and “ Timeus.” 


He tells how Solon (600 n.c.), the great Law-giv 


mr, was edu 
cated in Egypt, and how a priest at Sais said, “ You Greeks 
have no antiquity of history, and no history of antiquity 

The priest then went on to tell how the ancient books gave an 
account of Atlantis and the 


Atlanteans 


invasion ot 


Europe by the 


A mighty warlike power, rushing from the 
spreading itself with hostile fury over 
For at that time the Atlantic sea was navigable, and had an 
island before the Pillars of Hercules (Z^, Gibraltar. This 
island was greater than both Libya and all Asia together, and 
afforded an easy passage to other neighbouring islands, as 
likewise easy to pass from those island 
which border on this Atlantic Sea 

They likewise had everything provided for them which both 
in à city and every other place is sought after as useful for the 
purposes of life. They were supplied with many things from 
foreign countries on account of their extensive 
the island afforded them the greater part of ev 
which they stood in need. In the first 
supplied them with such things as are 
and with such things as are melted 
woods afforded for builders th« produced in abun- 
dance. "There were likewise sufficient pastures for 


Atlantic sea and 


all Europe and Asia 


it wa 
to all the continent 


Empire, but 
erything of 
place, the island 
dug out of mines, 
Whatever, too, the 
island 


tame and 


savage animals, together with a prodigious number of e 


There were pastures for all such animals as are fed in lakes and 
rivers, on mountains, and plains jesides this, whatever of 
odoriferous the earth t í root 
grass, wood, juices, gums, flowers, slar 
produced. 
Then the writer describes the nature of | 
was a land of extensive plains, hemme t 
mountain rapges, in which e deep ig the 
mountains were many rich pot ) lag 
Then in the plain and close to the sea was the great city 
its inland harbour connected to the sea by a canal 200ft. w 
100ft. deep, and 10,000ft. long The mighty palace 
temples, rlaid w t if and gold r 
1 r the n tt ta 
‘ " g Fr ‘ 
t te ag 
day the reg the Az ^ 
enjoy t 
these islands Ji t ^ 
be i f aleareous terra 
extinct volcanic mounta ar ava J a 


since grown cold 


The Atlanteans were expert agriculture and ticulture 


and their en kil wa tn their ha 
bours and canals Ship-building erried "T t 
fleets covered the oceans ar 

Mar r details of 4 
people en by at Atlantis w 
ruled n Kings t a a 
subme y car > 
time the sea in t “ cane 
cannot pass there be L extend over t 


site of the baried island 


marvellous tales, and is a " plai 


who lived by coma 


reached out to all countzies around tbe: 
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From other traditions we learn that the Atlanteans were 
expert in the breeding and cross-breeding of animals, and in 
every way were a people at a high stage of culture 
The Gauls had traditions of Atlantis, and these were 


collected by the Roman historian imagenes, in the first 
century before Christ 
The Mexico said their ancestors came from 


Atlan or Aztlan, a name s Atlantis 
The ancient book, “ Popul V of Guatem 


in ancient days three Princes visited the land of their Fathers 


la, tells how 


“in the East on the shores of the sea and brought back a 
system of writing. 

All the Indians of America have a general tradition that 
their ancestors came from a land “ toward the sun rising,” and 
that that land was destroyed by earthquakes. The Troano 
MSS. of the Mayas record that the land of Mu, away to the 
East, was destroyed by terrible earthquakes, and how it was 
twice upheaved and suddenly disappeared in one night. Ten 
countries were destroyed and sixty-four million people lost. 

The universal flood legends appear to be echoes of the 
great catastrophe and of the escape of some from Atlantis. 

Many more traditions of widely separated races might be 
quoted, but sufficient evidence from all sources has been brought 
forward to warrant the view that Atlantis existed and was 
inhabited by a race of high culture. Further, it is probable 
that the colonising power of Atlantis gave rise to the American 
peoples on the one hand, and the old Greeks, Cretans, Egyptians 
and other races on the other hand. Atlantis, as the Mother of 
Nations, gives a coherent answer to the question of the simi- 
larities in many things of the races of the New and Old World. 

Let me here conclude by quoting Pierre Termier’s poetic 
description of the destruction of the island continent :— 


I dream of the last night of Atlantis. . The young 
men have all departed for the war, beyond the islands of the 
Levant and the distant Pillars of Hercules; those who remain, 
men of mature age, women, children, old men, and priests, 
anxiously question the marine horizon, hoping there to see the 
first sails appearing, heralds of the warriors' return. 

But to-nightthe horizon is dark and vacant. How shadowy 
the sea grows; how threatening is the sky so overcast! The 
earth for some days has shuddered and trembled. The sun 
seems rent asunder, here and there exhaling fiery vapours. 
It is even reported that some of the mountain craters h: 
opened, whence smoke and flames belch forth and stones and 
ashes are hurled into the air. Now on all sides a warm grey 
powder is raming down. Night has quite fallen, fearful dark- 
ness; nothing can be seen without lighted torches. Suddenly 
seized with blind terror, the multitude rushes into the temples; 
but lo! even the temples crumble, while the sea advances and 
invades the shore, its cruel clamour rising loud above all other 
noise. What takes place might indeed be the Divine wrath. 
Then quiet reigns; no longer are there either mountains or 
shores ; no longer anything save the restless sea, asleep under 
the tropic sky, with its stars unnumbered; and in the breath 
of the trade winds I hear the voice of the immortal poet 
singing :— 


re 


you know! 
tH 


ing mothers fear; 


O waves, how many mournful tales 
Wide waves profound, that knee 
Those tales the flooding tides recount with care; 
And thus arise those voices of despair 

Which you to-night again bring with you here! 


—(Prolonged applause.) 
On the proposal of the Chairman, se 
Meads, a hearty vote of thanks was passed to Mr. 


ynded by Mr. Ernest 
Van Stone 


for his very valuable and interesting lecture. 


MzxsERS and Associates of the London Spiritualist Alliance 
are reminded of the address which will be delivered at the 
Suffolk-street Salon on Thursday next, the 2?nd inst, by the 
Rev. F. Fielding-Ould, M.A., Vicar of Christ Church, Albany 
street, Regent's Park, N.W., on the subject, "Is Spiritualism 
of the Devil * " 

EzzaATA.— Mr.J. H. Van Stone asks us to c 
errors in last week's instalment of his lecture on 
Mother of Nations." In the last line of the first paragraph of 
the report, " 
The name " Retzuis” 
following paragraph 


+t three 


quotation 


"one of our 


and in the 


" Atlantis : 


20,000 years B.c." should be '" 10,000 years b.c." 
in the third column should be “ Retzius,” 
should be 


news- 
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PROFESSIONAL MEDIUMSHIP, 


There is not space even for quotations from the lette 
have received on this subject since dealing with those ment 
last week. "This is the more regrettable, since many of t 
are well worth reproducing in full, as illustrating the var 
points of view taken by thoughtful readers. The great maj 


of opinions are, as before, in favour of the abolition of 


mediums’ announcements. We are struck by the numb 
correspondents who find these advertisements incong 
with the other contents of Licur. They are said to strik 


We do not, however, find that this disco 
subject In eor 


jarring note. 
element is a matter confined to our 


with many other persons, we have remarked its associi 
which an obtms 


with churches and other institutions, in 


commercialism trading stalls, fees, gratuities an 
forth—contrasted disagreeably with the rest of the 


matter that just 


living in an ag 


But it 
seeing that we 
that it was 
Cash was the one clam 


ceedi hardly seemed a 


complaint, were 


highly commercialised beginning to look 
everything in terms of money. 


need for the carrying out of any work, low or high, good or i 


We use the past tense, for there are signs that the reig 
Money cannot to-day buy me 


Goods g 


Mammon is nearing its close. 
things of which it was master before the great war. 
service are beginning to be more highly esteemed and theres 
even glimpses of still higher values. 

, the circulating medium is still a nec 


Neverthel 


s 


life. One special lesson which is being painfully driven b 

to us is that sensitive, highly-strung people with gifts of wa 
use ought not to be condemned to the harsh struggle fors 
sistence that tells heavily enough even on those of hard & 
well equipped by Nature for the daily fight for life. Plan 
now being concerted by which the present difficulties 
met, even if only by tentative measures. Mr. B. M. Gods 
Licut was an excellent one 


suggestion in last week’s 
affiliation of mediums to societies and other institutions, 
was an idea already in the minds of some of us, and one wi 


is receiving serious consideration. 

As regards the letters referred to above, those recommen 
the discontinuance of the advertisements are from Mrs. C] 
Simmonds, Miss E. M. Storr, Mr. E. Dottridge, J.P., Mi 
Thatcher, Mr. E. B. Pinder, Col. Baddeley, " Libra,” Mr 
G. O'Connor, Mr. F. C. E. Dimmick (Secretary of the Clad 


S 


iety), Mrs. Philip Champion de Crespigny, Colonel Cog 
C.B., Mr. W. E. Thomson, “ L. B.," and Mr.C.J. Wilson (Dati 

The “Noes” are represented by Mr. Ernest Meads, Y 
M. Birtles, Mr. J. W. Sharpe, ' An Interested Reader," s 
^N.G.8 


It should be noted that several of those in the latter di 
have withdrawn or modified their attitude on a furthe 
facts. 


but are unable to arrive at any 


ledge of the Several correspondents ex 


pro and con, 


sition made by Sir A. Conan Doyle, wh 


towards a fun 


kindly vo 


recouping LicHr for its loss in the matter, has found sew 


iteered to pay £10 a year 


rratefully accept the sugge 


, and we 


supporte 
that it will be only a temporary necessity ; 


about £150 per annum is not a large one. 
in the matter ks 


Withall, the 


co-operate with Sir Arthur 
communicate either with Mr. 
Alliance, or the Editor. 


willing to 


Tr easurer 


A creat soul draws and is drawn with a more $ 
intensity than any small one. By every inch we 
intellectual height our love strikes down its roots 
and spreads out its arms wider.—OLivE SCHREINER 
Decease or Lapy STAPLEY.—We regret to recom! 
transition of Annie E. Stapley, wife of Sir Richard Sts 
Kt, which took place on Wednesday, the 7th inst. 
funeral service was conducted at St. Sepulchre's on Sate 
last by the vicar, the Rev. W. A. Cunningham Craig, the m$ 
remains being cremated at Golder's Green. We hope to pof 
an In Memoriam notice next week, together with the chars 
Death," from the pen of ti 


H 


allegory “The River of 
ceased lady. 
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THE UNSEEN WORLD: ITS REALITY. 


A CovwTERBLAST TO THE DREAM-THEORIST., 


By N. (€ 


With the two leading articles (in Liaut of February 10th 
and 17th) based on a chapter of Professor and Mrs. de Morgan's 
book, "From Matter to Spirit," the spirit world may be said 
to have been thrown into the melting-pot. What emerges is a 
world of symbolism, allegory and illusion—a world, in fact, of 
which we know nothing as to the life lived in it. The second 
srticle is appropriately accompanied by some Notes by the 
Way, dealing with “The World as Imagination,” a book 
E. D. Faweett, presenting an Idealist view. Which brings me 
to the conviction that the time has come for me to say a word 
sbont the Idealist (hereinafter referred to as the Imaginist). 


by 


THE WORLD AS IMAGINATION. 

I have found the Imaginist hitherto the most elusive of 
creatures. With head in the clouds he refuses to come to earth 
and show how his theories can be applied to facts. I was, 
therefore, the more pleased when I read this in Licur :— 

What standard have we fer determining the reality of a 
landscape seen nermally, as distinguished from the same land- 
scape exactly duplicated in a dream? . . May not the 
real landscape be in itself the product of a Cosmic Imagi- 
mation, "capable of being copied by another psychical 
existent, to wit a dream ?” In other words, the Creative Mind 
bodies forth a Universe in its Imagination, perceptible to all 
creatures within its compass. The human mind, having in a 
minute measure the same creative gift, copies on its own tiny 
sale the products of the larger imagining. But between the 
two the difference is relative, not essential. 


That isa plain statement which anyone can understand, 
and is, as I think, the only plausible Idealist theory. It means 
that the landscape is in each case nothing more than an idea 
inamind. A perfectly intelligible proposition and, as I will 
try to show, quite untenable. Superficially the landscape may 
te looked upon as a picture, or at the best as an affair of trees 

fand fields; a dream picture which we share with the Cosmic 
(Mind. But tothe Cosmic Imagination itself it must wear a 
Úvery different aspect. For this same landscape is not in 
[esence a large affair of fields and rivers, and such-like, but an 
Üninitely minute affair of inconceivable complexity ; an affair 
k stoms and molecules incessantly in motion, all of which 
be for ever and continuously the business of the Cosmic 
Bos. We cannot, the poet tells us, pluck a flower 
Without the trembling of a star. One might say more accurately, 
“sithout the trembling of every atom of every star." How simple 
Un a “real” universe obeying fixed “laws”! How unthinkably 
[dificult for the Creator of a dream Cosmos to adjust accurately 
| the exact degree of trembling produced in every particle of His 
"universe by every least motion of every other particle, through 
"every moment oftime! I ask in the first place, Is it believable ? 
in the second place, Is it worth while? What need for all this 
complexity in a dream universe? It is a complexity without 
any of the freedom we expect from imagination. All proceeds 
undeviatingly upon its appointed way, never turning to right 
or left; so that, if we possessed adequate knowledge of the 
Present, we could forecast an earthquake or an eruption 
millions of years in advance, and even the whole future history 
of the heavens from furthest shore to shore of the Milky 
Way. This Cosmic Mind would, in fact, appear to be very 
mechanical. It would almost seem that the Imaginist, having 
demolished the atoms and molecules of our own mental 
machinery, to wit the brain, must reinstate them for the 
machinery of the Cosmic Mind. 
But the Universe is not altogether without initiative. There 
are “local creative initiatives," the results of whose activity are 
petsiem desirable; but Natural Selection, we are told, sorts 
hem out. I suppose each one of us is a local initiative since 
daim to have free will; but whatever changes we effect in 
world of objects must actually be a change, by the terms of 
theory, in the Cosmic Imagination. By this it is shown 
we, the lesser, control the greater, and that the initiative 
e not in the whole, but in the parts, while the Natural 
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Selection that sorts out error and secures progress is a struggle 
taking place in the Cosmic Mind. In the hands of the theorist 
the Cosmic Mind, by a damaging process of attrition, tends to 
lose many of its god-like attributes. 

For of course everything comes back to the Cosmic Mind. 
It and we are the only existents. For my part I think its con- 
tinual coercion by the local initiatives wonld make for hopeless 
confusion, But there is no other way: you cannot have a 
dream mosaic; there must be one dreamer Even our bodies, 
our brains and sense organs are as “unreal” as the rest. 
Though we seem to think with our brains and see with our 
eyes, it is all a delusion. Consider the elaboration of the human 
eye and brain as the organ of vision, and say if you are able 
to believe that there is in " reality " no eye and nothing to see, 
When focussing your vision upon that landscape with which 
we began, you are but concentrating. your mind upon a portion 
of the Cosmic dream. So says the Imaginist. Apply this 
test to other bodily processes—to nutrition and digestion; to 
hunger, fatigue, pain and sleep; to disease, decay and death. 
Apply it te all the facts you know of chemistry, physies, 
astronomy. With every new application the argument gains 
strength. All these facts are appropriate to a " real " mechani- 
cal universe—none are appropriate to the "ideal" universe of 
a Cosmic dream. Can the Imaginist say he believes that all 
these activities have no objective groundwork ? No, not 
if he answers quickly before the clouds gather again about 
his head. 

Moreover, I feel sure that this “ ideal” universe should be 
ideal in other respects. It would not necessarily be a place of 
unalloyed bliss, seeing that it is intended presumably for our 
moulding and education; but I cannot find in it a place for 
many things which I must needs look upon as blemishes, such as 
the loathly parasite and the enemy microbe and all the ills that 
occur to the birds and beasts, that really do not appear to be 
undergoing any process of moral education ; nor for the blind 
central eye of the chameleon, the deeply buric d legs of the boa- 
constrietor and all the other superannuated organs; nor for 
the calves born with two heads, nor the ossified finger joints 
said to have been inherited by fourteen generations of the 
family of the Earl of Shrewsbury; not even for such slight 
defects as colour-blindness; not even, if I must be quite 
honest, for opium or alcohol or for iron that rusts. An " ideal " 
universe such as this would be a mockery and a mummery 
and a futile foolishness. Let us return to our landscape. 

Though we have no eyes we will admire the view, and 
observe that, though we are standing side by side, we do not 
see precisely the same view. Is this a nice calculation of the 
Cosmic Imagination, or does it follow from the laws of perspec- 
tive in a world where light and latitude are “real” ? How do 
we proceed supposing we wish to see the details of our landscape 
more ‘clearly ? By concentrating our minds upon those parts 
of the Cosmic dream ? Not at all. We procure the idea-of-a- 
telescope and turn it in their direction. But first we must 
discover the laws of optics and how to grind and polish the 
idea-of-a-lens, and to draw the idea-of-a-brass-tube. Thus 
only shall we put ourselves more closely en rapport with the 
thoughts of the Cosmic Mind! Similarly by supplementing 
the idea-of-a-telescope by the idea-of-a-negative applied to the 
idea-of-a-camera we learn of the existence of stars in the 
Cosmic Idea, of which we must otherwise have been for ever 
ignorant. 

Such is the scheme of the Imaginist, to be weighed against 
the instinctive assurance of " reality " possessed by the normal 
man. When Dr. Johnson kicked the stone, he was appealing 
to this source of immediate knowledge, which has served us 
well and cannot easily be dethroned. Let us return to the 
spirit world. 

THE HOME OF THE SPIRIT, 

The problem of the “ real " and dream landscapes, with which 
we began, is still unsolved. How can we determine their 
degrees of reality? The suggestion is that in each case it is 
a mental experience and that only. But a vital distinction is 
that in the case of the real landscape it is, by this theory, some- 
one else's dream that we are living in and influencing, and the 


possibility of this is purely speculative. The real landscape 
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private dreams w« 


may be densely populated, but in our 


whatever be the number of 


must always be alone ; for, 
persons who pass through our dreams, they are the creatures 
their thoughts our own reflected 


of our fancy, and 


back upon us like our face in a mirror. And so it is in 
In so far as the spirit's environment is the 
or the 


expression of his mental or moral condition, he must enjoy it 


the spirit world. 
creation of his imagination —that is to say, his dream 
or suffer it alone. If the pony he rides and the hill up 
which he climbs are imaginary, so also are his companions and 
of the 


Cosmic Mind then there is a gulf fixed between the nature of 


friends. If, on the other hand, they are the " dream” 


the spirit world and the nature of this, greater than it is at 
all reasonable to believe 

One might well ask in that case, what is the use of the 
I feel the need 


spirit who had 


psychic body upon which we are all agreed ? 
ofa "real" psychic body. Why did the 
Mrs. de Mor 


than his 


n and her circle 


committed suicide find 


more objectively real to him fellow-spirits who 


were more highly «developed ? Because the material of 
his psychie body was of coarser texture and out of tune 
with theirs; Why did Sir Alfred Turner's spirit friend say 
that she could no longer take away from the séances the 
flowers he had been accustomed to bring her? Because, by 
her statement, she had passed to a higher plane. Because, in 
other words, her psychic body (not her dream body) had grown 


And 
for a psychie body we must have a psychie world—something 


too refined to undergo the experience of materialisation. 
like a house for its dwelling ; something like a landscape for 
its passing to and fro, all solid and " real," Mrs. de Morgan's 
experiences and others like them are baflling and demand 
The truth would seem to be that many spirits 
remain for a time in a sort of dream condition, in which their 


explanation. 


apparent surroundings may be in some sense symbolical. 
That is 
Readers may like to be reminded of 
The first is by Sir 


Where do they find themselves when this is ended ? 
what we want to know. 
two recent pronouneements on the subject. 
Oliver Lodge :— 


Let us not jump to the conclusion that the idea of space 
no longer means anything to persons removed from the planet. 
They are no longer in touch with * matter" truly, but for all 
we know they may exist in the ether. Let us not be too sure 
that their condition and surroundings are altogether and utterly 
different from those of mankind. 


I suspect Sir Oliver Lodge of being a Realist. The second 


quotation is a statement by Mr. A. P. Sinnett, which may be 
taken as the latest teaching of Theosophy : 


The astral region with its sub-divisions is a huge concentric 
sphere surrounding the physical globe, as much a definite 
appendage to it as the atmosphere. Part is actually immersed 
beneath the crust of the earth—a terrible region with which 
only the worst specimens of humanity have any concern, Just 
above tho surface is a region of varied discomfort, The 
higher regions are all conditions in which happiness is the 
background of consciousness. [Those who pass over) get used 
after some interval of bewilderment to conditions of life re- 
sembling in many ways those [of| physical life. The matter of 
the astral world is plastic to thought. There are regions 
where the sustained thought power of all dwelling there 
has created churches and chapels. Frequent mention [is 
made of houses, ‘These are the thought creations of the 
persons passing on or of those who have passed on pre- 
viously. There is however] no gravitational stress, 
Anyone can about upward or downward by the 
mere effort of will, There are no houses on the sixth sub-plane 
of the astral), There thought gives rise to flowery conditions. 
The denizens luxuriate in scenes of natural beauty. Where 
continuous and collective thought is concentrated,such creations 
may assume a very permanent character. The dream-houses 
created for themselves by ordinary people in passing over [are] 
not durable at all, only serve a brief purpose and melt away 
[when they pass on). Some astral experiences, especially on 
the higher levels, are beyond physical plane comprehension, 
Thus it seems possible for the literary student to help himself 
to copies of any book down here, whether ancient or recent, 
Men of science can make use of laboratories and acquire know- 
ledge of the mysteries of gravitation and electricity that no 
instruments of ordinary research would help them to, 


move 


I suspect Mr, Sinnett of Realism, too, 


March 17, 1917 


"THE CHURCH HAMPERED,” 


A letter 


under this title from Lady Gk nconner, in a rec 


issue of the “ Spectator," discusses the causes of the ineflk 
of the Church of England as an effective force and moral 
ness, " Ecclesiastical religion," she declares, “ is fossilised 


A scholar can accept all the creeds of the Church by skilf 
interpretation, but religion should be for simple folk as we 
for scholars ; and for simple people the theological system 
* How can t 


thus replies to her « 


creeds is barren and meaningless," She asks 
people rescue the Church ?" and 
question : 


They can do it only if the Church is willing to learn, Tl 
must spread the knowledge they possess without any clain 
that it furnishes a basis for a fully satisfactory religion, | 
proves the basis of all religions, that of the existence of 
spiritual world, and one so closely adjacent that it promis 
neither harps nor haloes, but a homely continuation of su 
conditions as are apparent here. This teaching opens a door 
which materialism had shut, and which the Church, in elosin; 
her eyes to the progress of Psychical Research, has helped t 
bar. There has been true progress made in this directi 
during the last twenty-five years, and progress far above tl 
level of mere physical phenomena, which is a lower expression 
and useful only as means of a preliminary freeing of the mini 
It is this teaching that, were it studied and adopted, would 
flow like life-blood through the veins of the moribund Church 
Our preachers would then tell of immortality with an assure 
and joyful voice, they would speak of man's survival of deat! 
with a knowledge of his discarnate condition, and laying asidi 
their attitude of trustful patient ignorance, they would tell of 
the living hand-clasp that may be felt beyond the grave. 


IN VINDICATION. 

In a letter in “The Challenge” Miss H. A. Dallas take 
exception to one point in an article on Spiritualism publishel 
in a previous issue—viz., that the writer, while acknowledgin 
psychical research to be a legitimate branch of study, cor 
demned the conclusions to which psychical studies have led 1 
very large mass of students, She says:— 

These conclusions are clearly expressed in Sir Oliver Lodge’ 
last book " Raymond "; but his testimony does not stand alone 
Thousands of students (I am not referring to superfici 
dabblers) could testify that they have reached, by this means, t 
conviction not only that the dead are alive, but also that 
under certain cireumstances they can communicate with thos 
on earth, and that they are often in close rapport with theit 
friends and aware of their conditions, their sorrows, and their 
joys. It is not correct to say that “assurance” has not been 
attained in this way. "Those who, like myself, know men wh 
have been changed from the despair’ of agnosticism and from 
the aggressive dogmatism of avowed rationalism to steadfast 
confidence under bereavement and loyal efforts to promote thi 
belief they once denied, are bound to testify that psychical r 
search, when it leads to the adoption of the main tenet of 
Spiritualism, can transform the outlook and alter the trend off 
life, not by making faith needless, but by establishing it ons} 
strong foundation of well-attested facts, 


Husk Funp.—Mrs. Etta Duffus, of Penniwells, Elstree, 
Herts, acknowledges with thanks the following contribution 
From a Farmer Friend for one copy of Mr. Husk's song, £3% 

GENERAL Meerine OF THE L.S.A.—We beg to remind 
Members of the Annual Meeting to be held on Thursday, the 
22nd inst., at 4.30 p.m. It will be preceded by a Social Meeting 
at 3.30 at which Associates as well as Members may be present 

Tue LATE Mrs. Crosstry.—We referred last week to thé 
decease of Mrs, Sophia J. Crossley, wife of Mr. Charles] 
Richard Crossley, at 33, Bryanston-square, on the 27th ult 
Mrs. Crossley lived a life of service, concentrating her powon i 
of organisation on objects for the benefit of women and | 
children and more recently on work for soldiers. Sho was | 
chiefly active in connection with the day nursery now in] 
Barrowhill-road, St. John's Wood, a work which she started in] 
conjunction with her sister-in-law thirty-one years ago. She 
also founded the Mothers’ Meeting in Townsend Cottages, St | 
John's Wood, and lent valuable help at the Wesleyan Chapel } 
Barrowhill-road. Mrs. Crossley was a writer of considerablt 
ability and her booklets have run into thousands. Among 
these were “The Company of Heaven" and " The Whitt 
Comrade," 
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London Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 


110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 


TUESDAY, March 27th, at 3 p.m.— 
For Members ONLY. 
Beance for Clairvoyant Descriptions. 
NO admission after 3 o'clock. 


THURSDAY, March 29th, at 5 p.m.— 
Members and Associates Free; Visitors, Is 
Psychic Class ^ a rer Mz. W. J. VANSTONE. 
Lecture on *' Egypt: The Religions." 
FRIDAY, March 30th, at 4 p.m — 


Members and Associates Free; 
Talks with a Spirit Control 


Visitors, 1s. : 
Mes. M. H. Wats. 


Subscription to December 31st, 1917, 
MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES. Half-a-Guinea. 


For further particulars reyarding the work of the Alliance 
apply to the Secretary. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 
Will hold SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 o'clock at 
STEINWAY HALL, LOWER SEYMOUR 

STREET, - 
(Just off Oxford-street, close to Portman Square). 


SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 
MR. ROBERT KING, 
“Occult Training and the Normal Life.” 
April lst—Mr. Horace Leaf, Anniversary Service. 


Admission Free. Collection. Inquirers cordially invited. Doors open 
at6 p.m. No admission after 6.40 p.m. 


CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism). 
The London Academy of Music, 
22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 
ON SUNDAY, MARCH 25ru. 
oe s 00 Mas, FargcrovaH Surra, 
Inspirational Address, 
$ed P n Mars, Farcrovon Surrng. 
Inspirational Address, 
Healing Service after Evening Meeting. 


Morning, 11.15 
Evening, 6.30 


THE LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 


SUNDAY, MARCH 92?brm. 
Attam — - MR. G. PRIOR. 


At 6,30 p.m. x "E ai .. MR. G. R. SYMONS. 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2814, AT 7.30 P.M., 


MR. ROBERT KING. 


WIMBLEDON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 
Through Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 


E SUNDAY NEXT, MARCH 25ru. 
Evening, 6.30, Service MR. J. HAROLD CARPENTER. 


a WEDNESDAY NEXT, MARCH 28rn. 
Evening 7.30, Private Circle... .. For Members Only. 


HEALING.—Wednesdays, 3 to 5, Mr. W. S. Hendry; Sundays, 
— 430 to 5.30, Mr. Boot. No charge. Freewill offerings. 


[Registered as] SATURDAY, Mancu 24, 1917. — [s Newspaper.] 


Price TwoPENCE. 
Per post, 10s. 10d. per annum. 


Sixth Edition Now Ready. 


RAYMOND, OR LIFE AND DEATH. 


With Examples of the Evidence for Survival 
of Memory and Affection after Death. 


By SIR OLIVER LODGE, F.R.S. 


With Eighteen Illustrations. 


This very remarkable book is the record by a distinguished 
father of & brave soldier son. Raymond Lodge was killed 
in Flanders in 1915 ; but Sir Oliver Lodge claims to have 
had communication with him since, and in the hope that 
other bereaved relatives and friends may have their grief 
similarly softened and their loss alleviated, he has consented 
to the publication of this very intimate record of séances. 
It'tells the story of Raymond Lodge’s young life and of 
his death. It then gives full details of the communica- 
tions which his friends received from him in the spirit 
world, and this ia done in order that such a narrative may 
give hope and comfort to mourners. The third part deals 
with Life and Death, of the body and the mind, of 
Christian psychology and of the idea of God. 
Sir Oliver Lodge's book sets the science « 


f psychic 
itely upon a new footing —'* Ties.” 


al research defin- 
A very interesting, and what is more, & very courageous book 
—'' SPECTATOR.” 
Cloth, 403 pages, 11/- net post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTINS LANE, W.C. 


The Reality of Psychic Phenomena, 


Raps, Levitations, &c. 
By W. J. CRAWFORD, D.Sc. 


Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering, th 
Institute, Belfast; Extra Mural Lec 


Queen s 


al 


Technical 


Univer 


ME OF THE CONTENTS,—( 
&c., Phonograph Record of the Ne 
the Table, Levitation over a 
Compression Spring Balance Underr 
Rod Theory for Raps, Miscellaneous 


Cloth, Illustrated, 246 pages, 4s. 11d. post free. 
OFFICE OF " LIGHT," 110, ST. MARTINS LANE, W.C. 


A New Book by 


REV. ARTHUR CHAMBERS 


(Vicar of Brockenhurst, Hants). 


OUR SELF AFTER DEATH 


Can we, in the light of Christ and His Teachings, know 

more on this subject than is commonly expressed in 
Christian Belief? 

Bound in Cloth, 1/9 net post free. 

Covers, 1/2 net post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 


'The 


Paper 


TO OUR READERS. 


The best way to help LIGHT, and to en- 
sure getting your paper regularly, is to give 
your newsagent an order to supply it or keep 
it for you every week, otherwise you will possibly 
be disappointed. Owing to the scarcity and 


cost of paper we are compelled to cut down con- 


siderably the supply of copies for *'chance sales” 
to Newsagents. 


il. 
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Psychic Science and Barbaric 


Legislation. 
By Ellis T. Powell, LL.B., D.Se. 


(FELLOW OF THE ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND OF THE INSTITUTE 
OF JOURNALISTS). 
A Survey of the Statutes and the Leading Legal Decisions 
in regard to Psychic Phenomena and their Investigation. 


29 pages and cover, post free 2id., or 2s. 3d. 
per dozen, post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


KENSINGTON BOOKLETS OF BEAUTIFUL THOUGHTS 
ON LOVE. FROM JEREMY COLLIER. 
ON WOMAN. FROM JEREMY TAYLOR. 
" Here are four beautiful booklets which we would like to 
see in the coat pockets or on the writing table of every one 
of our readers. We would like to see these four booklets well 
thumbed by our readers.” 


From a Review. 
Bound in very pretty two-colour covers, Price 1/4 net the set. 


C. MAURICE DOBSON, Publisher and Bookseller, 
146 Kensington High Street, W. 


“It is beautiful and helpful. . . It 
shows the way of escape from fear and 
the thousand-fold worries and irrita- 
tions which tend to make us wonder if 
life is worth living. It is full of opti- 
mism and joy, and fully justifies the way 
of God with man in all things: showing 
how even evil is meant to help us. Much 
of its message is particularly pertinent to 
the present crisis."—T7Ae Seeker. 

“This book is not merely a striking 
psychic phenomenon, but a really valu- 
able manual for all who are seeking a 
deeper realisation of the spiritual life.” 
— Brotherhood, 

New Edition, 198 pages, paper boards, 
1/2 net. Cloth 2/2 net post free. 


Office of "LIGHT," 110, St. Martin's 
Lane, W.C. 


CHRIST 
IN YOU 


A Book of Devotion 


An ideal book to give 
to those bereaved or 
suffering. 


DR. ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE, 0.M.,D.C.L.,F.R.8., 
Writes : &o., 
Of the more serious books dealing with the ethics and philosophy of 
Spiritualism I will only direct the readers’ attention to two :— 
‘Spirit Teachings,’ by W. Stainton Moses, M.A., and 
*Psychie Philosophy as the Foundation of a Religion 
of Natural Law,’ by V. C. Desertis. 


To such who wish to obtain some den of the higher aspects 
3f Modern Spiritualism I strongly recommend these two works. 


‘SPIRIT TEACHINGS,’ 3/11, post free. 
‘PSYCHIC PHILOSOPHY,’ 3/11, £0zs, 
OFFICE OF “LIGHT,” 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


THE PLACE OF JESUS CHRIST IN SPIRITUALISM. 
By Hichard A. Bush, F.C.S. 


An address to Spiritualists based on the logic of their own facta: 


Post free 24d., or 2s. per dozen, Obtainable from the author, 


Holt, Morden, Surrey. 


{Othe Suggestion,” by Robert McAllan. 
Explains how hypnotic suggestion acts, with evidence showing 
its value in treating moral, mental, physical and nervous disorders, 
as Insomnia, Neurasthenia, &c.; free by post from the author, 
Regent House, Regent-street, London, W. 1, and Croydon. 

the Basic Fact of Religion, 


Spiritualism, 

h Science, and Philosophy, by F. R. Scatcherd ; and Unseen In- 
fluences, by Hanson G. Hey. 22 pages, 24d. post free.—Licut Office, 
110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 


N piritualists when in London should stay at 
Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardens, London, N.W. (2 
minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes Bt. Pancras and King's Cross); 
central for all parts; perfect sanitation, Terms: 4s. Bed and Break- 
fast; no charge for attendance, Full tariff apply to Mrs, Stanley 
Watts, Proprietress, 


Peycho-Therapeutic Society, 26, Red Lion- 
square, London, W.C. Spinal Treatment. Free Magnetic Treat- 
«ment Mondays and Fridays, 2 to 5; Wednesdays, 5 to 8 p.m. Diagnosis 
(small fee), Mondays and Fridays. Lending Library. Lectures, 
Membership invited,—Apply Hon, Secretary. 
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“EAT NO MEAT ON FRIDAYS” 


Says the National Organisation for War Savings, 


| If not on Fridays why op 
Eat | other days. 


et M “PITMAN” 


Mar i] 


— 58 NUT MEATS 


CHEAPER, MORE NUTRITIOUS, GREATER VARIETY, 
NO BONE. NO WASTE. 


From 3)d. per tin. 


NUTO CREAM MEAT 


is the most popular, it being a delicate white meat, guaranteed free 

from preservatives, made from nuts and corn, at the suggestion of 

Dr. George Black, of Torquay, to take the place of Poultry. Can be 
eaten cold or hot. Itis truly the 


Meat for Food Reformers, 


Ask your Stores for them”or assorted "orders of 76 value, carriage 
paid, from the Sole Manufacturers— 


“PITMAN” HEALTH FOOD CO, 


179, Aston Brook Street, Birmingham, 
Full catalogue of Health Foods with Diet Guide and copy of “ Aids to the 
Simpler Diet," post free 2 stamps. 
ing 20 varieties 


Trial orders for Beginners, contain 
'* Pitman " Health Foods, carriage paid, for 5/.. 


LIFE AFTER DEATH. 


(Three Pamphlets) 


AFTER DEATH- WHAT ? 
C. JINAHAJADASA, M.A. 


OUR DEAD—WHERE ARE THEY? 
LADY EMILY LUTYENS. 
(Price 2d. each, I/6 per dozen post free.) 


TO THOSE WHO MOURN. 
C. W. LEADBEATER. 


(Price id. each, 11d. per dozen post free.) 


To be obtained from— 


THE SECRETARY, Publications Committee, 19, Tavistock Squam, 
London, W.C. 1. 


AFTER DEATH. 4 


A New and Enlarged Edition, including Fifteen hitherto 
unpublished 


LETTERS FROM JULIA 
Given by Automatio Writing through W. T. STEAD. 


This book has been as light from beyond the grave to many bereaved 

ersons, bringing hope and consolation to those who would otherwise 

Fava ooutinced to dwell in the shadow of the great darkness of the 
valley of death. 


Contents : New PREFACE sy W. T. SrTEAD—How I Know 
THE DEAD Return—To Her Friend—Crossing the Bar, The 
Surprises of the New Life, On the Blissof Heaven, On Mourn 
ing for the Dead, The Law of Spiritual Growth—To the 
Writer after the Border has been Crossed, Life on the Other 
Side, How to Widen the Chinks, The Use and Abuse of 
Spirit Communications, The Open Door to the Open Secret 
On Losing and Finding of the Soul, Parting Words, On 
Life Here and Hereafter, Last Series 1908 Unfinished 
Julia’s Narratives, Appendix, Notes on the Open Door 
to the Open Secret, Index, The Companions of the Rosary. 


Cloth, xxxvl. & 164 pages. Price 2/10 net, post free. 
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i (J"e Boards and Crystals.” Our stock is ex- 
hausted, and we shall not be able to supply either until after 
the war, 


“ Lignt! Morr Lromr !”— Goethe. 
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NOTES BY THE WAY. 
To meet the loss of income occasioned by the 'discon- 
tinuance of mediums’ advertisements, a fund has been 
started to which readers interested in the 
[igar are asked to contribute. Several friends 
proposed the raising of the price of Licur, a course which 
weare anxious to avoid; but we would suggest to these 
thata small donation equivalent to the difference of a 
penny or twopence in the weekly cost of Licur for a year 
would be a welcome contribution. It is a painful task to 
appeal for funds, especially at a time like the present, but 
Necessity, although it knows no law, is no stranger to 
“special pleading.” ‘This, at any rate, is a special plea, 
urged with reluctance, almost with the blushes that may 
possibly mantle the countenance of conscious merit. We 
recall the story of a Highland piper who, in sending in his 
bill for his musical services to a former Duchess of 
Buccleuch, accompanied it with a note to the effect that her 
Grace’s forgiveness for the liberty taken in doing so would 
be sufficient payment for her humble piper! We hope at 
least to be pardoned, and are anxious that the voluntary 
tax suggested shall be in every sense a light one, being, 
whether large or small, nicely proportioned to the circum- 
stances of the giver. Donations will be acknowledged in 
these columns unless a request to the contrary is received. 
Tt is, perhaps, needless to point out that the sacrifice of 
income referred to comes on top of a heavy increase in the 
cost of producing this journal. 


welfare of 
have 


* * * * 


Quite apart from its uses as a weapon in the agitation 
‘gainst laws as cruel and clumsy as they are antiquated, 
Dr, Powell’s pamphlet, “ Psychic Science and Barbaric 
Legislation,” is notable for the beauty and aptness of some 
f the quotations with which, as a man of wide literary 
terests, he has enriched it. We have on the title page 
e touching “ Apology " of Socrates to his judges when he 
bed how " something divine and supernatural" came 
m something " which the prosecutor mentioned in a 
of mockery in his indictment.” It sounds exactly 
plea as Socrates might have uttered to-day if, 
d by police spies, he were haled before a London 
magistr ite ns a rogue and vagabond, claiming to be inspired 
] from the unseen ("Spookery !"). Amongst the 
f tations we have an effective extract from Mr. 

ertis’ " Peychic Philosophy,” which is rapidly 
ng a classic in the literature of Spiritualism. It is 
which opens with the words :— 


| never been in any country a new proclamation of 
ith or principle but it has been derided as puerile, 


iss 
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subversive, contrary to religion, ridiculous, blasphemous and 
absurd. 

jut, of course, for the campaigner of practical mind the 
main interest of the pamphlet will lie in its review and 
analysis of the offending laws and the consummate skill 
Nothing more 
Dr. Powell 


has earned the gratitude of all of us, as a man who, having 


with which their absurdities are exposed. 


valuable in its way has ever been produced. 


many distinguished gifts, has placed them freely at the 
service of a new truth in its time of ordeal and shadow. 


* * * * 


A learned friend lately confessed his surprise to hear 
that Socrates occasionally delivered his discourses in a state 
of trance. We referred him to Plato's beautiful " Phiedrus.” 
In that dialogue Socrates commences a discourse by calling 
upon the Muses to inspire him, and at its close remarks, 

3y the way, my dear Phedrus, do I appear to you as I do 
to myself, to have been speaking under some influence 
divine?" And then this conversation follows :— 

Puaprvs: There certainly can be no doubt, Socrates, that 
an unusual kind of flueney has come upon you. 

Socrates: Hearken, then, in silence to my words, for in 
very truth the place where we are sitting seems holy ground. 
So that if haply in the course of my oration I become entranced 
by the spirits of the spot you must not marvel thereat. 


A little later in the conversation the sage desires his 
companion to listen to the remainder of his discourse, saying 
that this time he may escape the trance. It is in the Phedrus, 
by the way, that Socrates is described as demonstrating by 
reason the nature of the soul. ~“ Every soul,” said he, ^ is 
immortal—for whatever is in perpetual motion is immortal." 
The passages which follow are of the fine flower of philo- 
sayings the truth of which is apprehended instantly 
We do not forget that the dialogues 
The main point is that utterances 


sophy 
by the intuitions, 
were written by Plato. 
in trance are clearly recognised. 


Lj * Li * 


The sharp and searching wind—to many it will have 


seemed more like a tornado—which has lately blown all 
through the province of psychical inquiry and practice has 
no doubt its appointed task. Before our subject could be 
lifted to a higher level, it was necessary to submit it to a 
severe ordeal, so that the elements which had no virtue in 
them should be finally purged away. 
challenge to slipshod methods, to intellectual and spiritual 
flabbiness, to over-confidence, fo the hocus-pocus of the 


adventurer, and to the forces of misdirection generally. 


It was a severe 


The bullying insolence, the unscrupulous and blind force 
employed by the instruments chosen for the work will 
have their day in turn. In their case Nemesis will not 
take so much the form of threshing and winnowing as of 
breaking and crushing. The punishments of amiable 
stupidity and the parasitism which ‘preys upon it are 
always smaller than those reserved for wilful malice and 
brutish malignity. The lessons for Spiritualists are in the 
main sufficiently clear: greater cohesion, concentration on 


Wh 


Lal ( 


eentealt truth to thee n higher 
tandard of 


Method and organi 


ow elusion of all aide immu 


ennons of p yohia ovi 
ully 
and the dignified ¢ 


ellieieney nnd. ravarai 


tion 


dono ition nri needed. in 


Hut 


ilireetion. of 


the 


periment 


aition of nani thora are napoot of 


the religious, for example — in which devotion, nepiration 


, and hero the 


nnd meditation play their part introduetion 


of eommorelalism and the busin pirit only londa to eon 
Fusion and disaster These elements will never mi 
PAYCHIC MCIENCK AND THE AMERICAN PRENN, 


In. ite lauo for February (the Inet whioh has reached us at 
the time of writing) " Carront Opinion " (New York), one of 
the leading Ameriean monthly journala, containg several 


articles and Ülustrations of especial interest 
, Life 


Haymond 


In a review of " Raymond; oi and Death,” whioh ia 


accompanied by a portrait of Lodge, “ Current 


Opinion " remark on the doop impression whioh the book has 


made on the British: publie, quoting Laon, the " Spectator 


and other journals, and endoraing the opinion expressed in 
that 


" 
eloquent of the change that has come over the educated 


(hose columna to the effeot the reviews of the work are 
epinion of the country,” 

"Mha Insubatantiality of the Mody aa an Evidence of Im 
mortality " avtiole worthy It dn n 
eommentary on a statement by the Rev, Dr, Hixby, an Amori 
van divine, to. the effeot that the monlatio theory of life and 
‘loath ia baling markedly undermined by seientiflo investigation. 
Dy, Hixhy makea partioular roferoneo to " the discontinuity of 
matter in the human body," ‘The facta to whieh Dr, Bixby 
Allien are now quite familiar to aetentinta — de, that the 
molecule la simply a group of atoms united by elesteloal or 


la another of attention, 


ether energies, the atoma in turn. belng oompoaod of atill 
amallar partioloa —the electrons or units of alaotrioity, Ho quotes 
amongst the views of other great: physiolata the opinion of Nir 
Oliver Lodge that even in anoh an exeeodingly solid atom as that 
of load or gold the apace within the atom whieh ia not occupied 


hy material particles ia more than a million tines greater 


than the oublo apaee occupied hy material aubatanoe, In the 
light of those and other aclentille facte; Dr, Bixby Anda the 
materialiatio view of death uttorly untenable After olting 


Haeokel with hia three great eternal " realitiea vie, matter, 
ether and foroa, and Grant Allen, with hia theory of material 
forosa haing perpetually radiated off and transferred to intei 
of tho 


stellar and inter-atemie ether, De, Hixhby aaka, apup 


question of human survival 


ia it not entirely probable, then, that in aeoordanoe with 
svlontifio lawa and natural processes such a payehio otherio 
Organi might both survive and build up for itself a now 
phyaloal body, and might botako self. to aome other environ 
ment where a fuller development and happier exirtenee might 
be ita doatiny | 


We might anawor the question cheerfully in the atlirmative 
Mt 
thing nearly. two thousand years ago, only in a 
Ile told na that Ad there 
Lt takoa n lon the 
truth whieh are apprehended instantly by the higher faculty of 


Haul, who was not a scientist, but only à aoar, sad the same 


“Tew other 
wate” there ia a natural body 
jaw spiritual buy time to reach by Jugi 
vision 

"Current Opinion 
"Phe Bhaprisoned Cheat," by hat dietinguiahod Pro-Raphaelite 
Artist, the late Mi, William R, Turton, whose. ceeease waa ro 
verded in Linne inat year Mr, Barton fathor of 
Mine Violet Burton, the well-known. speaker, and a reproduc 
Mon of the painting, presented hy her, te on exhibition in the 
mama af thea London Bplitualiat Allianee 

M may be added: that 
Upon ™ eoantalned a porteatt af Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and 


adno repreduoos the remarkable pieturo, 


waa the 


the January leave of “Current 
in artiole dealing with the in pertant preneuneement made hy 
hlin in those valumna in November last 


mada the youd af the elvilleed warki and haa Memed the 


a statement whieh has 


thena of innumerable artiolos and notita 
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THE LATE LADY STAPLEY, 


Tit ALLmaony OI Pitt Iven 
A correspondent writ 
Lady Htaploy, who passed away on March 7th, was not 
widely known by many ontaide her own eirele of friends, but 
hor genial, loving influences on those who were privilogod to 


to hav 


aweotoning and up 


come into tench and will continui 


with hor has had, 
through them a far-reaching, humnnisin 
lifting effect 


Mor way of living waa wo divinely human that anyone 
knowing her became aware of the prosence of somothing 
oxcoptionally raro in the common everyday oxporionoos of 
life 

It ia the simple manifestations of lifo in Naturo that 
symbolise the most, precious exporioneon of the Divine, To 
many of hor intimate frienda hor aymbola wore tho troo that 


hado to tho we 


ipronda ita branohos, giving wy traveller, and 
n hon gathering her ehiekena under hor wingi It might bo 
mid that no fluttering heart wae with hor long before sho 


divined ita trouble, and enfolded it in warmth and security, 
no that ib folt the throb of her loving 
hor doop intuitional sympathy 

Lady Btapley waa beat known beyond hor immediate olrolo 
hy two little booka entitlod " What came to mo in tho Bilonco," 
Tho frat of these was published in 1809, and tho second in 
1909, One of the allogorlon—tho “ River of Donth "—in tho 
second. book, ia an apt desoription of hor own attitude towards 
(loath and the life beyond, while the " dwollor in the houso 
that food the rivor " might well stand for hor own portrait, 

Ih wan the pronpoot from that room beyond " that enchanted 
hor moat, and whieh sho loved to contomplate, Into that room 
but comparatively fow caved to entor 

It in in the “voutibule, filled with all kinda of lovely things," 
Whore mont frends congregate, that the ploasant oxchange of 
friendly fooling finda expression and the things of timo and 
tonno Form the alleabsorbing theme, 

A vory provalont idea ia that concern about apivitual things 
has a tendonoy to unfit one for the practical part of lifo and 
for the proper discharge of family and aooinl dutios, Tn hor 
experience, however, thia waa nob ao, but home and social life 


hoart and found roat in 


wore enlivened and entered into more fully through hor roalisa: 
tion of the more abundant life beyond with those who have 
ione before into the eternal Reality 


Wo reproduce here the allegory by Lady Stapley, rofornod 
to above, entitled 


THE RIVER OF DEATH 


I lay me down in à certain place (as John Bunyan has it) 
and foll asloop, and in my dveam L found. myself on an island 
covered with vordure. and moat lovely in some parta, but in 
othera Dare and There many dwellings 
acalttered here and there among the trees, and to each was a 
Tho 


water appeared to be either a wide river or lake, aa I could soo 


desolate, wore 


long strip of gardon that went down to the wator's odgo 


a faint outline of mountains on the horizon 

The houses, abranga to say, had all boon built with thoir 
baoka to the viver and what lay beyond it Most. of the 
windows that looked that way had shuttora that apponred as 
though they had never been opened 

An I passed in front of the houses I that they had 
seareoly any outlook exoept to the publie road, whieh was hot, 


AW 


lusty, and commonplace to a degree 

A man, standing at the door of oor 
eoualy invited me to enter, and as I did ao E remarked, “ How 
ateange it la that your windows 


one of the houses, 
do not face the lovely proapoot, 
but only look into the atreet 

The man replied, “ We do not oall 


no river, 


| lovely | 


wospeet 


and we only wish there were and that we did not live 


on an alan! 


la there no narpewer that wild bridge 
| waked 

That we dare not do,’ 
the land that lea on the other 


there in 


part you ovel 


he replied “we know nothing of 
all we 
anoh à place until we have to ga 


ido, nor do we wish to; 
donire ia to forget 
thore 

‘Are you compelled to go there P“ 1 
t Don't vou Want to eee the eountey that 
own ? 

"Why place ave fairly 
happy in it Wwe eat and drink and enjoy 
the few. pleasures that come to us, and we let the future take 
oare of iteelf 

“Tut are there no boata you could go across in and = 
what it ia like P“ asked 

" Moata! " the man said, with a little shudder, 


uid with aurpris 


lio» ao near your 


should. we We know this ind 


our life i» auited to wa 


bail 
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boata to cross that river ! No, no, you do not 
are talking about!" 

“Tas no boat ever crossed to you from that other shore 

"Yos" the man said, “that is the worst of it, 
provent the boat coming here; we would if we could 

At this I was more puzzled than ever, and I| said to him, 
"Who comes in the boat Surely the one who brings it knows 
about the place he comes from *? " 

"No doubt," he answered, " only, you see 
look at him, much less speak to him." 

“Has no one spoken with him 

“Woll, those who go with him may; but they cannot come 
back to toll us, so we know nothing of what happens when they 
enter the boat, But don't let us talk of it," continued the man 
hastily, “ for to-day my neighbour, who has lived next door to 
mo for fifty yours, has been summoned, and I know not but 
that accursed boat may be even now waiting for him, Oh, we 
could be fairly happy but for that. Why, look you, I have 
mon a lovely girl of mine taken, and she hated to leave all her 
happy life behind her to go to some dull, dismal place, never to 
come back to those who loved her. Ah," ho cried, “it is 
flondish! Why have we been mado to live at all ? " 

And I, touched by the man's misery, could do nothing but 
move silently away, wondering much at what he had told me. 
Aw T walked sorrowfully up tho street I saw at the end of it a 
bright, sunny-looking house which, unlike all the others, was 
built with its front facing the river, Flowers grew in rich 
abundance round it, and birds were singing among the shrubs 
nnd troos that grew near. T was struck by the bright, cheerful 
look of the place, and as I drew near a woman came up the 
garden, softly singing to horself as she came, and in her hand 
was & bunch of roses, On seeing me she ran up quickly, saying, 

Do come in and rost; you look so tired ! " 

As T passed in at the open gate she put her roses up to my 
fuco and said; “Aro they not heavenly sweet ?" And as the 
scent of the flowers came to mo, and with it the sweetness of 
hor friendly voico, all my sadness seemed to vanish like a mist 
boforo tho rising run, 

Taking mo through the hall into a room beyond, she led me 
to a window-sont which looked out on the garden that stretched 
far down to tho river, 

“Ah,” T cried, “you don’t mind the river being there, or 
try to shut it out!” 

“My doar child, why should I?" sho said. ^" That way all 
my best beloved have gone, and when I hear, as I often do, 
the plash of tho oars as tho boat is passing, my heart almost 
loapa within mo as I think, porchance, it may be coming for 

. mo” 

“But,” T said, “ you cannot come back, and you don't know 
Whore you aro going.” 

*Gome back!” she cried, "but did any ever dream of 
Wishing to como back when once they reach that other shore ? 
And,” sho continued, softly smiling, "I know enough about 
tho place whore I am going often to wish myself there,” 

“Haven't you been happy here ? " I asked. 

! Yos, vory, vary happy,” she replied, “and just because I 
have, T fool so sure I shall bo still happy; no place ean change 
the condition of ono's mind, you see,” 

Lad, “If the people would only try to seo the one who 
comes for them thoy might not bo so much afraid.” 

Atthis a lovely light camo into her eyes, and she gave a 
Mio sigh, " We are so foolish," sho said ; "I have lived for 
many years in ono of the houses you passed, and 1 hated tho 
vory thought of the river and all that itmeant, ‘The only thing 
that helpod mo was the knowledge that all had to take this 
d sooner or later, As one after anothor of my loved ones 
oit mo, E groatly longed to know how it fared with them, and 
Would often go on a cloar day and gaze and gaze across the river, 
wondering if thoy, perehanee, might be looking back at the 
Place thoy had loft, After a time someone very doar to me was 
Summoned, who greatly feared to go. T did not speak the 
thought that arose in my mind, but l1 wondered if 1, too, 
might gv with my beloved, So when he went to tho water's 
edge and stepped into tho boat, T orod to the shrouded figure 
in the bow, * Ah, do not separato us, but lot me go with him!’ 
THO figure turned, and, with uplifted hand, forbade me; but 1 
SAW wnderneath the dark garment that he wore a robe of 
Maxaling whiteness, and his face was as the face of an angel, 
Since then E came to live where L could shut out, sometimes, 
the dull sordid stroot, and forget we live on an island altogether, 
And do you know,” she continued, " on a very still, quiet night 
T Gan often hear far-off voices of glad and happy people, and 
#woot strains of musio are wafted across, and tho river seems 
all blotted out, and there is nothing between me and that land 

Mat fair meadows, earpeted with flowers, and there the dear 
friends come and moot mo and together we hold sweet converse," 
us Rat,” T said, " does this not unfit you for this place and 
“make you less happy in it ?" 


know what you 


we can’t 


, we don't care to 
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“There is no fear of that," she answered, “ I love the people 
here too well." 

Then I rose up and she led me into the hall, which was very 
spacious and filled with all kinds of lovely things. As I looked 
round, she said: "I have made this as pleasant as I could, 
because very few of my friends come any farther than here," 

" How strange!" L cried. “ Do they not go into the rooms 
that you live in ?" 

" Oh, no,” she replied; “ why, some do not even know there 
is any room but the hall, and others would not care to go into 
any place that had its windows facing the river.” 

As sho said this, and with the sound of her friendly voice 
yet ringing in my ears, I awoke, 


PHYSICAL 


PHENOMENA AND 
ETHER. 


A QukgsTION FOR NIR OLIVER LODGE, 


THE 


By F. C. CONSTABLE, M.A. 


It is stated by Sir Oliver Lodge : 


But it will be remembered that Dr. Crawford finds that if à 
scale-pan below the table is at a height of about a foot, then 
there is a considerable downward pressure on it 
more than the weight of the table. 
pressure on the floor, 


considerably 
In that case there must be 


I venture—trembling at my audacity—to ask if this be 
necessarily true ? 

To argue, we must accept fully Dr. Crawford's observations, 
and from them it follows directly that the force levitating the 
table is not the result of matter pressing on matter. When, 
for instance, the scale-pan is below the table, the table is not 
levitated by matter (a material spring ?) between the table and 
scale-pan, in which case action and reaction would follow a 
known law; but the table is levitated by something which is 
not matter as at present known to us. 

May not the reaction on the scale-pan be the result of the 
scale-pan being within the area of the force (?) moving the 
table? And, if so, that part of the scale-pan not within the 
area would be unaffected by reaction, and so the floor remains 
unaffected. A new experiment by Dr. Crawford would easily 
determine the fact of whether there is or is not reaction on the 
floor. 

What I write hereafter would come better from Sir Oliver 
himself; but I think what I state is scientifically correct. 

By far the greater part of the table itself exists not in matter, 
but in etheric form. The etheric form of the table is determined 
by the motion of a comparatively few entities confined to move- 
ment within the etheric form of the table, and the (material ?) 
resistance of the table as a table is a function of the movements 
of the said entities 

It follows, directly, that the greater part (the etherie part) 
of the table is open to the effect of forces unknown to us, so 
that inc ly the table which to us appears a continuity of 
matter may be affected in a way which th 


t 


laws of Nature, so 


fi $ n , do not explain. 


Sir Oliver Lodge, to whom the above communication was 
shown, writes 
My comments on Dr. Crawford's experiments proceeded on 


the assumption, on whieh I understand he also was working, 
that the ordinary laws of mee 


es applied; just as they 
apply, so far as is known, to the sometimes pu ling action ot 


live things in general. 


My friend Mr, Constable postulates the poss 


lity of modi 


fied or extended laws of motion, and it*may be that facts will 
be discovered which drive us to th à but I expect 
that both Dr. Crawford and I will wait to be driven in tł 


interesting but hypothetical direction. I hope to see the 


brought into the scheme of Mechanics some day; but the 
much to be done first. 


OLIVER 


Lopes. 


Tus “Times” of the contains a 
article, “ Before Caiaphas. Closed Mind," to v 
hope to make a further reference next week 
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SOME 


EXPLANATIONS AND A MORAL. 


Much of the criticism which is offered by readers 


regarding the conduct and policy of LicHr—criticism 


which, it is pleasant to observe, is nearly always friendly in 
tone—relates to things of minor importance that have 


already been taken id 


But now and again 


a point emerges which seems to call for a clear explanatio: 


1211411011 
and reply. 
We find that 


some 


readers of late have been exercised 


by the appearance in Licur of notices of, and not unfriendiy 


comments 


have somehow fal 


epe 
whieh 


ut of the main track of pl 


] scientific Spiritualism. 
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true, We can speak from painful experience in the same 


direction. Yet these contradictory statements related & 


physical faets in the physical world, and not to the supe 
physieal regions which we are 


only just beginning t 


explore. Is it necessary to say more ? 
We stated recently that the solution of the problem 
a life after death was 


now a ni proposition. Ther 


why, we are asked, do we make so much of the question of 


What have these thing 


A great deal, a very gre 


morals—conduct and right living ? 
to do with scientific inquiry ? 
deal. Go into a munitions factory or a laboratory in whi 

dangerous chemicals are being handled, and see how strictly 


the factor of conduct is insisted upon. The safety of tho 


concerned depends on the strict observance of rules, a 
those 


We might take another illustration—pa 


the honour and conscience of who are asked 
observe them. 
haps 2: better one, since a question of life material comes in 
we mean the science of training wild beasts. ‘The man whe 
goes fearlessly into the lions’ den will tell you how ne 

sary it is that he shall live a clean life. By 


instinct the 


some st 


wild beasts know when their trainers ham 


descended to vicious courses. They scent the weakening 
will and moral fibre which follows, and are qu 
advantage of it 


The man's ascendancy suffe 


persists in his evil course he inevitably falls 


to the vigilant savagery which he has 


Do not tell us that Science or Art have 


to-day to 


“THE REALITY OF PSYCHIC PHENOMENA.” 
A TESTIMONY OF PERSONAL EXPERIENCE. 


By Sig Wirrtaw F. Barrerr, F.R.S. 
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fallen from the concussion. Other extraordinary physic al 
phenomena occurred which I have described in my book, " On 
the Threshold of the Unseen,” which Messrs. Kegan Paul, 
Trench & Co, hope to issue this month, and the publication of 
which has been delayed by the shortage of printers 

Unfortunately, though Dr. Crawford had made 
arrangements for me to test his weighing experiments at a sub 
sequent sitting, I was unable to verify his results, as a message 
was rapped out that the medium was unwell that evening, 
which, in fact, turned out to be the case. 

In conclusion, I may add that [ was much impressed with 
the sincerity and good faith of Miss Goligher and her family, 
and their readiness to comply with any suggestion I made. 
Hearty thanks are due to Dr. Crawford for the courage he has 
shown in publishing the results under his own name. 


elaborate 


THE LATE W. COLVILLE. 


A PUZZLE TO PROFESSOR BLACKIE, 
By E. BATES. 


Tam delighted to read Mr. Stanley Gordon's tribute to W. 
J. Colville in Licur of the 3rd inst. Mr. Colville’s friends in 
America, in the Colonies and in the United Kingdom must be 
mmberless, for I should imagine no more kindly soul as well 
as capable seer ever lived. 

Ifirst heard Mr. Colville recite an impromptu poem in a 
durch in New York in 1886. Several subjects were su e sted 
to him by the congregation, most of them ethical; the | 
named, however, was “The Floral Tribute to General Grant," 
sd I was much struck by the ingenious way in which this was 
miewoven with one of the ethical subjects. It appeared a 
hopeless task when he began, but it was achieved quite naturally. 
[heard many lectures from him later, both in the rooms of the 
Dodon Spiritualist Alliance and in those of the “Higher 
Thought Centre" when it was located in Cheniston Gardens. 
His serene and placid temperament always attracted me greatly. 
He seemed incapable of a hasty judgment or a bitter word 
thout his fellow creatures—a great asset in his life's 
well asa most enviable possession for himself. We must all 
Saruggle against les defauts de nos qualités, as the French put it 
s happily, and perhaps those more energetic and pea so 
Who are sometimes tempted to call down upon their adversarie 
tie fire which does not always descend from Heaven, can best 
agmectate the role of the true pacifist. Readers may be 
terested to hear what the famous Professor Blackie said about 
W Colville when my dear old friend Mrs. Wiseman brought 
km under the Professors notice as a boy of 
a fifteen years old. (Mrs. Wiseman will be remembered 
by mme of the “Old Brigade” as a most courageous and 
ll Spiritualist of many 
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last 
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fourteen 


years’ standing.) Professor 
Bücke was one of her many interesting friends, but 
ix no sympathy with her psychical views and was full; 
peyared to explain away everything on natural grounds— 
i, trickery on one side and delusion on the other. After 
mag and experimenting with young Colville, however, 
ie bed the honesty to say to his hostess, “Everything 
ppm bare shown me or told me about I can explain— 
me tung I must confess the only thing that bafi e 
mi that I can't explain is that boy.” Mr. Gordon's testi 
"miemce to Mr. Colville’s abnormal knowledge of Church 
iSi, &c_ throws ligkt upon Professor Blackie's words. 

T [mosd fain place my small pebble on the cairn that must 
Tie tamed in the bearts of all who knew him—the pioneer who 
mekadi with such zeal and courage during his whole life in a 
mue sich was far less tolerated forty years ago than it is 
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THE HERMETIC SOCIETY AND ITS 
FOUNDERS, 
Some Reminiscences AND. REFLECTIO 
The perusal of Mr. Samuel Hopgood Hart's newly ed v 
“The Credo of Christendom” (noticed recently ir 177 
the Way”), has stirred in the mind of Madame Isabelle 


ollections of the 


founders, and reflections on their teachings. She 
The 
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It should be recalled that there was then a 
among persons more or less disciples of An 
E« lward Maitland or muci I 1 in their tea > 
effect that they stated that the world would come to ar 
in 1881. 

Here I may mention that as my book notes, diaries, and 
MSS. up to that period were with all my effects (I was 
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surviving soul, and in due time he has to redeem this soul or 
he never returns to his original and immortal condition, the 
true man, 

Now, how to accomplish this true destiny of mankind is 
the doctrine taught in the Hermetic school. Later on came 
the more modern thinkers of the Evangelical school,who, despite 
their view of the vicarious sacrifice and their misconstruc- 
tion of the true teachings regarding the blood of Christ, yet 
in a rough and raw fashion revived the old truth that 
man must be born again. What /eing born again or being 
regenerated means, briefly, is comprised in the fact that man is 
gifted with the potentiality of such God-like wisdom that he 
can arrive, even in this world,at such a condition of angelic 
wisdom that he can in the extremity of his contrition see God 
and yet live. * 

The doctrine of reincarnation so earnestly taught by 

Edward Maitland and Anna Kingsford may doubtless again be 
accepted by the Catholic Church. "There seems no absolute 
certainty that it was ever denounced by any Æcumenical 
Council, but rather that it was one that gradually slipped out 
of publie teaching. May it not be that when the great Master 
Teacher so often and with such authority reiterated the warn- 
ing that “ now is the time," there were among the various con- 
flicting sects, views, teachings, many frivolous people who put 
off the day of reckoning, and who did not redeem the time nor 
pay heed to the Apostles' stern direction to put off the " old 
man." May it not be that between the various views the growing 
Church itself did not specially carefully endorse the doctrine 
of reincarnation and people were left to act as they each felt 
able? There must have been a great clashing of views and 
doctrines as the growing Christian Church fought out their 
claims to a world-wide religion. I say fought out, for under 
no circumstances can Christianity be called a religion of peace. 
It points, however, the only road to peace. Plainly the whole 
and real value of Christianity is the fact that it emphasises the 
inner or spiritual road to that regeneration which is necessary 
to every child of man in a personal, not a general sense only. 

All religions, in the main, teach the same truth, and 
various means and ways to arrive at this end have been pro- 
mulgated by the other great world-teachers. While as human 
beings we must respect them all, it is impossible for us as 
Christians to really follow to their appointed end other 
than our respective birth religions, Though a Christian may 
think he has a full and complete understanding of, let 
us say, Buddhism, and a Buddhist may think the same 
regarding Christianity, I do not believe it. There is an inner 
rift which transposes ideas equally to both, and neither of 
them ever passes it in this state of life. This is a mystery, and 
has reference to that plane of mystery—the astral world; 
therefore as a mystery I leave it and return to our “ noble 
souls," as Jacob Bóehme was kind enough to call his appre- 
ciative readers. Still more am I inclined to call “ noble souls” 
those who inhabited the bodies called Edward Maitland and 
Anna Kingsford. 

I may incidentally mention that I possess an old fourteenth 
or fifteenth century book called “The Doctrine of Pre-exist- 
ence," written in a scholarly and careful fashion, addressed to 
orthodox readers, in which the writer, the " Dean of Down," 
claims that this doctrine was never prohibited in the early 
centuries, but merely overlooked. 

There is one point I must frankly touch upon, and that is 
this: Many readers seem to think that Edward Maitland and 
Anna Kingsford, in their anxiety to clarify the true Christ doc- 
trine from its seeming idolatry in its worship of the man 
god Jesus of Nazareth, have somewhat mystified their own 
doctrine, so that the figures of Jesus and the Holy Family 
become in their teaching practically myths only. 1 do not 
think this. What I do consider is this, that Anna Kingsford 
and Edward Maitland did not suflieiently explain that it 
was not the outer lives of these people that mattered to the 
world, and that minute historical accuracy did not, could not, 
and need not exist, for what really was requisite was the right 
understanding of the arch or spiritual symbolism that these 
epochal people held implicit in their outward lives, 

I remember but few of the Hermetic gatherings. They 
were held in various places, chiefly in the rooms of the Royal 
Asiatic Society, Albemarle-street, W. There I first met those 
great Kabalists, Mr. McGregor Mathers and Dr. Wynn 
Westcott. 

I recollect one very hot June afternoon a very learned 
paper being read by the former, The atmosphere was oppressive 
and overpowering in the great dark room walled with huge 
books; I was tired and exhausted with a long day's work in 
my studio, and it was about five o'clock. I shall not easily 
forget the confused vision of heads I had, combined with the 
encircling row of white busts of the great Oriental scholars 
they figured—Mr. Mathers’ dark, ascetic, stern features; Anna 
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Kingsford's fatigued and lovely face, with the slight droy 
floating even over Aer features; Edward Maitland's b 
gaze as he looked across. us all to the scene he was mer 
picturing—all the faces merged in one, for my drowsiness, 
no flitting sensation ; it held me bound, and I confess | 
remember nothing of what was a most profound and rg 
able discourse, but only the fact of my awaking at its do, 

But Edward Maitland and Anna Kingsford had no» 
Anna Kingsford laughed, and said something j 
Hebrew not being a general language. Both those Kaly 
and scholars much appreciated Anna Kingsford’s Kab 
attainments; at that period the name Kabala yy 
Abracadabra to me! 

I have had in after years many opportunities of dis 
“The Perfect Way” and other writings with my great f 
that remarkable classical scholar, Mrs. Atwood (referred y 
pp. 46 et seg.) and her appreciation of the rare ability, 
classical excellence of these books greatly delighted me 
fortunately when such rare people all live at the same 
more or less, and under such varying circumstances andj 
there are so many cross-currents at work that it is a 
impossible at the time to realise the importance andy 
of each. 

I feel very sure that Mr. Hart’s devotion to thes 
ings will bring the reward it deserves. In these day 
eagerly and anxiously Church and laity are searching for $ 
and for some standard of authority which will clearly 
claim that Christianity is alive and in full fighting order} 
I feel sure, will-be clear to any and every honest sa 
studies what truly should be, and is, the Credo of Christa 
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ANGELS. 


THINGS FROM THE ‘WISE AND PRUDENÜ 


By “ Joy.” 
(Continued from page 35.) 


Among my greatest privileges has been that of re 
instruction from an angel whom I call “ The Mentor,” 
the record of my psychic experiences to which I have ré 
I will quote some things he has said to me :— 


The souls of many are calling for more light—light ta 
them to God, the great All Father. And there beforet 
they could only see it, shines the light they need, thi 
light by which their souls can find peace, the light of! 
love as revealed to them in Christ, the loving Saviour wh 
spoken to them in such tender accents, '* Come unto me 
will give you rest,” 

To all who earnestly seek to know God and to opem 
hearts to Him, He sends His holy angels, to minister to 
to give them spiritual guidance and comfort that the 
realise they are truly God's children and precious in Hii 

There are angels, hosts of angels, eager, anxious, yell 
longing to minister to mankind, to persuade them to opd 
windows of their souls to the light— God's light—whidil 
with it that peace of mind that passeth all understanding 
because most of them dwell in spiritual darkness and ¥ 
false gods—the gods of selfish gain, of earthly fame or ™ 
pleasures—or are so depressed by poverty and miser 
do not even realise they have souls, the angels cannot mf 
to them as they so fervently wish to do, 

Few among the many millions of mankind know uf 
of the angels or their ministry on earth. The great maj 
their spiritual teachers are equally ignorant. They belio 
the angels remain always in heaven enjoying bliss unsj 
themselves, but heedless and forgetful of struggling, s 
mankind on earth whose souls are starving. r 

As we rise higher in the heavenly spheres, we gain a 
broader knowledge of God's love. To the extent W 
realise it do we ourselves reflect, though feebly, it seems! 
God's attributes. And as God's love for His children o 
is no less than His love for His children in tho Hë 
spheres, how could we be what we are and not love then 

Even as your heart, sister, is moved to compassion by 
one on earth who is starving, and you gladly give 
your means that he may obtain food, so are we, toa 
extent, filled with compassionate yearning to feed tlie 8f 
souls of God's many millions—to bring to them the wo 
gift of God's love, " j 

The love of God is not a mere abstraction, it i 
thing real; it is the most potent force in the world, Wi 
the soul of man what the sun is to the earth on wy 
dwells. Deprived of the life-giving heat and light " 
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wn the earth will yield man nothing that will satisfy his 
(physical hunger. He may dig and plough and sow, bnt nothing 
Wwilrpen for him. And the soul that is shut off from the 
[metifying light of Divine love will yield nothing that will 
(tify the needs of the spiritual nature for sustenance, The 
‘pan who ignores God, whose soul is never illumined by the 
glorious light of Divine love, despite the most laborious efforts 
hisown intellect, however gifted he may be, can find no satis- 
factory answer to the deep problems of existence which press 
pon every earnest nature for solution. But as the magnetic 
palle turns to the pole, so does the soul, under the influence 
‘if Divine love, turn to the Heavenly Father and hearken 
nto Him. Then do the doubts and perplexities that assailed 
him when he trusted solely to the guidance of his own reason 
nish, Peace wraps him round. His fears are dispelled. He 
that wisdom far higher than his own is counselling him, 
ud that which he has yearned to know, that which will alone 
ve him peace of mind, is being revealed to him. He realises 
hen that God does indeed exist, and that God is directing his 
tis) To attain that state of mind which renders him 
ible tothe ministry of the angels and brings his soul 
ilo communion with his Maker, man must cease his 
intal struggles. He must acknowledge his own inability 
find that which his soul needs. He must yield himself 
that instinct of prayer which is implanted in all 
e He must pray for help. Be it in words or in a 
longing, it matters not so that it be sincere. Prayer 
eat purger of the soul of those things that keep it 
arkening unto God. By prayer he enters the silence 
jarring discords are stilled. And'there, reverently 
humbly, he should await the answer to his prayer. It 
i not be expected in material and tangible form, nor in 
lible words, but in the thoughts and feelings that are im- 
messed upon him. For it is at such times there is revealed to 
the truth that makes him free—free from fear in all its 
forms—and he partakes of that blessedness which is 
in rest in the Lord. 


Some hymns are still sung in churches and chapels which 

jodaim the faith of the assembled worshippers in the reality 

angel ministry, even in these modern days. It will be a glad 

‘Christendom when those who sing these hymns with 

ervour really believe them, and when those who are 

imaged in spreading the good tidings of the gospel avail them- 
s of the help of the angels. 
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A GENERATION AGO. 


| (From ““Liaur” or Marcu 26TH, 1887.) 


lave received communications from several quarters 
ing on the employment of an antiquated and 
lete Act of Parliament against such persons as “ Neptune," 

ie defence Mr. C. C. Massey [a barrister and well-known 
T on psychical subjects, now deceased] so generously came 
wd. Some correspondents suggest a petition to Parlia- 
t; but that course would not be successful, we fear. These 
of a by-gone age of intolerance must be left to die out 
emselyes under an enlightened and wise growth of. public 
om. Every case in which an obsolete statute is unjustly 
duly pressed is one step towards its abrogation. 


he “Sheffield Daily Telegraph” (March 15th) records a 
case of faith-healing at Lincoln, Richard Green, son of 
Green, of Ripon-street, Lincoln, suffered from an 
of paralysis, and from epileptic fits. He was unable to 
e except by the aid of crutches. He has lately attended 
ing meetings at Nottingham, where he resides, at 54, 
"Meadow-road. “The effect upon him is such as would 
believed, were it not that his friends and those who 
i have ocular demonstration that he has been wonder- 
mysteriously cured. He is full of life and spirit 
about as if nothing had ever been amiss with him.” 
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to publish next week an article by Sir W. 
t extraordinary book, “The Weird Adventures 
ipine,” with some remarks on the author. 
PHOTOGRAPHY.—We have received from Mr. 
Glasgow, a remarkable photograph of him- 
itter taken by magnesium-wire flashlight in 
on the evening of the 26th of January last in 
In the lower 


s a true likeness of his late wife. He adds 

ther portrait like it, as it represents Mrs. 
in the later years ofher life, subsequent 

she had taken, . 
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THE PERFECTION OF THE SOUL. 


A GOLDEN SENTENCE PROM PYTHAGORAS, 


sy Lewis Firth. 


The perfection of the soul will correct the depravity of the 
body, but the strength of the body without reason will not 
make the soul better. —PYTHAGORAS, 

The part played by most movements, social or religious, 
whose objective is either the salvation of the individual or the 
improvement of the race, is not unlike that which medicine 
plays in disease, 7."., to relieve the pain, but it rarely succeeds 
in correeting the eause which produced the disease. 

The recent mission, in the Established Church, of " Repent- 
ance and Hope," is an example of what I mean. The causes 
that have produced an indifference to Christianity are deeply 
rooted in its errors rather than the truths for which it stands. 

It is the clergy—high and low—who need repentance, 
They have, for the most part, failed to interpret and apply the 
teachings of their Master, whose mission was that of a physician 
who did more than relieve, for he healed—" made whole." 

Let the Church perfect its soul, and the depraved body will 
cease to grow the weeds and thistles of make-believe and un- 
righteousness, and religion will become, not a byword, but a 
living stream for thirsty souls, 

After two thousand five hundred years the Pythagorean 
philosophy offers a solution to the evils of the body, of universal 
validity. It is an inversion 
of the present methods of science, education, and social reform. 


It is simple and comprehensive. 
It introduces us to root principles. Instead of tinkering with 
effects, we lay hold of the truth that will make us free, viz., 
that the causes of disease, poverty, depravity and vicious 
environments do not originate in the body but in the soul. 

It is probably true that myth and legend obscure much of 
the noble teachings of Pythagoras, But analogy will help us 
here as elsewhere to comprehend what he taught and knew 
about the soul. Yet I have no hesitation in atlirming that the 
knowledge which we moderns possess of the soul is not one 
whit in advance of that possessed by the seers of all ages. 

The Pythagoreans taught that the soul was one, indivisible 
and perfect, [t was capable of ascending to the plane of a 
God or descending to the level of a beast. The limitation im- 
posed by the physical body tended to hold the soul in bondage. 
'This bondage was manifested to Pythagoras in what he called 
“the depravity of the body." Whilst the soul always remained 
one, it could inhabit successive bodies. 

Perhaps a modern statement of what the term " soul ” im- 
plies will help us to simplify and illumine the truth involved 
in his golden saying. 

The soul is a finer body —the physical form is composed of 
matter drawn from the earth and forming a kind of matrix 
built upon or round the soul, which interpenetrates, or is in 
During earth-life it 
is attached to the physical body by what has repeatedly been 


close contact with, the physical body. 


described as a “silver cord”—the spiritual umbilical cord. 
During sleep and in the hypnotic trance,and when death takes 
place in a natural manner, the soul can be seen hovering over 
the physical body, not unlike a captive balloon, the cord per- 
mitting the soul to function daily on its own plane, whilst re- 
taining mastery over the earthly body. 

And just as the umbilical cord determines the circulation from 
mother to child, so the spiritual umbilicus is the bridge over 
which the life-forces from the soul, and impacts from the bodily 
senses, pass to and fro in determined orbits. Impacts from 
the body give rise to sensations in the soul, the material from 
which perceptions and conceptions are born. 

Again, the soul is the great workshop of the spirit in which 
experiences are worked up into faculty. The memory of an 
act may fade and die but the results determine the kind of 
behaviour we manifest to our fellows. From the experiences 
garnered from our earthly sojourn, the soul is weaving the 
mosaic of eternity. The soul is the preserver of the past, the 
transformer of the present, and the “ will to power” which 
determines mathematically the path we shall travel, the ex- 
periences necessary for our growth; in a sentence, it is the 
master of its own fate, x 
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The soul, then, is not only the “garden of life,” where 
seeds are sown which bloom and ripen in the physical body, 
in acts and habits which degrade or ennoble our character ; but 
further, if action and reaction are equal and opposite, then 
every thought, desire, wish and emotion complete the circuit, 
returning, boomerang-like, to the cause-world from which they 
originated. 

The key to the formation of habits and their cure is one 
of the most illuminating ideas in the whole Pythagorean 
philosophy. It is fundamentally opposed to the explanations 
offered by deterministic psychology, so brilliantly expounded 
by the late Wm. James, the Harvard professor of psychology, 
wherein he states—(‘* Text-Book of Psychology ")—that habit at 
bottom “has a physical basis,” or again, “ the philosophy of 
habit is a chapter in physies rather than in physiology or 
psychology." 

The basis of habit 
Physics may measure its effects, but cannot ex- 
plain them. The key to depravities of the body—degraded 
habits—is to be found in the cause-world of mind within the soul. 

The physical body holds up the mirror in which the soul's 
imperfections are seen in their true perspective. No Acts of 
Parliament will make a sober nation, nor eradicate the vices— 
The body may increase 


lies deeper than matter, however 


attenuated. 


bodily depravities—from its citizens, 
in weight and size in days of prosperity, but the stronger it 
grows the more likely is it to fall a ready prey to those depravi- 
ties of the soul which depend upon the body for their satisfac- 
tion. 

The roots of bodily depravity lie deeper than the cells, 
fibres and organs of the brain; and if man is to be "twice 
born,” or “baptised of the spirit" and “converted” in the 
evangelical sense of renewal, he can only accomplish this feat 
through purification of the soul from depraved desires for 
sensual satisfaction. Thus only can he enter the path and be- 
come the master of his own destiny. 


FROM THE NOTEBOOK OF “M.A. (OXON)." 


A MESSAGE FOR THE Horn. 


Looking through one of the old Notebooks of the Rev. 
William Staintcn Moses (" M.A., Oxon") recently, we came 
upon a message from his inspirers written in February, 1881. 
It is so appropriate to the events of the present time that it 
may be usefully transcribed here:— 


You must not take too seriously the surface differences and 
dissensions. They are inevitable. Our friend Epes {Epes 
Sargent], who saw them in his earth-life and was so distressed 
by them, sees now how little they will affect final issues, This 
strife of undeveloped or half developed minds is inevitable. 
They are attracted to the subject, and become influenced by 
spirits of a like nature with themselves. They will hover on 
the fringe of the movement always and in times of distress 
and unrest will seem to be ruining it. They have no such 
power. Be content. The various parasites who prey on us 
and you, who earn a scanty notoriety by connection with us, 
or gather a precarious livelihood by fraud, are of little account. 
They will make their little commotion and die. But be sure 
of this: every time that Spiritualism is incriminated through 
the frauds or follies of its professors it will gain by the trial. 
It will be seen that these are the counterfeits, that it must 
needs be a divine truth that can outlive such assaults, and 
men’s minds will be drawn to consider the evidences for its 
truth, and these will stand out more clearly and gain added 
weight from the contrast. If exposures avail to wipe ont the 
present methods of dealing with low spirits through public 
mediums they will have wrought a most beneficent work, for 
we need not point ont that every exposure that has disgraced 
the name of Spiritualism has come from the neglect of obvious 
and simple precautions. So long as communion is sought 
in the way and by the people that it is, you must needs expect 
to have the publie movement infested by the undeveloped. 
This phase will eat itself out, and then your wise men will 
begin to say that Spiritualism is dead, Not so. It will then 
begin really to live. 

The above message appears to have reference to those 
fiascos in connection with physical medinmship whieh were 
so distressing to the earnest students of earlier days who had 
acquainted themselves with the reality of genuine phenomena, 
It may be observed that there is little likelihood to-day of 
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any verdict amongst men, wise or otherwise, to the effect thas 
the subject is " dead." We have made a tremendous Advan, 
since 1881, and the truth has taken hold on the minds of thy 
intelligent portion of the publio, 


SCIENCE, PHILOSOPHY, AND THE ABSOLUTE, 
In the preface to the popular edition of his “ Matter, Spiri 

and the Cosmos” (Rider and Son, 1s. net) —a work which 
its original form was reviewed at considerable length in Lion 
for January 8th, 1910, and which has been reprinted witho 
alteration—Mr. H. Stanley Redgrove repeats his former assy 
ance that his object in writing the book was to attempt 
final and complete explanations, “ but to make such sugga 
tions as I think will be found helpful to the reader in workiy 
out his own solutions to the great problems of the Univers 
Personally we think Mr. Redgrove has succeeded and that n 
small part of his success is due to the terseness and clearney 
with which he states his case. We select the following passi 
for quotation because it forms a picturesque break in what i 


mostly calm and passionless argument : 


And now we come to the great question— What is God thf 
Self-existent ? What is True and Absolute Substance ? What] 
is That which requires no explanation for its Being? Matta 
replies Materialism, the eternal atoms— these are our godi 
And we turn to Science and ask, Is this so? And Scieng 
sighs. Ah! me, she says, I, too, used to think that way, tl 
way of Materialism, once, and I used to talk of the indestructi 
bility of matter and the eternal atoms ; but deep down in my 
heart I always found it hard to believe in sixty- or seventy- odi 
gods, and felt that a monistic explanation must be forth 
coming. And once I took an atom in my hand—radium 'ti 
called—and lo and behold! it exploded into a thousand tin] 
fragments—some, tiny units of electricity—and then I kuf 
Materialism to be false. What is matter? you ask; that] 
cannot say for certain, probably the manifestation of electrid 
forces, probably (if we push the analysis a step further): 
singularity in the ether, but the self-existent— certainly not) 
And we turn to Philosophy and put the same query, Dow] 
Materialism speak that which is true? And Philosophy, being 
in a sceptical mood, laughs. Matter, she says, what is matta 
—what is it but a symbol I create in my mind? I touch, | 
taste, I see—what? I am conscious, that is the fact I Anm, 
and I call the varying modes by which I am conscious by 
different names; some modes of consciousness, those I call by 
such names as "seeing," "tasting," “touching,” I have goal 
reason to believe, arise in some way on account of an extemil 
world; but what is this external world ? Ask me of com 
sciousness—not of matter—I know not matter ! 


DEATH OF MR. W. J. TAYLOR. 


Mr. J. Sunderland, 


writes :— 


tutherford, of Roker-by-the-Sea, 


Although we all view death as a momentary matter, 4 
swift dream out of which one awakes with the reality ofi 
glorious life, or as the ‘poet puts it, “the flight of a bini 
through the arch of gloom into the sunshine beyond,” on 
cannot help feeling deeply sorrowful when a brother, who ls 
worked resolutely and with wisdom for the spread of progressi 
Spiritualism, passes from our ordinary visible ken. Mr. W.J 
Taylor, president of the Gateshead (Rectory Hall) Society, 
died suddenly on Thursday evening, the 15th inst, The low 
to the cause in the North is very great. A gifted speaker, 
Mr. Taylor was a man of comprehensive mind, of deep rever 
ence, of fine spiritual intuitions, and it need hardly be added 
that these elements produced in him a generous, hopeful, anl 
enlightened religion. He was, indeed, an unconscious witnes 
to the divine power of character, penetrated and informed ly 
a fervent love of the right, and a supreme devotion to th 
cause of freedom and peace. 


Ir is suggested that the " Daily Chronicle” must haves) 
clairvoyant on its staff. On Saturday, the 10th inst, it 
announced the entry of the British troops into Bagdad —twenty- B 
four hours before the event —and on Wednesday, the 14th inst. 
it actually produced a map showing Bapaume inside the "ner 
British line," This reminds us of the exploits of anothe | 
London newspaper notorious for its antipathy to psychit E 
subjects, which, on establishing a French edition, announod 
that it gave all the news a day in advance | 


A Journal of Psychical, Occult, and Mystical Res 


“WHATSOEVER DOTH MAKE MANIFEST 18 LIGUT!”"—Paul, 


“Ligour! Morr Lignar !’— Goethe. 


No, 1,890.—Von, XXXVII, 


Prick Tworence, 


[Reg egistered Pul CN E Mancn 31, 1917, — [a Newspaper.] Per post, 10s, 10d 
ar post, 10s, 10d. per annum. 


ondon Spiritualist Alliance, Ltd., 


110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2. 


Programme of Meetings for the Coming Week. 


[UESDAY, April 3rd, at 3 p.m.— 
or Members ONLY. 


Seance for Clairvoyant Descriptions, 
NO admission after 3 o'clock. 


THURSDAY, A EU 5th, at 5 p.m.— 
n ers und Associates Free; Visitors, Ia. 
_ Psychic Class Mr. W. J. VANSTONR, 


| Lecture on “E Rey pt : `The Philosophies,’ 


| 
Toms Closed for Easter Vacation from Thursday, April 
5th, till Tuesday, April 10th. 


The next lecture at \the Salon of the Royal Society of British 

ists will be given at 7.30 p.m., on Thursday, April 26th, by the 

J. Tyssul Davis, B.A. Subject, '* Art and the Other World,” 
ith Lantern Tllustrations. 


Subscription to December 31st, 1917, 


Tor further particulars regarding the work of the Alliance 


^" apply to the Secretary. 


wit hod SUNDAY EVENING MEETINGS at 6.30 o'clock at 
STEINWAY HALL, LOWER SEYMOUR 
STREET, W. 
(Just off Oxford-svreet, close to Portman Square). 
SUNDAY EVENING NEXT, 


MR. HORACE LEAF, Anniversary Service. 
Admission Free, Collection. Inquirers cordially invited. Doors open 


: at 6 p.m. No admission after 6.40 p.m. 
M 
CENTRE OF LIGHT AND TRUTH 
(Church of Higher Mysticism). 
| The Rondon Academy of Music, 
22, Princes Street, Cavendish Square, W. 

Ox SUNDAY, APRIL 1sr. 


Service for Our Fallen Heroes, 


Inspirational Address. 
Healing Service after Evening Meeting. 


E LONDON SPIRITUAL MISSION, 
18, Pembridge Place, Bayswater, W. 


SUNDAY, APRIL lst. 


"WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4TH, AT 7.30 P.M., 
MRS. JAMRACH. 


igh Passage between 4 and 5, Broadway, Wimbledon. 
T RUNDAY NEXT, APRIL 1sr 


SDAY NEXT, APRIL 4ra, 


ddhism Explained.” 
r Boot. No charge. Freewill offerings, 


| MEMBERS, One Guinea. ASSOCIATES. Half-a-Guinea. 


The MARYLEBONE SPIRITUALIST ASSOCIATION, Ltd., 


Mas. FarncLovoH SMITH, 


6.30 ase ade Mars. FargcrovoH SMITH, 


MR. ERNEST HUNT. 
-. MISS MeCREADIE. 


DON SPIRITUALIST MISSION, 


DR. W. J. VANSTONE. 


. MR. D. B. JOYATILAKA, B.A, 


days, 3 to 5, Mr. W. S. Hendry; Sundays, 


Just Published, 


PSYCHICAL INVESTIGATIONS 


Some Personally-Observed Proofs of Survival. 
By J. ARTHUR HILL. 


The Author presents the Evidence which led him from Agnosti- 
cism to the Belief that Human Personality Survives 
Bodily Death, 


CoNTENTB -- Immortality, Investigation: Methods and Examples. 
Further ''Meeting" Cases, Other incidents. Introduction to De- 
tailed Reports. Medium's Letters and Reports, Sittings with A. 
Wilkinson, T. Tyrrell and A, V. Peters. Table of Foregoing Sittings. 
with Principal Names and Incidents Of Mediums, Sitters and 
“Trivial” Evidence. False Statements and their Explanation, and 
Remarks on Wilkinson's Forms, Home Mediumship. Telepathy 
and Survival. Influences or Rapport-Objects, Psychical Phenomena 
in Karlier Times. Pre-Existence and the Nature of the After-Life. 
Psychical Research and Religion. 


Cloth, 288 pages, 6/6 net post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 2. 


A New Book by 


The REV. ARTHUR CHAMBERS 


(Vicar of Brockenhurst, Hants). 


OUR SELF AFTER DEATH 


Can we, in the light of Christ and His Teachings, know 

more on this subject than is commonly expressed in 
Christian Belief? 

Bound in Cloth, 1/9 net post free. 

Covers, 1/2 net post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 


Paper 


Cloth, 666 pp. : 7s. 6d. net, by post 7s. 10d. Foreign and 
Colonial, 8s. 2d. U.S. of America, 2dol. 


GLIMPSES, OF THE 
NEXT STATE. 


By Vice-Admiral W. USBORNE MOORE. 


CONTENTS. 

Early Psychic Experiences; First Investigation in Americs; The 
Mediums Oraddock and Husk; Mental Phenomena in England; 
Keturn of Thomson Jay Hudson; Manifestations at Toledo ; The Bangs 
Sisters ab Chicago; ETUR Hon and the Direct Voice: Third 
Visit to America ; The Voices; Analysis and Ccrrelations; Conclusions, 

Appendices : 1, Awakening the So-called Dead ; 2, Electrical Con- 
ditions, U.S.A.; 3, Mr. Hereward Carrington and Fraud ; 4, Fraud 
and Genuine Planoiens Combined. 

This book contains the narrative of a man, wholly devoid of 
psychic faculties, who has been led by a ministering visitant 
from the next state of consciousness into the investigation of 
Spiritism. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT 110 ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2. 


TO OUR READERS. 


The best way to help LIGHT, and to en- 
sure getting your paper regularly, is to give 
your newsagent an order to supply it or keep 
it for you every week, otherwise you will possibly 
be disappointed. Owing to the acute shortage 
of paper, returns or spare copies supplied to 
Newsagents to meet chance sales will be pro- 
hibited by the Government in May. Therefore 
place definite orders with your Newsagent. 


fel GEL. 


ul 


March 31, 19)> 


Psychic Science and Barbaric 
Legislation. 
By Ellis T. Powell, LL.B., D.Se. 


(FELLOW OF THE ROYAL HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND OF THE INSTITUTE 
OF JOURNALISTS). 


A Survey of the Statutes and the Leading Legal Decisions 
in regard to Psychic Phenomena and their Investigation. 


29 pages and cover, post free 2}d., or 2s. 3d. 
per dozen, post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN’S LANE, W.C. 2. 


LENDING LIBRARY. 
Comprising OCCULT, NEW THOUGHT, METAPHYSICAL, and 
books on kindred subjects by the best authors is now available to 

subscribers at low terms. 
Fall particulars and catalogue will be sent upon request (for 4d.) by 
C. MAURICE DOBSON, 146, Kensington High Street, London, W. 


“Itis beautiful and helpful. . . It 
shows the way of escape from fear and 
the thousand-fold worries and irrita- 
tions which tend to make us wonder if 
life is worth living. It is full of opti- 
mism and joy, and fully justifies the way 
of God with man in all things : showing 
how even evil is meant to help us. Much 
of its message is particularly pertinent to 


the present crisis."—74Ae Seeker. 
“This book is not merely a striking 


A Book of Devotion “Th 
G psychic phenomenon, but a really valu- 
An ideal book to give able manual for all who are seeking a 
io those bereaved or deeper realisation of the spiritual life." 


& — Brotherhood, 
suliering. New Edition, 198 pages, paper boards, 
1/2 net. Cloth 2/2 net post free. 
Office of "LIGHT," 110, St. Martin's 
Lane, W.C. 2 


DR. ALFRED RUSSEL WALLACE, 0.M.,D.C.L.,F.R.8., 

Writes : &o., 

Of the more serious books dealing with the ethics and philosophy of 
Spiritualism I will only direct the readers’ attention to two :— 


‘Spirit Teachings,’ by W. Stainton Moses, M.A., and 
*Psyehie Philosophy as the Foundation of a Religion 
of Natural Law,’ by V. C. Desertis. 


To such who wish to obtain some Eeden of the higher aspects 
of Modern Spiritualism I strongly recommend these two works. 


‘SPIRIT TEACHINGS,’ 3/11, post free. 
POST 


‘PSYCHIC PHILOSOPHY,’ 3/11, £931. 
OFFICE OF “LIGHT,” 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2, 


SPEAKING ACROSS THE BORDER 
LINE. 


By F. HESLOP. 
Being Letters from a Husband in Spirit Life to His Wife on Earth. 


4th Edition. Paper back, 181 pages, 1/8 net post free. 


OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2. 


“(mative Suggestion,” by Robert McAllan. 

Explains how hypnotic suggestion acts, with evidence showing 
its value in treating moral, mental, physical and nervous disorders, 
as Insomnia, Neurasthenia, &c.; free by post from the author, 
Regent House, Regent-street, London, W. 1, and Croydon. 


Spiritualism, the Basic Fact of Religion, 

Science, and Philosophy, by F. R. Scatcherd ; and Unseen In- 

fluences, by Hanson G. Hey. 22 pages, 2}d. post free.—Licut Office, 

110, St. Martin’s-lane, W.C. 2. 

Spiritualists when in London should stay at 
Hunstanton House, 18, Endsleigh-gardens, London, N.W. (2 


minutes Euston Station, 5 minutes St. Pancras and King’s Cross); 
Terms : 4s. Bed and Break- 


central for all parts; perfect sanitation. e 
fast; no charge for attendance, Full tariff apply to Mrs. Stanley 


Watts, Proprietress. 
Dsyeho-Therapeutic Society, 26, Red Lion- 
square, London, W.C. Spinal Treatment. Free Magnetic Treat- 
«ent Mondays and Fridays, 2 to 5; Wednesdays, 5 to 8 p.m. Diagnosis 
(small fee), Mondays and Fridays. Lending Library. Lectures. 
Membership invited.—Apply Hon. Secretary. 


os ()uis Boards and Crystals." Our stock is ex- 


hausted, and we shall not be abie to supply either until after 


© war. 


Finest PURE | 


RR 


The 
Coffee ine World 


Produces. 


Choicest hill-grown berries, the pick 
of the world's finest plantations, pale- 
roasted by Electric heat—that is the 
secret of 


‘P.R? COFFEE 


RESULT: Superb flavour and freedom 
from ill-effects. Real Coffee at its Best. 
Ideal for Dyspeptics 


Sample Canister, 
sufficient for two cups, with full par- 
ticulars, post free, 2d. stamps. 

THE WALLACE “P.R.” FOODS 
CO., Ltd., 147, Tottenham Lane, Hornsey, N.8. 


LIFE AFTER DEATH. 
(Three Pamphlets) 


AFTER DEATH—WHAT ? 
C. JINARAJADASA, M.A, 


OUR DEAD—WHERE ARE THEY? 
LADY EMILY LUTYENS. 


(Price 2d. each, 1/6 per dozen post free.) 
TO THOSE WHO MOURN. 
C. W. LEADBEATER. 
(Price id. each, 11d. per dozen post free.) 


To be obteined from— 


THE SECRETARY, Publications Committee, 19, Tavistock Squar 
London, W C. 1. 


MAN’S SURVIVAL AFTER DEATH 
Or, THE OTHER SIDE OF LIFE. 
In the Light of Scripture, Human Experience and Modern Researct 


By REV. CHARLES L. TWEEDALE, F.R.A.S., &e. 
(Vicar of Weston, Otley). 


With an Introduction by the Rev. Arthur Chambers. 


All should read this remarkable book. It is one of the most attractive 
and able presentations of the case that has ever appeared. 


* Itis so packed with splendid evidences, that we could not wish fora 
better book.’—Licur. 
Cloth, 277 pages. Price, 6/- nett, post free. 


OFFICE or Licut, 110, Sr. ManriN's Lane, W.C. 2. 


A MANUAL OF HYPNOTISM. 


By H. ERNEST HUNT (Author of “ Nerve Control") 
CowTENTS.— The Subconscious Mind—The Sleep State and its 
Induction—Phenomena in the Waking State—Post Hypnotic Sug. 
gestion — Psycho-Therapeutics — Auto-Suggestion — Phenomena in 
Daily Life—Inherent Possibilities—Practical Experiments in Sog. 
gestion—Practical Therapeutics— Bibliography. 
This volume is designed to serve as an up-to-date and practical 
guide to the study of Hypnotism and its application by means of sug 
gestion and auto-suggestion. 


Cloth, 136 pages, 1/3 net post free. 
OFFICE OF LIGHT, 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.U.?. 


The Reality of Psychic Phenomena, 


Raps, Levitations, &c. 
By W. J. CRAWFORD, D.Sc. 


Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering, the Municipal Technical 
Institute, Belfast; Extra Mural Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering, 
Queen's University of Belfast, &c. 


Some OF THE CONTENTS,— Composition of the Circle, Phenomena, 
&c,, Phonograph Record of the Noises, Reaction During Levitation o 
the Table, Levitation over a Weighing Machine, Experiments with 
Compression Spring Balance Underneath the Levitated Table, Raps, 
Rod Theory for Raps, Miscellaneous Experiments. 


Cloth, Illustrated, 246 pages, 4s. 11d. post free. 
OFFICE OF “LIGHT,” 110, ST. MARTIN'S LANE, W.C. 2 


“Lieut! More Licut!”—Goethe. 


a 
CONTENTS. 
Notes by the Way ~ »» $1 | Psychic Science as a Re-inter- 
pretation of Christianity 101 


AModern Balaam ....«« CEN 
Mediumship and the Churches 98 | 


The paii and Nearness of 
the Invisible World 99 
? 


New Truth and the Chur 
A Generation Ago ......... .102 
The Unseen World: Its Reality.103 
Revelation on Revelati 103 
An Experience in 
| Cathedral............. 
Christianity and An 


NOTES BY THE WAY. 


We referred in a recent leader to the fact that Buchner, 
the great physicist, quoted from Hudson Tuttle’s " Arcana 
af Nati »’ ignorant of the fact that the book was the 
work of an uneducated youth, a medium writing under 
direct inspiration. Here are the facts as related by Dr. 
Densmore in a biographical sketch of Hudson Tuttle :— 

Dr. Buchner read the book without reading the appendix 
and became possessed of the idea that its author was a pro- 
fessor in a college near Cleveland, Ohio. He made free use of 
the ‘Arcana ” in the composition of his renowned work 
"Mater and Force.” He selected passages from it for 
mottoes to head his chapters, quoted largely, and even appro- 
pisted, omitting to give credit. 


fme years after publishing his work, Buchner (who, 
itis perhaps unnecessary to explain, was a German) seems 
to liave visited the United States and to have met Hudson 
Tuttle at a banquet, Tuttle was then a young man, and 
Buchner expressed surprise that he could have produced 
"The Arcana of Nature. When he was told that the 
look was written by "Tuttle while an uneducated boy work- 
ing on a farm and was the result of spirit agency, Buchner 
P toa loud guffaw. It was a great joke, he said. 
Bat Dr, Cyriax and other men of education who were 
t maintained that it was true. Buchner was dis- 

d. But as he believed in phrenology he examined 


from an awkward position. 


himse 


J 6 4 
$i XE," in some remarks on the recent prosecutions, 
quotes a case reported in the “Daily Telegraph " of May 


In the course 
remarks on the case, the evidence in which was 
he magistrate is stated to have said: “The police 
sent to find out some particular thing; they 
Eo back to their superior oflicers and admit 
not find out what they were told and ex- 
“O, E.” applies the moral to the case of 
ecuted for fortune-telling, although, as he 
lice cannot be blamed for their action, seeing 
apers admit that fortune-telling is illegal. 
we have it on the authority of the 
in the land that fortune-telling is not 
! E.” should study Dr. Powell's pamphlet, 
ace and Barbarie Legislation," in which he 

on the subject and the leading cases set 


v 


Might: 
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out by a member of the English Bar who is a master of his 


subject. As we have before remarked regarding this 


question of fortune-telling, there is a wide difference 
between delineating in a reverent spirit a subject's moral 
and mental status and prospects, and telling him (or her) 
of future marriages, legacies and so forth, making, more 
over, such ridiculous blunders over the business that a 
person of ordinary intelligence who was not a psychic could 


do it a great deal better. 
* * * 


[t may seem a curious remark, but we have thought 
that the very stupidity of some of the prophecies which 
provoke so much laughter in the police-courts is in favour 
of the psychies. Real rogues who are notorious for always 
having their witsabout them (since they have to live by them) 
would do the business much more cleverly. They would 
not be gulled (or hypnotised 2) into supposing the police- 
man's wife to be the unmarried daughter of a general or 
an admiral, and promising a rich marriage. The law would 
be more just if it made the consultant equally guilty with 
the "fortune-teller. Even a small amendment of that 
sort would go along way towards abolishing what has be- 
come a crying scandal. It is temptingly easy to denounce 
mediums who are led insensibly while in an abnormal state 
to use their powers, which are very real, in a way which 
often results in complete self-deception. But the worst 
culprits are the people who have no interest in psychic 
subjects beyond their supposed fortune-telling possibilities, 
and who insist on this phase. ‘They deserve to be deceived, 
and they still more richly deserve to stand beside the ` for- 


tune-teller” in the dock. 


* * * * 


Under the heading “Is There a Future Life?” in the 
“ Evening News" of the 24th inst., Mr. Arthur Machen 
deals with two books, “Some Views Respecting a Future 
Life,” by Mr. Samuel Waddington, and Mr. J. Arthur 
Hill's " Psychical Investigations.” Notwithstanding some 
unfavourable remarks concerning the latter book, based on 
his objection to the kind of future life disclosed by the 
evidence (it is too earthy for Mr. Machen's taste) and the 
“ trivialities ” involved, the reviewer may be said to be on 
the whole very much " on the side of the angels.” For Mr. 
Machen will have none of Mr. Waddington's materialism. 
That author attributes telepathy to “ cerebral disease,” and 
Mr. Machen is caustic in his comments. He illustrates 
the idea of telepathy by a known instance, and then remarks 
that Mr. Waddington's theory goes wildly against the 
weight of evidence. ~ It is as if one said that the multi- 
plication table was explained by cerebral disease.” He 
laughs at Hume's dictum that “all doctrines are to be 
suspected which are favoured by our passions,” and that 
“the doctrine that we are immortal because we should like 
to be contains the quintessence of suspiciousness.” "So," 
says Mr. Machen satirically, “ if a man is very hungry the 
doctrine that there is a certain thing called dinner that will 


itisly his hunger contain 


ne , And he id 


n morec redulou 


the quinta ence ol ISPLCLO 


t happy hit at materialism as really 
ind superstitious thing than the doctrine 
which it derides 


A MODERN 


BALAAM. 


How RasprrIN Took rar Roan to Ret 


By A, Gnasswgrr, M.D 


The comments in the daily press on the life and death of 
the Russian “ Balaam,” Rasputin, reveal a surprising lack of 
knowledge of paychic matters 


Rasputin, as a young man in early youth, gave evidence of 
the possession of marked psychic faculties, though at no time 
in his life did he manifest any great hypnotic powers, 

In his early days he frequently felt himself impelled to rise 
from his usual avocations, and even from his bed, to administer 
some succour to people, even strangers, in want, distress or 
sickness, By obeying these behests he gained notoriety for 
kind actions performed when most urgently needed, 

Rasputin was almost wholly without education, and his 
intelligence was of a very low order, Gradually he became 
proud of his uncommon gifts, and his pride was further 
enhanced as his fame as a seor was recognised, 

Then he acquired some small degree of education from his 
confrères in his Church and rose to comparative affluence, Yet, 
having no real intelligence, he ascribed his unusual gifts to 
himself alone, A little later on he adopted the most dan- 
gorous doctrine it is possible for a weak or, indeed, for any man 
to hold—viz,, that in order to know what sin is, one must give 
way to it—indeed, revel in it, No doctrine could be more dan- 
gorous, and in his case it led him into the domains of vice from 
which ho was either never able or never willing to escape, This 
was a possibility which does not seem to have occurred to him, 
and even if it did, he did not desire more than to follow his own 
devicos, Ho certainly had not taken to heart the lesson of 
Christ's temptation on the Mount (vide Phil. iii., 14,19), He 
foll, and heneoforth his powors, instead of leading him to love 
and constructive work, held him bound to the low level of 
craol, vicious and destructive actions, He did not see that it 
in only those who become vicious, either in ignorance or from 
temporary loms of control over thomselves, who ean emerge 
comparatively unseathed; and even these may be scorched. 
Nor did he contemplate the evil effects in which his vice would 
involve others, and he did not seem to have cared. He failed, 
moroovor, to perceive that sin on the part of a psychic is more 
deadly than in the case of a merely worldly person, and this 
ho moat cortainly was not, 

Ho was ambitious, proud and bigoted in the extreme, and 
being of an active temperament ho became more and more 
obsessed. with ovil, Yet he wielded as an ovil-door as great 


influence aseif not greater than 


he did in his earlier. days. 
Hid advice, given some throe or four years before the gront 
war, was often founded on clear vision and was unusually 
Yot, at the samo time, this 
was not due to à balanced judgment at all; it was just merely 


penetrating and possibly correct, 
spontandous power as A noor Finally, during the war, being 
quite as active paychically as ever before, he came out in his 
truo charactor as cruel, unprincipled and antagonistic to all 
eonatruotive Ho for destruction and, 


solling his own race, he was at length found slain by those 


purposes, waa out 
whom he had so ernelly betrayed to the unserupulous Huns, 
And now tho Czaar himself has fallon, 

Thore ia a great tendeney among worldly people to confuse 
fortuno-telling with Spiritualism, ‘Tho two things nre as wide 
w the poles asunder, having nothing whatever in common, 
That powerful payehio, John Slater, whom the writer inter- 
viewed when he was over in London, said that many people 
dame to him in order that he might tell them how to accom» 
plish quostionable doada, and that ho was so disgusted with their 
purposes that he gave them. back hie foo and dismissed them, 

One oan imagine such people of material culture having 
helped to hold down Rasputin to the low level to whieh he 


| nded W l t n 

rid ng I | infine n on " 
true irs, and th he is to ado nd them 
mttle for good or for evil He has chosen hi d 
fighta for his own, his own who are really his own 

A study of the life of Raepntin clearly show why M 
forbade the Israelites from exercisin psychi powers, M 
well knew that they were not really sufficiently advanced, a 
that they would be safer under the experienced guidance 
those who would lead them «o far he wa perfect]y jusi 


in hi views, 
ut we have reached a later 
the massive super-materialism of the Huns to combat, Th 


is therefore now more than justification, there is the ply 


duty of those who under the instructions of Christ must s 


stage in history, and we luy 


will show the world in which way victory can and will be wa 


in the world's great age-long conflict between destructive e 


and the constructive power of all-enduring good. 


On page 255 of a volume of ten sermons by the late Ra 


Dr. Pusey (1880) these words occur :— 


It may bea sore loss, greater than we can imagine, the 
although confessing in our creeds the communion of saints, m 
for the most part have so little felt the privilege of being fella 


citizens with the saints, and of the household of God, ¢ 
belonging to a body of which such glorious hosts have be 
already perfected, of being struggling members of one body 


į 


Not realising that they now live to God, live a higher life tha 


we, being freed from the body of this death 


exaltin 


ourselves as though we were the living, they the dead, we him 


received the just recompense in ourselves, and are abased, 


AND THE 


MEDIUMSHIP CHURCHES, 


By var Rey, CHARLES L. TWEEDALE, Vicar or WESTON, 


The present organised attack on professional psychics my 


be a blessing in disguise, 
of the rogue and charlatan, while all will rejoice to see genui 
medinmship honoured, recognised and rewarded. Tho labous 
is worthy of his hire, and we cannot expect to have fiu 
psychics available for nothing. When the Archbishop d 
Canterbury refuses to receive a money payment for his servis 
it will be time to expect the medium to do likewise. 

With regard to the advertisements of mediums in Lion 


may say that I once, when investigating, received most valuatii 


assistance from them, several mediums picked out at rando 
giving me splendid evidence, part of which is set forth on p2 
of my work, " Man's Survival after Death.” This experiens 
was all the more evidential because I was able to go dired 
and unknown to the mediums without introducing the weake 
ing link of previous inquiries, 


Failing an alteration of thi 
present law which classes the true and the false togethers) 
“rogues and vagabonds” with a lofty indifference, bom d 
ignorance, the best way out is, undoubtedly, the one recently 
mentioned in the affiliation 


might T also suggest P—as I 


these columns, of mediums t 


societies, and have advocate 
for years past, fo churches, The law does not, and daro nd 
engage in religious persecution, I look forward toa time whe 
a reliable and trustworthy psychic will be in attendance at mot 


churches, Some time ago I had the idea of attempting som 


thing of this sort in connection with my own church but th 


difficulties were too great, Tho message given through 8 


John in the Isle of Patmos was to be passed on to the “ ang 
of each of seven churches (Rov, ii). I have not yet seeni 
satisfactory explanation ns to who this “angel of the chur’ 
was, “Angolos” means à messenger, or messenger spirit, bl 
mesaenger epirit evidently cannot be the meaning hore, as tht 
mossage has to be passed on in writing from St. John to som! 
other person in tho flesh, I think it extremely probablo that “i 
angel of the church in Smyrna” and the other six chumb 
mentioned was in each case some person with payehic e 
spiritual gifta (I, Cor, xii.) attached to that church, [ool 
forward to a time when such an " angel of the church” will b 
^ recognised institution in the religious life of this land, am 
form that connecting link which is so much needed botwet 


the things that are seen and temporal and the things thatar 
unaeon and eternal, 


No one will regret the suppressa 


-— 
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REALITY AND NEARNESS OF THE 
m INVISIBLE WORLD. 


A SOLDIER'S TESTIMONY 


From the battlefields of France an old contributor, " M.E.” 
(D5.0.), writes in reference to “An Enquirer's " recent attack 
in the “ Daily Mail” on Vice-Admiral Moore's work entitled 
“The Voices " ;— 

I have read the book referred to and also the Admiral's 
previous work, “ Glimpses of the Next State," and now after 
perusing “Enquirer's” article I appreciate the truth of Byron 
eouplet— 


"A man must serve his time to every trade 
Save censure—critics all are ready made.” 


lam writing this in the trenches. I am an engineer, 
commonly known as a sapper, and have been over two years in 
the front lines in Flanders and France, but I am something 
more am a “Spiritualist,” or, in the language of “ An 
Enquirer,” one of those “ dupes of the so-called psychics.” I 
wis brought up to attend church regularly, and did so 
until I left my paternal roof and commenced to make my own 
living, when I gave more serious thought to the matter of reli- 
gion than I had done before. I studied it from two points of 
| view—from that of the ancient writings on the subject and that 
ifthe example of living set by those who claimed to be teachers 
L ofthe Faith—with the result that I left the Church and became 
T inostic, I did not sneer at Christianity or condemn it, nor 
yet did I accept ten guineas from a sensational newspaper 
write a sordid counterblast against it. I simply decided 
not io call myself a Christian — first because I saw no 
basis of proof for the beliefs identified with the name ; and, 
soondly, because it seemed to me that to be a Christian one 
lud to live up to such a perfect standard that I could not do 
it But tle want of proof was my great stumbling-block. I 
wad much on the subject, and I also read much agnostic 
literature, but it did not help greatly to solve the problem. 
A Creator I knew there must be, because one saw daily in 
very direction evidence of His handiwork. 
dn the course of my study I read articles condemning 
pintualists, and finding that the Spiritualist was condemned 
y for claiming to have obtained proofs of his belief, 
whilst those who sneered at and condemned him knew nothing 
ofthe subject, I decided to search in that direction myself. 
Twill not detail my search but briefly state that it took 
twenty years, Perhaps as an engineer I am somewhat better 
quilified than those not so trained to search out the cause of 
thy experience of power or force. At any rate I was in the 
wi compelled to believe in the power described by Sir William 
Crookes as “psychic force." That was not all. I also found 
liat this force was governed by an intelligence, and after 
irther and deeper search proved to myself that this intelli- 
"genee was at one time clothed in a human body and lived and 
and had its being on this earth. My beliefs were no 
longer based on faith ; they were founded on fact, and I soon 
‘scope 80 far as to be able to speak and converse with old 
ds and relatives who also had lived on this earth, but are 
mw “intelligences” on the “other side." This knowledge or 
liscoyery only served to increase my reverence and awe for the 
Great Creator, who I found had powers hitherto undreamt of, 
ind Thad now got proof of His kindness, for what could be a 
tor proof of kindness than finding that you can once more 
near to and communicate with those loved ones whom you 
liad hitherto thought dead and lost for ever? There is 
a beauty and happiness in this knowledge, and it is 
got by proof. It is not by faith alone that 
ists are made, but by evidence. When I first found 
if amongst them, I found them to be kind and helpful 
‘aid really sympathetic. They have no dogmas and forms : 
i lieve in the simple truth of which they have the proved 
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lge, and it is a happiness to a Spiritualist to assist an 
ter to share that knowledge. Whilst on the high 
this great discovery, I met Vice-Admiral Moore, and 
øre acknowledge his great help and kindness. He 
many years of his life in proving this living truth, and 
knowledge to the world in his valuable books, 
wish may find the road to truth. 
ro is specially fitted for research such as this ; 
jure to examine and explore, to prove or dis- 
man of straw, but one who bears a high 
ose name has been honoured in the British 
command, While serving my country in and 
ine trenches E have been happy in the know- 
pirit friends have always been near me to guard 
— When days and nights are wet and gloomy 
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they cheei me up: they have brought me unscathed through 
storms of shell and shrapnel; they guide my footsteps when 
| am uncertain of them. If I feel I want rapid and powerful 
help it will come unseen “ An Enquirer” is unaware of the 
light and gladness brought by Spiritualism, and the comfort it 
affords to the bereaved. My earnest hope 18 that he will live 
to regret sincerely having indulged in such silly criticisms of 
some of the ablest brains in Britain. It is easy and profitable 


s6 


to write this kind of stuff, but surely it is the duty of “ An 
Enquirer” to inquire 


ADVERTISEMENT COMPENSATION FUND. 


The following is a list of the donations received or promised 
in connection with the above fund ;— 


«1 

Joseph Appleby 5.0 0 
AC EE aa [20-70 
W. E. Benton 2 2 0 
Mrs. Humphrey Bor... 2 2 6 
C.. C. B. ia 050 
J. W. Chamberlin EFD U 
Mrs. Philip Champion de Crespigny I 0 
“ Colonel ” d E m oa =e 5) 0 0 
V. C. Desertis : : . 010 6 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 10 0 0 
Ja W. Flack .;. ; : 0 8 8 
J. Arthur Hill ? 010 0 
Mrs. Leopold Hirsch. Ion 
KERT: y. pe s DESG 
“ Libra ” a a Lt A " w(t) 2.18 
Col. C. Macdonald ... 9 = : 5 0 0 
H. May are Le : : 010 0 
Ne MS. — ys A" = pe 0 
W. Usborne Moore ... : J Lo pe "Tug 
Lady Mosley ... za. n. — pee O 
William S.  ... - ES 1 010 0 
Gx) Wade... see u^ 010 6 
Chas. J. Wilson T l t IO 
cit 3 O 


It should also be mentioned that several readers have 
kindly offered to make their donation an annual one, and 
others have promised a periodical payment equivalent to the 
payment of an extra penny or twopence for each copy of Liur 
subscribed for by them at the usual rate. 


RUSKIN A SPIRITUALIST ? 


One of our most distinguished artists, a man of open 
mind, and of highest integrity, recently related to me a con- 
versation he had with Holman Hunt shortly before his death 
concerning his old friend Ruskin. It will be remembered that 
Ruskin was brought up in an iron orthodoxy, and all his works 
have a strong Biblical flavour. Meeting him abroad later in 
life, Hunt found him plunged in gloom, he seemed to have 
dragged all his anchors of faith, was pessimistic and verging on 
atheism. 

A year or two later he met him again; he was radiant, the 
Universe was again aglow with God; his faith had returned 
glorified, bringing peace in its train. Asked why he was so 
changed, Ruskin said it was due to Modern Spiritualism. That 
had convinced him that there was, indeed, an after-life. With 
that assurance he was content. His feeling then was probably. 
that expressed by Browning :— 

" God's in His heaven ; all's right with the world." 

This is but a drop in our ocean of evidence of the blessings 
and blessedness brought by our most glorious of all religions ; 
the scientific and philosophie world-religion of the future. 

E. WAKE Cook, 


Tus Rey. F. Fielding-Ould's address at the Salon of the 
Royal Society of British Artists on Thursday, the 22nd inst., 
was of exceptional interest. A report will be commenced in 
our next issue. 

Miss H. A. Dartas inquires if any reader of Ligur is 
acquainted with the name Captain Flowerdew, of the “Ariadne.” 
Miss Dallas adds that Monica's mother clairvoyantly saw the 
form of a man and received this name. i à 
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LIFE HEREAFTER. 


An ANSWER AND SOME SUGGESTIONS. 

To many old students of our subject some of the ques- 
tions with which we are called upon to deal in Licur are 
of an elementary character. But they are for the most 
part well aware that nowadays inquirers by hundreds are 
" coming in," and even when, as in many cases, they belong 
to the educated classes, they are complete novices, and find 
difficulties in matters which the unlettered Spiritualist has 
long mastered. 

This is our apology for dealing with the letter of a 
correspondent who asks some questions arising out of a 
study of " Raymond, or Life and Death.” “Do infants 
grow up in the next world ? " he asks (apropos of an allusion 
in the book), "and in that case do they pass on to old 
age?" The reply is that infants certainly grow up until 
they reach what in this world would be the appearance of 
complete maturity. But although there is "old age” so 
far as time-measurements are concerned, there is no senility 
or decrepitude. Spiritual laws working in grades of matter 
infinitely finer than that of earth permit of a higher 
equilibrium, a more perfect balance. And there are a 
variety of other adjustments not possible in this imperfect 
world, so that the next life, although appearing to present 
many points of similarity, is very far from being “ just this 
life over again," as some superficial observers have com- 
plained. 

We have said many times before that many of the 
problems that perplex us in connection with " other world 
order” might be solved, or at any rate illuminated, by an 
intelligent study of the world in which we are now living. 
It may be well to add that the view taken should be a wide 
one, and aided by imagination. A man whose outlook is 
bounded by the four walls of a study, an office, or a ware 
house may well wonder how he is going to pass his time in 
a world in which he has no longer to spend the best part of 
his days in earning a living. 
of those men and women who, with great ideals before them 
and ample opportunities for leisure, find all their days in- 
sufficient to accomplish the tasks to which they have 
devoted themselves, Humanitarians, reformers, inventors, 
artists, musicians—those who are engaged in the finer 
labour of the world—are not at all daunted by the 
eternities: they need them. They want infinite scope 
for their ambitions, and such a difficulty as that of some 
“Ml in" their 


He should consider the case 


correspondents who wonder how they shall 
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time in the life to come never occurs to them. They long 
for a career “loosed of limits," with infinite vistas d 
achievement, having found endless possibilities of happiness 
in the work for which Nature adapted them. 

There are many things in the present life which belong 
only to that life, and which are left behind for ever why 
With the dropping of th 
physical body go all the troubles and disabilities that we 


the soul passes beyond it. 
peculiar to it as a body. But everything which belongg 
to the individual as a spirit is ` carried forward "—t], 
sum total of the life on earth as a spiritual experieny 
The sum is exact, for the mathematics of the Universe ay 
Opulent as life is, its awards are precisely py 
Injustice is 


unerring. 
portioned to the merits of each recipient. 
question of the relations between man and man, but nj 
between man and the Universe, which never cheats and i 
never to be cheated. ‘Those who have once realised tl; 
perfect intelligence which rules all the dealings of Gol 
with will never about His 
arrangements for their future welfare, whether in the 
matter of employment or enjoyment. In an infinit 
Universe there are infinite possibilities for the adjust 
ment of every difüiculty, real or imaginary. 


man distress themselves 


A ROMANCE OF THE SUPERNORMAL 


Some Nores ow Dr. Lixpsay Jonwsow's New Book. 


By Six Wirra Barrer, F.R.S. 


“The Weird Adventures of Professor Delapine of th 
Sorbonne," by G. Lindsay Johnson, M.A., M.D., is a book t 
be commended to the attention of every reader of Liam 
It is a thrilling story based on the wonderful psychi 
gifts of the hero named in the title. In the Preface th 
author tells us that a few years ago he met a famow 
Professor in France, whose acquaintance ripened ‘ni 
a lasting friendship, and who convinced him of the genuine 
ness of Spiritualistic phenomena. In fact, the author sap 
that while staying at his hotel "the Professor narrated t 
me the extraordinary history of Professor Delapine, which $ 
assured me was true, and which with his permission I committel 
to writing and worked up into a novel . He was kini 
enough to introduce me to the Professor himself as well as to 
several of the other characters" named in this book. Fot 
obvious reasons the real names are suppressed ; but we are toll 
all the persons are still alive and distinguished members o 
society. For some of the incidents described in the book th 
author gives the authority of Dr. Ochorowicz and Sir William 
Crookes, though the name of the latter is not mentioned. 

I will not spoil the story by attempting any outline of i 
here. Suflicient to say that, so far as my knowledge goes, it 
is the best story that has yet been written based upon the 
supernormal. As is allowable in fiction, the author confer 
upon his hero a combination and exaltation of mediumisti 
powers drawn from various well-known types, and also enables 
Professor Delapine to exercise these powers voluntarily, in 1 
manner at present beyond the attainment of any medium 
The interest of the reader is well sustained throughout, and 
he will be unable to put the book down until he has finished 
this exciting and entirely wholesome story. 

Dr. Lindsay Johnson is an old and valued friend of the 
present writer. Doubtless his name is known to many readers 
of LiGur. A few years ago he left London to 
Johannesburg for the sake of his wife's health. 
enjoy such singularly versatile gifts as Dr. Lindsay Johnson 
His works on Colour Photography have had a wide circulation, 
and are the standard books on this subject. But his mos 
valuable contributions to science have been his splendil 
original researches on the structure of the retina and the field 


reside in 
Few mem 


of vision in men and animals.- 


* Published by G, Routledge & Sons, price 65. 
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Tho Royal Society of London published in their " Philo- 
sophical Transactions” a few years ago Dr. Lindsay Johnson's 
great monograph on the retina of the eyes of various animals 
which he had examined at the Zoological Gardens in London. 
The coloured plates illustrating this monograph would have 
mado the author famous and conferred upon him honours in 
ay country where scientific research is more esteemed than 
in England. How he managed to use the ophthalmoscope to 
reveal, and minutely draw and colour, the retina of the eyes of 
living lions, tigers, alligators, and other carnivorous beasts, is 
almost as thrilling a story as that he has given us in the 
adventures of Professor Delapine. He modestly says nothing 
of the risks he incurred in the monograph referred to, but I 
hope he may be induced to contribute to the columns of 
Lis, or elsewhere, some of his adventures in the pursuit of 
science—especially how, when examining the retina of an 
alligator, in the locked enclosure in the Zoo, he was stalked by 
the alligator’s mate and his hairbreadth escape on that occasion. 


PSYCHIC SCIENCE AS A 
RE-INTERPRETATION OF CHRISTIANITY. 


THe WoRrp-Cnisis AND Irs MEANING. 


On Friday afternoon, the 23rd inst., at the London resi- 
dence of Lady Glenconner, Dr. Ellis T. Powell delivered an 
address under the above title before a distinguished audience 
which included Sir Oliver Lodge. 

Dr, POWELL commenced by referring to the great spiritual 
upheavals which marked the history of the race, referring 
especially to that which accompanied the birth of Christianity. 
To-day we had reason to believe that the world was on the eve 
of another great crisis in its spiritual life. We saw to-day how 
ancient traditions, settled convictions and hereditary habits 
were undergoing transmutation in an evolutionary process 
Which was now reaching its climax. We seemed to be in the 
yortex of a world change. Reviewing some of the history of 
the past, the speaker dealt with the tremendous advances made 
ina knowledge and understanding of physical laws. We had 
measured and weighed the stars, we could predict their move- 
ments more accurately than we could forecast the working of a 
milway system. We knew every metal which was burning in 
thesuns. Science had transformed us from being mere denizens 
of the earth into citizens of the heavens. In the presence 
of that vastly enlarged realm, that immeasurable galactic im- 
mensity to which we had awakened, we had now begun to ask 
ourselves, What is our relationship to the Supreme Arbiter of 
these unthinkably vast domains? We had passed from the 
state of non-rational, uncomprehending creatures, and were 
beginning to feel the inward impulse towards understanding, 
obedience to, and intelligent co-operation with, the laws which 
we had discovered to be operative in the life around us. 

Tt was as though we were asked to join hands with the 
Supreme Tactician. It was as though he had said to us, “ There 
ismy scheme; thence have I brought it; yonder is my goal. I tell 
you my secrets. I show you my purpose with ever-increasing 
clearness. Evolve with me. Develop your latent powers. Be 
aspiring, be holy, not merely because I tell you to be so, but 
because only if you are efficient, aspiring and pure, can you 
folloy me in the fullest sense and simultaneously know 
the self-realisation, the self-expression, which are the highest 
tatisfactions I have to bestow.” It was, in short, a 
question of a closer and more intimate co-operation between 
and man—a newer and fuller revelation, in no way 
ig any supersession of the Christian revelation, but 
igher developinent of it. He (Dr. Powell) believed, 
this revelation, as a restatement or reinterpreta- 
jan truths, would carry them to heights more 
i any humanity had yet attained. In the past 


political power. By its misuse monarchs and 
leluded their subjects into submission to every 
xploitation. The Church had been made the 
but Christianity could not be reproached 
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for the abuses to which, in its distorted form, it had been de- 
voted, It was never a mundane revelation. Its issues were 
purely psychic and spiritual. It taught and enforced the 
existence of intelligences on higher planes of life over whom 
death had no power, with whom we could enter into com- 
munion, and by whom all the vital matters which affected our 
life as spiritual beings could be directed, if we so desired. 

Part of the political exploitation of Christianity could 
be seen in the fact that its relation to the unseen 
world was contemptuously «denied by the law even 
though it had been laid down by a Lord Chief Justice 
that Christianity was a part of the laws of England. The 
time had come for us to awaken to the realisation of what 
Christianity as a revelation really stood for. In the past it 
was not possible for Jesus to make the presentation of His 
gospel intellectually adequate. He was imperatively con- 
ditioned by the circumstances of the world in which He taught, 
just as any teacher would be when it was a question of ex- 
pounding the higher mathematics to infant minds. ‘To-day, 
when the intellectual standard of Western Christendom had 
risen so fast, might we not look for some new revelation, not 
one which should cancel or obscure the sacred and venerable 
truths which had regenerated the world, but one which should 
put us on the track of new interpretations ? Science saw the 
signs, but what the world looked for was a new and supreme 
interpreter of the things signified. Thirty years ago it would 
have been difficult to aflirm that Science r 


gnised any 
mystery behind the life and body of man. But in the 
presence of the world-shaking events of the last three years 
Science had distinctly changed its view-point, and men were 
beginning to comprehend some of the simple yet most stupen- 
dous secrets of happiness and progress. There was a time 
when all, except the mystics, regarded that saying of Christ, 
“The Kingdom of God is within you,” as a metaphor, an 
apophthegm, a kind of pietist epigram. To-cay we saw it as 
containing a deep spiritual truth. We could discern in it the 
possibilities of securing that immunity from physical degrada- 
tion which could bring man into more intimate contact with 
the higher psychical planes around him. We sensed the need 
and the possibility of that immunity just at the moment when 
man’s interest in psychic interpretation has been awakened 
and when he realised that eager but unseen auxiliaries—his 
fellow-beings on other planes of life—were all around him. 
For the first time in his history man’s knowledge as distinct 
from his faith told him that he was compassed about by a great 
cloud of witnesses. 

After referring to the alchemists’ search for the Elixir of 
Life, the Philosopher's Stone and the transmutation of metals, 
which led to the discoveries of modern chemistry, Dr. Powell 
remarked that the physical impossibility of one age was the 
commonplace of the next. Might not the psychical impossibility 
of one era undergo an equal transformation into recognised 
fact? Quoting Drummond's view that "organic evolution 
has done its work,” and that the “arrest of the body," i. 
the final outworking of physical evolution in the human 
organism, must necessarily lead to an advance in the direction 
of the finer planes of human life, the speaker said, " How 
striking it is that just as we have reached this stage of evolu- 
tion, with the inorganic and organic behind us and the super- 
organic in front, the points of contact between us and the 
psychic planes around us should become so numerous!” We 
were advancing towards a scientilic cognisance and compre- 
hension of Spirit. The stages of advance could be discerned 
with clearness and defined with considerable precision. The 
range of life extended all the way from primitive one-celled 
organisms, totally unspecialised, up to such a piece of work 
as man, almost infinite in the specialisation and com- 
plexity of his relationship to the external world. The 
single cells were physiologically complete in themselves. 
They did not form "b»lies" and were not subject to 
natural death in the sam» degree as the higher animals. 
They sustained quite easily the equation between waste and 
repair which with us was so diflicult and which sooner or 
later became impossible and ended in death. As Sir Oliver 
Lodge had said, "It is not the germ cell itself, but the 
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bodily aceretion or appondage whioh is ibandoned by life and the Church There will be many before its bar, son. 
postors, others prophets of the Truth In the face of all s 
claimants the Church can never forget that it holds its de 
s a sacred trust; but it cannot be too scrupulous to keep t 


which acoordingly dies and dooays Newman Smyth summod 
up the matter in a fine sontonoe when he remarked, " Daath 


mnisa 
mind open; it cannot watch its motivos too jealously: wl 


slipped in for the bonelit of life on its way to hi 


tion The bargain was timately extended to i a soul it is acting "for tho glory of God," it may be moved by 
The mere organism, unicellular and soulless, possessed, as of ease, and the desire to evade the Cr , 

Dr. Haldane said, no eonseiousnes But the higher organisms Deep fissures in tho Church have often been made throw 
the advanced animals, for instanco*-had a consciousness m failure of its leaders to face simply and honc stly some fea 
sembling ours in species, though doubtless its range was con loss apostle with his demand. for re x rm l'ho close t mind 
EXE a ue posed IN Dios denarcation the Chureh has croated bittern: ss and exaggeration on the ot 
wi) Ua I de; the truth, which the reformer has seen, becomes separat 
between our consciousness and that of the animal probably lay from ot} truths and distorted : itis lost to the Church i 
the fact that we were conscious of our consciousness, aware the time and there is unrest and division, which might ha 

of our awareness, while they were not Finally our conscious been avoided Few religious societies can boast the 


; +? " Vea PA his ai 
ness ceased to be circumscribed by terrestrial limits and entered tree from this sin 

" Now since Truth in all its appearances has hitherto prov 
into contact with the discarnate consciousness of intelligences 2 7 ; Mite egal : 
disturbing, it is unlikely that its coming will be otherwise to 


on other planes, The chain of communicating power was com- The war has come, we are told, to break up one order andi 
plete. The beginnings of sensibility in the movements of bring in a new and better order Is the Church prepared t 
protoplasm were not intellectual, but they led ultimately to the listen in such an how To refuse a hearing to new claims 
intellectuality of man nota proof of faith; it means that the spirit of adventur 


lacking, and faith has become timid and dreads the cold. T 
listen may bring dangers; it must imply that the Church I 

lightly to many of its advantages in the world, and that it 
ready, if needs be, to suffer the loss of much that once seeme 


If this was no extravagant hypothesis, then, indeed, we 
might look for another descent from the unimaginable bright- 


ness, another transcendent messenger from the Ruler of all Life, 


another reminder that man does not fight alone, but that good. But to refuse to listen may mean to fall out of thel 
behind him, evolving and developing contemporaneously with of the coming age 
him, bat far ahead, was the great Protagonist of the Universe The Church must be free to listen; it cannot play its part 


if, like Caiaphas, it will not receive any new truth becaus 
will not allow the existing order to be modified. In some hours 
L———— the supreme demand, made upon the Church, is for courage 
4 : = = : intellect, allied with that courage of the will without wh 
NEW TRUTH AND THE CHURCH. there can be nofaith. ‘This is one of those hours. ‘The Chu 
once more will have to hear new voices, and new claims; mi 
it be moved by no love of glory and state, by no sloth and: 
love of ease, but by a pure and burning passion for the Trath 
of God ? Then the Church may suffer loss, but it will save it 
soul, and the soul of the nations. 


A REMARKABLE ARTICLE 


By kind permission of tho “Times” we are enabled to 
reproduce the following article whieh appeared in that journal 
of the 17th inst 

BEFORE CAIAPHAS: THE CLOSED MIND 
The Tragedy of the Crucifixion involves a judgment for all A GENERATION AGO. 


time upon certain historical characters and institutions, It 


took place in an organised society which had its religious (From “Liexr” or Aprit 2Np, 1887.) 
system, as well as its political order. The Church entered into - 

the scene as well as the State. Caiaphas and the Jewish Tar Unsesn ÜxivEnsE.— The world is moving fast. Whi 
Church are revealed as representatives and trustees of a religious was positive knowledge yesterday is doubtful to-day, and wi 


system, face to face with a reformer, who appeared dar T COPS 


When, in 1774, Priestley discovers 


a new voice was heard, and condemned at once as bla 
Caiaphas is for ever at the bar of history, but fo 


so much for failinz to admit the new claim, but 


oxygen, the death-knelf of the four elements—earth, air, 


and water was rung t vendis} x Bla k and Lavoisier speed 
1 


tolisten. His sin was the sin of the closed mind; but it was asserted that air and water were compound bodies, and i 
more than an intellectual sin ; his mind was closed for fear of disappeared as an element when the true theory of combust 


the consequences which would follow if the claim were granted was known. Then came the successive discoveries of the oth 

His mind refused to consider the possibility; | 

ears and cried " Blasphemy ' 
Caiaphas, in the name of his ( 


. wed his i 
e stopped his so-called elements, some sixty odd. Yet now in 


the Royal Institution, in 1557, but little more 


irch, had to try a refo 


whose claims involved great changes in the established order years after the announcement of Priestley's dis s 
whìch was second nature to the High Priest. The dread of Crookes, with all the weight of pre 
change; the shrinking from disturbance; the creed, "let well ion, and ers of as gwi 
alone!" are always dangers in religious societies ; they pre- tells the all, evidenc 


vailed in that court. The sin, w 
may be perpetuated in those who 
the trial before Caiaphas has be 
changed—with the representative 
Jerusalem, now in the part of perse 
closed mind the [ 
still lead the Cl 
It will : 
Church for judgment. Itw 
some living } 
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be some 


ss often betray 
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is not that the Church should de 
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fast that whi 


bed 


is goad s still the wisest 


as it was for the Ap stolic Age The Church with the closed : ~ Dania 1 
mind may always plead that it is moved by jealousy for the a 

Truth; bat there is need. to guard against the bias which may 

be given to the intellectual judgment by the love of ease or self 


Caiaphas knew 
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THE UNSEEN WORLD: ITS REALITY. 


Two Repiirs ro “N.GS," 


(L) By E. Doraras FAWCETT. 

“NGS s” remarks on Idéalism ave not applicable to all 
forms of the attitude thus named, — It will conduce, therefore, 
to clarity of thinking if I submit a few considerations which 
am indispensable in discussing this topic. 

(1) It is quite incorrect to treat “idealist” and “imaginist” 
as convertible terms. Thus, Leibnitz, Hegel, Schopenhauer 
and others, who are idealists, are certainly not “ imaginists.” 
Tn fact, on the day of the publication of my “World as 

4 Imagination " I was, it would seem, in a minority of one (if I 
except the case of the poet Blake, whose “ genial glance” is 
not exactly philosophy) in holding that ultimate reality is 
imaginal, There are, of course, many kinds of Idealism. 
Wealism is the belief that the character of reality is 
maple? by the content which experience reveals to us. After 
ye have settled this point to our satisfaction, we have to decide 
farther, what portion of our experience resembles most closely 
the World-Ground—that ocean of the infinite in which world- 
occur. The dominant Greco-German tradition iden- 
dies this World-Ground with Reason, Schopenhauer with 
Wil) and there are many competing hypotheses to be con- 
sidered. My book likens it to Imagination. 
(2) Needless to suppose that there is no relatively inde- 
nt Nature, and that things in this Nature do not 
gutually influence one another. “N. G. S.'s " protest concerns 
We have to get rid 


certain defective forms of Idealism. 
toms,” “sub-atoms” and the rest; but this is because 
is” (like “force,” “energy,” Èc.) are conceptual crea- 
=entities constructed by the Honan " scientific imagina- 
in the interests of practice. I have discussed these 
it length. But we cannot get rid of real natural agents 
pendent of human perception. We are concerned to re- 
et their characters, which have all the “ objective ground- 
rk” that can be desired. 
| “All proceeds undeviatingly upon its appointed way " 
“N. G. S.” in the regard of the “ world as imagination." 
he asks, is the freedom ofimagination ? Having urged 
that there are no eternal laws of causation, no 
Tigidly uniform " sequences, that "laws," in fact, are evolved, 
ime and go, I do not know what to make of this reproach! 
best, I suggest, to read first a standpoint which is to be 
ised. Evolution, in an imaginal universe, is certainly 
The future, therefore, is largely unpredictable and 
e" itself must be allowed for. There is no 
necessity in causation. 
EN G S." further objects that a universe of the 
ist sort would have no room for the many hideous 
i defects and abominations to be noted. A “calf 
with two heads,” for instance, or a parasite presents a riddle. 
Whare collected a great deal of puzzling matter of this sort. 
Bat the point is that the imaginal hypothesis provides an 
E ite solution for each and all of these difficulties. And I 
Wenture to assert that it is the only metaphysical hypothesis, 
tin evidence, which supplies an arguable solution at all. 
‘elsewhere have not failed to appreciate this point. 
Having stated this solution at length in the book, I will 
it here. Many pages are devoted to the topic of 
hing that “runs amok " and makes of Nature so largely 
i dream.” I will close, however, by repeating that 
ho criticise hypotheses should take pains at the outset 
ir what precisely they are. “ N. G. S." has not been 
y innovations in Idealism at all. 


undevia- 


iL) By F. C. Constante, M.A. 


y 


it surprise that I read "the counterblast" of 
Dream-Theorist." For, in all I had read 
I thought there was reasonable argument 
lon questionable premises. But now he 
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the 
matically—states that his argument must be sound because his 


argument on assumption, and then—s0mewhat dog- 
assumption is sound, 

One man sees a landscape, that is, he senses a landscape ; 
another man dreams of the same landscape, that is, he is im- 
pressed by the same ] indseape in idea. 
admits that 
e as waking images. 


Then “N. G.S; 


For even the " Eney- 


clopredia Britannica " in idea dream-images are as 


ject 


says, as to the dream-landscape 


For this same landscape is not in essence a large affair of 
fields and rivers, and such-like, but an infinitely minute affair 
of inconceivable complexity, an affair 
incessantly in motion. 


of atoms and molecules 


Now I do not enter on the question of whether “N. G. S," is 
right or wrong. This is no place for a discussion of the con- 
flieting theories of materialists, Kantians and Berkeleyans. 

jut what " N. G. S." has done is this: He assumes reality for 
atoms and molecules incessantly in motion, and then says the 
“ imaginist" is wrong because he does not admit the assump- 
tion. 

Permit me further to point out that science itself gives no 
Indeed, 


the tendency of science is to some u/timate of energy or force. 


He argues in a circle, 

real reality to the ether, atoms, molecules or entities. 
Science, quite rightly, proceeds on hypotheses. Science does 
not deny a spiritual u/fimate—it simply ignores any such thing 
And science is quite right; for at present it has nothing to do 
The S.P.R, in its scientific procedure, 
It does not 


with the spiritual. 
simply endeavours to extend the purrieic of science 
endeavour to drag down the spiritual into the mean field of 
time and space. 

For the waking-man to criticise the dreamer's experience 


is at least as foolish as for the dreamer to criticise the wa 


man's experience. For to /oth experience is equally objective 


“REVELATION ON REVELATION.” 


We are asked by Mrs. Rachel J. Fox to publish the follow- 
ing extracts from a letter received by her on this subject from 
Mr. J. W. Sharpe, of Bournemouth, late Sen 
ville and Caius College :— 


I hope you will exeuse me for taking the liberty of writing 
to you about your book “ Revelation on Revelation,” to which 
I have given a great deal of atterition for some weeks past. 
It seemed to me at first a “hopeless” book, but I have ended 
by being greatly impressed by it. Your guide's writings have 
the character of the best writings of that kind, of yielding the 
more knowledge to the more perusal. He solves for me 
a great difficulty, ie, how is the world to be rescued from 
the impasse to which the astounding advances in natural 
knowledge and corresponding inventions have brought it, 
so that, as things are now, mankind, with its low level of pre- 
valent morality and ethics, not to say of religion, will most 
certainly bring itself to ruin mld not and cannot see how, 
in the course of evolution by l sel 
qualities of the race ean ct 
Long before that could co the fearful weapons of 
destruction, of domination, of many-sided control which science 
and invention have put, and will put, into the hands of mil- 
lionaires and multi-millionaires and their colleagues throughout 
the nations, will have ruined and almost destroyed the whole 
race. But if, as your guide tells you, the powerful wills among 
the good and the wise in the spiritual spheres which are con- 
nected with us, headed by that Great Being whose immediate 
action upon us is to be the “Second Coming," are to prevail 
over those who inhabit the Dark Spheres, who have now an 
excessive dominion over us and among us, then it is plain that 
the future of the race is to be made secure, and knowledge and 
all manner of service and open intercourse with the spiritual 
spheres connected with us can all be pressed to their utmost 
limits, to the great gain of the race and not to its destruction. 


Ir is related that on the night previous to an enemy bombard- 
ment on the Kent coast a woman ina small house, having a 
premonition of trouble, took refuge in the dwelling of a 
neighbour, and that the house she leít was one of the two 
which were struck by shells. Whether the premonition was in 
the nature of a direct and special warning or a fash of prophetic 
vision we have not sufficient information to be able to judge. 
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AN EXPERIENCE IN WESTMINSTER 
CATHEDRAL. 


By Ernest MEADS. 


The conditions were ideal for our purpose: for a fitting 
environment certainly helps most of us to acquire a mental 
and spiritual attitude: the vast dimly-lighted Cathedral—its 
massive pillars seeming to vanish upwards into illimitable space, 
its solitude, its mystery. Passing along the dark aisle we 
seated ourselves opposite a chapel, raised by a step above the 
level of the nave; on either side were seats for worshippers, 
and beyond, raised by another step, an altar blazing with 
lighted candles, behind which, in the apse, a dim mosaic figure 
presided over all. The almost empty church, with its dark 
shadows and splashes of light—for candles were burning on 
other altars and before the image of more than one favourite 
saint—engendered a feeling of awe and reverence which was 
enhanced by the harmonious voices of priests chanting 
Vespers close by. 

My reverie was ended by the voice of my companion, 
through whom a spirit spoke : 


Here is a simile of life—the shadows, the steps, the light, 
and behind it all “ The Master.” 

It is hard for those in the shadows to climb the steps that 
lead to the light and to a sight of the Master's face. But 
those who have already climbed them, entered the light, and 
gained a glimpse of His face, come back to help the poor lost 
ones in the shadows; the children of light come also to help, and 
so, with their assistance, the faltering and stumbling feet are 
guided into the light, and love is poured upon them even from 
the Holy One Himself. 

There is joy and delight in thus helping to raise the fallen, 
and, by the loving ministry of children and the grateful service 
of those who have been forgiven, the Master's kingdom is in- 
creased, and agony and despair destroyed by love. 


He saw (clairvoyantly) a troop of children in white carry- 
ing flowers, followed by a mixed crowd, coming slowly towards 
him, and through it all heard an agonised voice crying for 
mercy. 

Again he was controlled and spoke :— 


Friend, I am only a poor old woman. But however low a 
woman has fallen, there is one instinct she preserves and 
throngh which she may be appealed to—that of motherhood, 
I have waited, oh, so long, in the grey light of early dawn and 
in the last gleam of sunset, day after day, for years of your 
earthly time. I have waited to greet her and tell her of my 
forgiveness; for I forgave her long ago, and now the time 
approaches, for I see them come—a troop of children, with a 
crowd of others behind them—they come slowly; they come 
from a distance; but they are coming—here! and I hear a 
voice—her voice—crying, " Mercy, mercy! oh, have mercy!” 
See, I have carefully covered over my wounds with my garment, 
that she may not see the marks of her cruelty! And when she 
comes I will embrace her and take her by the hand, and together 
we will mount the steps and kneel in the light, and then my 
wounds will be for ever healed. 

I see one dressed as a sister going to meet her; now they 
come nearer, and more and more clearly do I hear her voice, 


Another controlled the medium in a hesitating manner :— 
where I am—or who you are—but that 
I am in terrible agony—1 have suffered 
I did not know, when injuring others, 
that I was injuring myself! That for every wrong done. to 
them, I should suffer to the uttermost. Oh, help me! help 
me, if you can, to get out of this horrible condition. 


I do not know 
matters little to me. 
-—oh, how acutely! 


I whispered, “ Dear sister, your words imply that you are 
repentant and ready to start a new life. He, the Lord of Life, 
has promised that none shall sincerely ask in vain. You shall 
have help: there is one waiting here to help and love you. Can 
you not see her? Look around, for she is near to you. As for 
us, all that our poor human love can do for you is yours. 
Be as a little child and accept the love and guidance which is 
offered to you." 

To which she replied :— 

I take those words as true. None need help more than I. 


I have sinned, suffered, sorrowed and repented—II hear a voice 
say, “Come unto mo, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
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and I will give you rest," and I humbly repeat these words | 
hear, “ Rock of ages, cleft for me, let me hide myself in Thee 
Oh, forgive! forgive! See, children come to me and offer t 
take me by the hand—O blessed little ones, I thank you! | 
go, led by them, and now I mount the steps and pass into tl; 
light. 

Another said :— 

Yes, the chain of whips has fallen from her limbs, she has 
mounted the step and passed into the light, not that of the 
candles only, that is but a symbol, but into that of the Masters 
love: now she kneels before the altar, led thither and sur 
rounded by the innocent children and those who, once wrongel 
and injured by her, have thronged hither to help and to offe 
their love: all kneel before the altar. Hers is no formal prayer, 
but the outpouring of an overcharged heart. Those who hare 
sinned much and been forgiven, the same love much. All i 
well with her now. May the love and blessing of the Lon) 
ever rest upon you mortals for your help in this blessed work 
Amen. 

The chanting of the priests formed a fitting background, 
though they little guessed, perhaps, that there were more than 
the dozen visible worshippers in the church. 

The spirit in torment had been a wardress in the old Mil. 
bank Prison, which once stood on the site now occupied by the 
Tate Gallery and the adjacent military hospital, and her con 
dition (she showed herself as though bound hand and foot by 
the nine lashes of a powerful whip, which had eaten into her 
flesh) was the result of her cruelty and use of the whip upon 
the unfortunate female prisoners. 


CHRISTIANITY AND, ANGEL MINISTRY, 


Hamerton Yorke thus comments on the reflections with 
which “Joy” opens her article on “ The Ministry of Angels” 
(page 83) :— 


Is the part always to be considered as greater than the 
whole? I quite agree with “Joy” that the glorious ministry 
of which she writes is largely ignored by “the various 
Christian sects,” and I look in the dietionary and see thit 
"sect" is defined as “a body of persons holding sentiments 
different from those of others a dissenting denomi: 
nation,” thus presupposing an original assenting community, 
to be dissented from. But when "Joy," instead of founding 
her reproach solely on the neglect of these Christian sects, 
also uses the words “Christian” and “Christianity” (which ar 
generic terms), she apparently overlooks this fact of th: 
necessary raison d'étre of sect being difference. And this 
neglect of the angelic ministry happens to be one of the 
" differences." 

Now the argument from the belief of the original historical 
community, which has a great deal to say about the ministry 
of angels, and not only “preaches,” but what is more to the 
point definitely teaches about them—and that with a continuity 
of nearly two thousand years—is surely, as a mere matter of 
proportion, of greater relative value as to their place and oflle 
in the estimation of Christians, than any argument to b 
deduced from the silence of our comparatively quite youthful 
sects, the oldest of which may only reekon some four hundred 
years to its credit. 

For it should always be remembered that when Christianity 
as a whole is spoken of, the inference must naturally be to the 
whole body of its contents, and not to local and late abern 
tions. 

So large do these latter habitually loom before our eyes 
that I verily believe were the average (sectarian) Englishman to 
re-write the Book of Genesis, he would phrase the first verse 
“ In the Beginning, Luther created the Reformation,” and 1 
am afraid many of your readers would be content to take it at 
that. Yet to Spiritualists in particular the previous period | 
should contain much interesting matter and, one would hav 
thought, a great deal of congenial evidence. 


A Wonrp-PunarvaG.— With a singularly impressive unank 
mity the conviction is spreading through the world that this 
war is, in its deeper significance, a War of Purgation. It isthe 
strong flail in the hands of God which is to winnow through 
our civilisation, separating the grain from the chaff. It is the 
crucible in which are to be burned up a whole age's impurities. 
It is the final crisis through which the world must needs pas | 
in its pilgrimage towards a gentler and a nobler age,—From 
" A World Expectant,” by E. A. WoDEHOUSRE, 


